




Quarterly Report 
Sewer Ordinance Update      

 November, 2007   
 
The purposes of this memo are to provide you with an update regarding the research 
being done on (1) Farmington’s current and past sewer assessment policies, (2) current 
sewer assessment benefit practices throughout the state, and (3) possible revisions to 
Town Ordinance 156 “Sewers,” and (4) to recommend possible next steps on this issue. 
 
(1)  Farmington’s Current & Past Policy: 75% Complete 
 
To date, nine Town sewer projects spanning four decades have been reviewed and 
analyzed. The most recent project, in 1999, used the 75%/25% benefit assessment 
policy currently under review.  Extensive research has been conducted using a number 
of important sources, including: 
 

• Final Sewer Assessments from the Engineering Department (1962-Present) 
• Bond Sale Details from the Finance Department  
• WPCA Minutes (1958-Present) 
• TC Minutes (1958-Present) 

 
Extracting data for apples-to-apples comparisons from these varied sources has been a 
tremendous challenge: just as no two-sewer projects are the same, neither has been the 
level of intergovernmental funding for sewer projects, nor the level of Town funding.  The 
amount residents have paid in sewer benefit assessments has varied in both real dollars 
and as a portion of total project cost, as have the formulae used to reach these 
assessments.    
 
Nevertheless, by using the information available, I am attempting to establish a clearer 
picture of how assessment benefits have been calculated historically and under what 
circumstances the current policy came into effect.  Also, to the degree possible due to 
scarcity of information, the types of grants that were previously available to the Town, 
how the Town and the WPCA formulated assessment policies, and under what 
circumstances the Town has mandated sewer installation are being researched.   
 
It is anticipated that this research will be complete by December 1, 2007. 
 
 
 
 
 



(2)  Current Assessments in Other CT Towns: 50% Complete 
 
Working with the Supervising Sanitary Engineer at the CT Department of Environmental 
Protection, a list of eleven municipalities that, like Farmington, continue to undertake 
sewer projects was compiled.  To date, assessment policies in six of the eleven 
municipalities has been collected and analyzed. It is anticipated that information on all 
eleven municipalities will be obtained by December 1, 2007. 
 
 
(3)  Sewer Ordinance Revisions: 25% 
 
To date, Chapter 156 (Sewers) in the Farmington Town Code as well as Chapter 103 
(Municipal Sewerage Systems), Section 7-249 (Assessment of Benefits) in the General 
Statutes of Connecticut have been reviewed.  Based on Farmington’s historical data, 
best practices throughout Connecticut and analysis of appropriate state statutes, a list of 
possible Ordinance revisions and modifications will be prepared.  It is anticipated that 
this list will be complete by January 1, 2008. 
 
(4)  Discussion of Next Steps 
 
The anticipated timeline for updating the Ordinance is summarized here: 
 

Item Target Completion 
Farmington’s Policies December 1, 2007 
CT Municipal Practices December 1, 2007 
Ordinance Recommendations January 1, 2007 
Workshop with TC to Discuss Policy Options After January 1, 2008 
TOF Sewer Chapter Revisions Complete By July 2008 
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