
 

Farmington Human Relations Commission 
Minutes 

May 23, 2018 
 

Commission Members Present:      Ruth Grobe, Zalman Nakhimovsky, Christine Mergenthaler,  
Lisa Pawlik, Lisa Berzins, Toni Berlandy and Donna Mambrino.  

 
Town of Farmington: Nancy Parent (Community & Recreational Services),  Beth 

Kintner (Town Council Liaison) 
 
 
Ruth Grobe called the meeting to order at 6:41 pm. 
 
Minutes: Upon motion duly made by Christine Mergenthaler and seconded by Zalman 
Nakhimovsky the minutes of March 28, 2018 were accepted as presented. 
  
Update from Police Department 
No report 
 
Update from Department of Community & Recreational Services 
Nancy Parent informed the Commission of Community & Recreation activities including:  the new 
initiatives for education regarding opioid and vaping, the brain fitness classes at senior center, and 
the AARP grant that includes funds for bike racks, sound system at senior center and automatic door 
opener for bathroom.   
 
Update from Town Council 
Beth Kintner shared information on the strategic plan process and spoke about all the adhoc 
committees.  She further explained the FHS committees and encouraged members to become 
involved.   
 
Strategic Plan 
Ruth Grobe shared a document of suggestions for the strategic plan – copy attached.   Discussion 
was held.  Grobe will contact Town Manager.   
 
Title XIX Medical Transportation & DAR 
Commission had a discussion on some of the concerns regarding Medical Transportation and 
eligibility specifically around when DAR transportation is available in a town.  Discussion included 
questions regarding if state could deny request if the town provided like transportation.  Parent will 
research.  
 
Accessibility Issues 
Nancy Parent informed commission that Matt Walsh looked at ramp.  A meeting was held with 
Georges.  A plan was outlined to share with the management firm.  Parent will continue to oversee. 
 
Commissioners discussed the ongoing issues with McDonalds locking the automatic doors to stop 
teens from playing with them.  Several members have let McDonalds know about the frustration of 
customers who rely on those automatic doors.   
 
Commissioners discussed a new issue with Farmington Bank and the automatic doors.  Parent 
offered to speak to management about it.   
 
Update on CC=A activities 
An update was given to commissioners, including:  status of work with UConn.   
 
Community Conversation 
Parent shared information on surrounding committees and the role and/or function of the HRC.   
 



 

   

Commissioners discussed doing a program or conversation.  Parent will reach out to Unity Clubs at 
IAR and FHS and report back next meeting.  
Upon motion duly made by  Chris Mergenthaler  and seconded by Donna Mambrino  the meeting 
was adjourned at 8:15 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Nancy Parent, Secretary 
 


