
TOWN OF FARMINGTON 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS  

MINUTES 
 

November 13, 2017 
 
Present were Chair Mazzochi, Commissioners Callahan, Carrier, Giannaros and Perry and 
Alternate Commissioner Schoenhorn and Assistant Town Planner and Clerk.  Chair Mazzochi 
opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m.  
 
Chairman Mazzochi explained the process of the meeting and appointed Alternate Schoenhorn to 
vote on behalf of Commissioner Llewellyn. 
 
Secretary Carrier read the legal notice into the record. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
Joshua Sidoti – 8 Lincoln Street 
 
Application for variance to reduce side yard setback from five feet to two feet to install carport at 
8 Lincoln Street, R9LG zone.  Mr. Sidoti would like to install an 11.7’ x 24’ carport addition to 
his house.  The house is 13.7’ from the side lot line.  The Commission asked if he spoke with the 
neighbor at 10 Lincoln Street.  Mr. Sidoti explained the home is currently vacant as the renters 
have moved out.  The property owner lives in Florida but has received notice of the application 
and not expressed concern for the application.  The Commission expressed concern with the 
proximity of structure to the lot line and the potential for storm water, snow and leaves being 
diverted to the neighboring property.  Mr. Sidoti stated a gutter will be installed to divert storm 
water from the roof and the pitch of the roof will be minimal.  Mr. Sidoti confirmed there is 
currently a fence on this side lot line. 
 
There was no public comment in favor or in opposition to the application. 
 
The public hearing closed at 7:17 p.m. 
 
Upon a motion made and seconded (Perry/Callahan) it was unanimously 
 
VOTED:  To approve the application for variance to reduce side yard setback from five feet to 
two feet to install carport (11.7’ x 24’ ) at 8 Lincoln Street, R9LG zone with the condition that 
gutters be installed on the edge of the carport and as per plan on file in the Planning Office. 
 
Members voting in favor of this application agreed the addition of the carport will not adversely 
impact the neighborhood. 
 
A J & S Associates II, LLC – 1 and 3 Farmglen Blvd 
 
Application for variances to reduce front yard setback from 65 feet to 25 feet for parking area; 
and reduction in landscape materials within required front yard to install parking area at 1 and 3 
Farmglen Blvd, PR zone.  Attorney Robert Reeve, Scully, Nicksa & Reeve, represented the 
applicant.  Attorney Reeve described the general area around the site and the layout of the lot.  
The applicant would like to expand the existing parking area within the 65’ front yard setback.  
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A variance was granted by the Board on February 17, 2015 for the existing parking area.  The 
site plan is highlighted to clarify the area that is the subject of this application.  Attorney Reeve 
explained the site was developed in the mid-1980’s to meet the needs of commercial office use at 
that time.  The digital age has changed the storage demands significantly reducing the need for 
business storage space increasing the amount of work space for employees expanding the 
demand for parking spaces.  The expanded parking area will be at least twenty-five feet behind 
the front property line.  Mary Grace Reed, ProHealth Physicians, explained the increase in 
demand for additional parking spaces based on the intensity of the office spaces at this site.  
 
The Commission asked for the current number of parking spaces.  Attorney Reeve responded 
there are currently 540 parking spaces.  The Commission asked clarifying questions about 
landscaping and storm water flow.  Existing landscaping will be extended with the parking area. 
 
There was no public comment in favor or in opposition to this application. 
 
The public hearing closed at 8:49 p.m. 
 
Upon a motion made and seconded (Giannaros/Carrier) it was unanimously 
 
VOTED:  To approve the application for variances to reduce front yard setback from 65 feet to 
25 feet for parking area; and reduction in landscape materials within required front yard to install 
parking area at 1 and 3 Farmglen Blvd, PR zone with the condition that no landscaping trees 
outside the construction area be removed; as per plan submitted and on file in the Planning 
Office. 
 
Members voting in favor of the application agreed the topography of the site and proximity of 
the wetlands restricted their ability to expand the parking area. 
 
Artfx – 801 Plainville Avenue 
 
Application for variance to install freestanding sign in residential zone located at 801 Plainville 
Avenue, R40 zone.  Lawrin Rosen, President of Artfx, presented the request to install a sign in 
the residentially zoned portion of the site.  The proposed two-sided 2’ x 6’ wood carved sign is 
proposed to be installed between two 5” x 5” posts.  The site plan presented indicated the 
location of the sign to be 17’ from the edge of the roadway.  Assistant Town Planner Rutherford 
suggested they consult with their engineer regarding the placement of the sign as the property 
line appears to be twenty to thirty feet from the edge of the roadway.  Mr. Rosen said he will 
check with their engineer and move the sign as far away from the roadway as necessary.  The 
Commission asked clarifying questions about the size and location of the sign.  Mr. Rosen 
confirmed no lighting is proposed for the sign. 
 
Scott Wetstone, 798 Plainville Avenue, spoke in opposition to the application questioning the 
purview of this Board.  His written comments and photos were submitted for the record.  
Assistant Town Planner Rutherford explained the Zoning Regulations allow a two square foot 
sign in residential zones and a variance is required from this Board to install a sign larger than 
two square feet at 801 Plainville Avenue on the residentially zoned portion of the site.   
 
Gloria Shusdock, 798 Plainville Avenue, spoke in opposition to the application.  Her written 
comments with photos were submitted for the record. 
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John Barry, 796 Plainville Avenue, spoke in opposition to the application. 
 
Ellen Stosuy, 800 Plainville Avenue, spoke in opposition to the application.  
 
Baliram Maraj, DMD, MDS, responded to general comments made by neighbors about 
diminished property values, location of proposed sign and that the sign is not necessary.  Dr. 
Maraj commented his building is an improvement over the abandoned house that previously sat 
on the site for years.  He also stated he always has new patients that will need to find his business 
adding the proposed sign is significantly smaller than the last request.  A Board member 
suggested installing additional landscaping and Dr. Maraj responded they are not done installing 
landscaping approved with the site plan.  When asked why not install the sign on the business 
zoned portion of the site the application responded the sign would not be visible due to its 
proximity to the brook, the existing vegetation and topography of that area. 
 
The public hearing was closed at 9:08 p.m. 
 
A motion was made by Commissioner Schoenhorn to approve a non-illuminated sign no larger 
than twelve square feet in the R40 zone to be located outside the right-of-way with the condition 
that bushes greater than four feet be planted in the area between the parking lot and the sign.  
This motion was not seconded. 
 
Commissioner Perry did not feel she had enough information that there is no other possible 
location for the ground sign.  The Board discussed the location and safety regarding installing the 
sign in the business zoned portion of the site.  She then suggests tabling the decision. 
 
A second motion was made by Commissioner Carrier to approve the application for variance to 
install freestanding sign in residential zone located at 801 Plainville Avenue, R40 zone as 
presented with twelve square feet with the condition that it be located on the property.  This 
motion was not seconded. 
 
Upon a motion made and seconded (Perry/Schoenhorn) it was  
 
VOTED:  5 in favor to 1 opposed (Callahan) to table this matter to get more information on the 
location of the proposed sign.  The Board requested full size copies of the approved site plan; 
and approved landscape plan.  Board members will visit the site and have asked staff to stake out 
the location of the BR zone line. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
2018 Meeting Schedule 
 
Upon a motion made and seconded (Mazzochi/Perry) it was unanimously 
 
VOTED:  To adopt the 2018 meeting schedule as submitted. 
 
Chair Mazzochi 
 
Commissioner Giannaros thanks Chair Mazzochi for all her years of service on the Board. 
 
MINUTES 
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October 16, 2017 Minutes 
 
Upon a motion made and seconded (Schoenhorn/Carrier) it was unanimously 
 
VOTED:  To approve the minutes of the October 16, 2017 meeting. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:34 p.m.   
SJM 


