
Farmington Historic District Commission 

Public and Regular Meeting Minutes 

May 19, 2015 
 

Present at this meeting was Chairman Donald, Commissioners Calciano, Cox, Holden 

and Alternate Commissioner Charette and Assistant Town Planner and Town Planner.  

Chair Donald called the meeting to order at 4:04 p.m.    

 

Acting Secretary Holden read the legal notice into the record. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

 

Roy and Arlene Beebe – 17 Main Street 

 

Temporary Certificate of Appropriateness to construct shed at 17 Main Street.  Dr. Beebe 

explained students from the Torrington High School will build the proposed post and 

beam shed.  The shed will be located behind an existing garage/barn and over 100 feet 

from the sidewalk.  He showed photos of his yard from different locations to show that 

very little of it will be visible from the road.  Commissioner Calciano asked for 

clarification on the siding material.  Dr. Beebe said he was not certain yet but he would 

like to match the existing barn. 

 

There was no public comment in favor or in opposition to the application. 

 

The hearing closed at 4:11 p.m. 

 

Upon a motion made and seconded (Holden/Cox) it was unanimously 

 

VOTED:  To grant a Temporary Certificate of Appropriateness to Roy and Arlene Beebe 

to construct shed at 17 Main Street as per plan presented.   

 

Brickwalk Shops LLC – 12-14 Brickwalk Lane 

 

Temporary Certificate of Appropriateness to replace windows at 12-14 Brickwalk Lane.  

Patrick Downend presented for the grey building, 14 Brickwalk Lane, stated the windows 

are very old and not energy efficient.  The replacement windows will be 12 over 12 like 

the existing windows.  There are three existing 15 over 15 in the rear of the building and 

he would like to convert them to 12 over 12 to match the rest of the windows.  There was 

some discussion regarding whether the size of the windows will be the same.  The size of 

the trim width will match the existing trim width.   

 

There was no public comment in favor or in opposition to the application. 

 

The hearing closed at 4:17 p.m. 

 

Upon a motion made and seconded (Holden/Cox) it was unanimously 

 

VOTED:  To grant a Temporary Certificate of Appropriateness to Brickwalk Shops LLC 

to replace windows at 12-14 Brickwalk Lane as presented. 
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Firm LLC – 772 Farmington Avenue 

 

Temporary Certificate of Appropriateness to install pipe-style snow guards on slate roof 

located at 772 Farmington Avenue.  Bruce Hunter presented photos and explained that 

while they are making repairs to the roof they would like to install the pipe-style snow 

guards because of the amount of ice dams that have experienced on their roof.  Detailed 

information is in the application file.  Mr. Hunter listed others buildings in the historic 

district that also have the same style snow guard.   

 

There was no public comment in favor or in opposition to the application. 

 

The hearing closed at 4:23 p.m. 

 

Upon a motion made and seconded (Holden/Cox) it was unanimously 

 

VOTED:  To grant a Temporary Certificate of Appropriateness to Firm LLC to install 

pipe-style snow guards on slate roof located at 772 Farmington Avenue as presented. 

 

Miss Porter’s School – 53 Main Street 

 

Temporary Certificate of Appropriateness to remove existing greenhouse and replace 

with enclosed porch at 53 Main Street.  Katie Bradley represented Miss Porter’s School.  

They would like to replace the greenhouse instead of reconstructing it as they had 

previously requested approval for.  They would like to replace it with a three season 

porch.  They would make it blend into the existing building as much as possible.  The 

roofline is at the same pitch as the front porch roofline.  The windows will be the same 

size and eight over eight.  If the space was used as just a greenhouse they would consider 

just removing the whole thing but there is a foundation under this area and brownstone 

where the sprinkler systems for the dormitory are housed.  Brick will remain the same, 

the paneling under the windows will be recreated to match existing and the detailed trim 

will be matched exactly also.  There was a discussion on the pitch of the proposed roof 

and overall design of the enclosed porch.  Suggestions included mimicking the roof style 

of the greenhouse and keep window above the door.  The Commissioners discussed 

holding a special meeting to consider alternate plans.  

 

The Commissioner stopped taking testimony at 4:42p.m.  

 

Upon a motion made and seconded (Calciano/Cox) it was unanimously 

 

VOTED:  To continue the hearing to June 2, 2015. 

 

Miss Porter’s School – 63 Main Street 

 

Temporary Certificate of Appropriateness to replace storm windows and shutters at 63 

Main Street.  Ms. Bradley presented the plan to replace all the storm windows with storm 

windows that have been approved for other dorms on campus.  Also, they would like to 

replace the shutters.  The replacement shutters will be created of a composite material to 

look like the existing shutters.   
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There was no public comment in favor or in opposition to the application. 

 

The hearing closed at 4:46 p.m. 

 

Upon a motion made and seconded (Holden/Cox) it was unanimously 

 

VOTED:  To grant a Temporary Certificate of Appropriateness to Miss Porter’s School 

to replace storm windows and shutters at 63 Main Street as presented.  

 

Miss Porter’s School – 5 Mountain Road 

 

Temporary Certificate of Appropriateness to replace windows on the first floor at 5 

Mountain Road.  Ms. Bradley explained the windows are old and warped and difficult to 

open and need to be replaced.  She proposed to replace them with Woodright double-

hung insert windows.  The new trim will match the existing trim.   

 

There was no public comment in favor or in opposition to the application. 

 

The hearing closed at 4:48 p.m. 

 

Upon a motion made and seconded (Holden/Cox) it was unanimously 

 

VOTED:  To grant a Temporary Certificate of Appropriateness to Miss Porter’s School 

to replace windows on the first floor at 5 Mountain Road as presented. 

 

Miss Porter’s School – 7 Mountain Road 

 

Temporary Certificate of Appropriateness for addition to existing barn garage at 7 

Mountain Road.  Peter Anderson, Director of Facilities at Miss Porter’s School, stated 

they would like to put an addition on a five bay existing garage.  He presented photos of 

views of the site from different locations.  The proposed 30’ x 59’ addition is off the back 

of the barn garage to add four bays and an office.  The windows and siding will match the 

existing.  Chair Donald suggested setting back the addition slightly.  Mr. Anderson said 

he would take a look at the adjustment to the plan.   

 

There was no public comment in favor or in opposition to the application. 

 

The hearing closed at 4:55 p.m. 

 

Upon a motion made and seconded (Calciano/Charette) it was unanimously 

 

VOTED:  To grant a Temporary Certificate of Appropriateness to Miss Porter’s School 

for addition to existing barn garage at 7 Mountain Road with the condition that the 

addition be set back approximately 6” to 12” to maintain the original gable end, the 

windows be 8 over 8, and maintain the trim around the windows for the east and north 

sides as presented. 

 

 

 

Miss Porter’s School – 9 Mountain Road 
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Temporary Certificate of Appropriateness to replace existing fence and windows at 9 

Mountain Road.  Ms. Bradley presented the request to replace the school house fence.  It 

is the daycare center which has been in operation for twenty years.  Replacing the fence 

with the exact same wooden fence manufactured by the same company, Cape Cod Fence 

Company.  After review, the Commission confirmed the fence replacement is a like for 

like replacement and does not require their approval.  They would also like to replace the 

windows on this building with Woodright double-hung insert window with true divided 

lites.  Ms. Bradley shows the type of window proposed for installation.  A discussion 

ensued regarding the size of the windows.  If the two narrow windows on the second 

level of the building need to be replaced with one double-hung window the Commission 

would be ok with it. 

 

There was no public comment in favor or in opposition to the application. 

 

The hearing closed at 5:10 p.m. 

 

Upon a motion made and seconded (Holden/Cox) it was  

 

VOTED:  4 in favor to 1 opposed (Charette) to grant a Temporary Certificate of 

Appropriateness to Miss Porter’s School to replace the fence and windows at 9 Mountain 

Road as presented with the condition that the southern gable window shall be restored but 

not replaced. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

Brickwalk Shops – 767-771 Farmington Avenue 

 

Frosted Light Panels 

 

Attorney Doug Pelham, Cohn Birnbaum & Shea, represented Brickwalk Shops.  He reviewed 

the past improvements and agreements and cited for the record.  One mailbox feature is not 

yet available from the manufacturer but they are working on resolving that issue.  He then 

spoke about the lighting as the agreement states “reasonably minimize excess lighting and 

glare onto adjacent residential properties…”.   In order to accomplish this Patrick Downend 

has performed a number of actions; frosted panels added to the lights, individual panels on 

the perimeter of the parking area which face residences were blacked and the lights have 

been rewired so the light intensity was reduced by 90%.  Assistant Planner Dolphin has 

requested a letter from the manufacturer that confirms the light intensity has been reduced 

90%.  The letter will be entered into the record.  Lighting representative told Attorney 

Pelham that if the lighting were reduced any further it would be too dark for safety reasons.  

Chimneys inside the light fixture have also been removed to see if the glare would also be 

reduced.  The owner was asked to make sure the lights turn off at 10 p.m. and that has been 

confirmed.  They are set to a timer that turns them off at 10 p.m.   Attorney Pelham all 

reasonable changes have been made to reduce the lighting and he is seeking the 

Commission’s approval that the lighting is acceptable.  Assistant Planner confirmed that she 

has talked to the lighting representative and that the lighting has been reduced 90%.  Chair 

Donald stated she was out to the site a couple of nights ago and the lighting is much better.  

She also commented that she did not believe the issue of light spillage is the purview of this 

Commission.  She believes the lighting level is now appropriate for this location. 
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Upon a motion made and seconded (Holden/Cox) it was 

 

VOTED:  4 in favor to 1 opposed (Calciano) to approve the Temporary Certificate of 

Appropriateness to Brickwalk Shops for lighting after reviewing modifications made to 

reasonably minimize excess lighting at 767-771 Farmington Avenue. 

 

OTHER BUSINESS 

 

No other business. 

 

STAFF REPORT 

 

No staff report. 

 

MINUTES 

 

Upon a motion made and seconded (Holden/Cox) it was unanimously 

 

VOTED:  To approve the minutes of the April 21, 2015 meeting. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 5:25 p.m. 

SJM 


