Minutes of the Town of Farmington
Regular Town Council Meeting
May 26, 2020
Zoom Webinar Meeting due to the COVID19 Pandemic

Attending:
C. J. Thomas, Chair Kathy Blonski, Town Manager
Joe Capodiferro Paula B. Ray, Clerk

Brian F. X. Connolly
Christopher Fagan
Edward Giannaros
Peter Mastrobattista
Gary Palumbo

A. Call to Order

The Chair opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m.
B. Pledge of Allegiance

The Chair recited the Pledge of Allegiance.
C. Public Comments

There were no public comments.
D. Consideration of Special Topics

1. Presentations from the Hill-Stead Museum
The Chair introduced Dr. Anna Swinbourne, Executive Director and CEOQ of the Hill-
Stead Museum; Lavell Thompson, Incoming Board President Hill-Stead Museum and
Bill Watson, Chair of the Capital Campaign Committee. Dr. Swinbourne and Ms.
Thompson reviewed the plans for the renovations of the historic carriage barn and
makeshift theater in conjunction with the 75t Anniversary of the Hill-Stead Museum
using the presentation recorded with these minutes as Agenda Item D-1. Dr.
Swinbourne explained that the project’s goal was to partner with other institutions in
the region becoming a cultural hub and to make the Hill-Stead a preeminent cultural
destination in the country. The Council asked questions and congratulated the Hill-
Stead on their project.

2. Town Manager Update

a. Discussion of the Strategic Plan
The Manager asked the Council to review the Strategic Plan that had been passed in
January. She was reviewing and prioritizing the projects because of the budget
changes and time devoted to COVID-19 management. She anticipated having to delay
some of the projects and wanted the Council’s input in preparation of having the
Strategic Plan on the June Town Council agenda for review and amendments.
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b. COVID-19 Update
The Manager updated the Council on the Town’s status. The Phase One reopening
plan for the State had begun and the Town was beginning to reopen and planning for
an incremental opening of Town functions was being done and implemented. On May
21, 2020 the Manager and the Chair published an update for the Town residents,
which was on the Town website. There was information on the Memorial Day Parades,
the budget, the tax delerment program, the Farmington High School Building
Committee, local business and social distancing. They also had done a video on the
Rails-to-Trails discussing social distancing.

c. Memorial Day Parade

The Manager reported that since the parades had been cancelled the Town
coordinated with the local veterans to have a ceremony that was aired online and on
public access. She encouraged everyone to watch it.

E. New Business
There was no New Business conducted.

F. Executive Session
There was no Executive Session held.

G. Adjournment

Motion was made and seconded (Mastrobattista/Capodiferro) to adjourn the meeting
at 7:45 p.m.

Adopted unanimously

Respectfully submitted,

Paula B. Ray, Clerk
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Agenda Item D-1
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