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TOWN OF FARMINGTON 

INLAND WETLANDS COMMISSION 

September 23, 2015 

Present were Acting Chairman Isner, Commissioners Forster, Quigley and Alternate 

Commissioner Wolf and Town Planner and Clerk.  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 

p.m.  

Acting Chairman Isner read the legal notice into the record for the public hearing and appointed 

Alternate Commissioner Wolf to vote on behalf of Commissioner Hinze. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

 

Old Mill Commons LLC – 19 Perry Street/173 School Street 

 

Regulated activity in wetlands and within upland review area for development of multi-family 

dwellings.  Attorney Christian Hoheb, 314 Main Street, represented the applicant and 

introduced the proposed project and explained the process they have been through to date.  

Robert Landino, Centerplan Development Company, talked about the type of development 

company Centerplan is and gave some examples of projects they have done.  Mark Arigoni, 

Milone & MacBroom, presented the site plan for the existing condition of the site and the 

proposed development.  The proposed development includes four multi-family buildings with 

related parking and driveways, a rear access driveway to the rear of Town property that 

contains Union School, pedestrian riverfront trail extension and community pool and building 

for residents of the development.  Bill Fries, Centerplan Development Company, reviewed the 

location of the Flood Protection Zone and FEMA flood lines explaining no development is 

proposed in the floodway.  Mr. Fries noted the location of the three storm water detention 

basins designed for the 100 year storm event and how they are designed to filter storm water 

prior to discharge.  He reviewed the overall elevation of the site and the Sedimentation and 

Erosion Control Plan.  John Adams, Tetra Tech, talked about cleanup of the lagoon area and 

that the primary source of contamination is the pesticide dieldrin.  The contamination cleanup 

plan will be approved by the DEEP.   Matt Sanford, Milone & MacBroom, commented he was 

the original wetland scientist who tested the soils and flagged the wetlands for proposed 

development on the site in 2006 and again recently for this application.  Mr. Sanford reviewed 

the soils on site and stated the wetlands soils are well drained wetland soils.  He also detailed 

the treatment of storm water; how water is proposed to be detained, filtered and then 

discharged.  The vegetated area along the Farmington River will be maintained although areas 

of disturbance will be an area for river access and remediation of the lagoon.  Some trees may 

need to be removed for the extension of the river walkway as well. 

 

Commissioners asked for confirmation that the applicant received a copy of engineering staff 

comments.  Attorney Hoheb responded yes.  They also asked for clarification on the number of 

units, number of parking spaces, treatment of storm water runoff, snow removal and invasive 

species removal.  Mr. Fries responded the plan proposes 268 units, 439 parking spaces and he 

then reviewed the storm water treatment.  Mr. Fries also showed on the site plan how snow 

removal would be handled.  Mr. Sanford responded some removal of invasive species in the 

area of the walkway expansion and remediation of the lagoon.  The Commissioners also asked 

how much impervious surface is proposed.  Mr. Fries responded 5.6 acres.  When asked if the 
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detention basins are designed to be wet Mr. Fries responded a little wet and then dry depending 

on the seasons but that they will be planted, describing in more detail the design of the basins.  

There was further discussion about remediation and when asked how long the remediation will 

take, Mr. Adams responded one to two weeks for the area located in the wetlands.   

 

Acting Chairman Isner stated for the record that a letter dated September 18, 2015 has been 

received from Connecticut Water stating the proposed project is generally acceptable.  Emails 

in opposition have been received from Josh Davidson, 74 Basswood Road, dated September 10, 

2015; Andrea Fenn, 14 Wyndwood Road, dated September 11, 2015; Betsy Marrington, 1 

Michael Drive,  dated September 13, 2015; and Lauren and Patrick McKeown, 35 Knollwood 

Road, dated September 14, 2015. 

 

Eileen Fielding, Farmington River Watershed Association, asked if the roadway around the 

athletic field will involve cutting trees in the riparian area, if the applicant has considered 

pervious pavement, and reminded the applicant that this area of the Farmington River has been 

added to the national wild and scenic rivers system.  Mr. Fries responded some trees will be 

removed in order to build the roadway.  Regarding pervious pavement, they have had a lot of 

issues with it at other locations and prefer not to use it at this location.  Mr. Arigoni responded 

regarding river access, they intend to match the existing grade at most and not fill. 

 

Josh Davidson, 74 Basswood Road, spoke in opposition of this project citing the proximity of 

parking to the wetlands, removal of trees, concern with destruction of wildlife habitat and that 

the project is too large and proposes too much impervious surface. 

 

Attorney Chris Smith, representing the Farmington Board of Education, stated they are in the 

process of reviewing the plans and working with the applicant and requested the hearing be left 

open. 

 

Attorney Hoheb asked that the hearing be continued to the October 7, 2015 meeting. 

 

Acting Chairman Isner summarized for the applicant that the Commission asked about invasive 

species removal, remediation timing and general sensitivity to development along the river.  

They will be looking for a grounds management plan such as an Integrated Pest Management 

Plan, snow management plan and storm water management plan. 

 

At 8:22 p.m. a motion was made and seconded (Wolf/Forster) and unanimously 

 

VOTED:  To continue this hearing to October 7, 2015. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Upon a motion made and seconded (Wolf/Forster) it was unanimously 

 

VOTED:  To add Town of Farmington – South Road to the agenda to receive the application 

and make a determination if it should be scheduled for a public hearing or as new business.   
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Farmington Polo Grounds – 152 Town Farm Road – Informal Discussion 

 

Dave Falt stated the ownership of the Farmington Polo Grounds has changed and that they 

would like to do some work to restore the grounds.  Michael Klein, Biologist and Soil Scientist, 

talked about the existing condition of the site and irrigation of the turf.  He stated large portions 

of the site soils are classified alluvial.  The site plan presented showed a wetland boundary 

primarily along the Farmington River.  Using the site plan Mr. Klein showed the area where 

process has been installed for the roadway through the site.  John Hankins, Fuss & O’Neil, 

stated they had received a verbal okay from the Department of Energy and Environmental 

Protection to divert water while they are proceeding with a formal diversion permit application 

with them.  Mr. Falt described the irrigation equipment they are using.  He also reviewed the 

location of large tent areas and dumpsters.  The Commissioners asked for some clarification 

and then reminded them that if further work is to be done an application needs to be made to 

the Commission.  It was also advised that the dumpster(s) be moved outside the upland review 

area. 

 

Sharon Violette – 99 Coppermine Road 

 

Application acceptance and review for determination whether the proposed project is a 

significant or non-significant regulated activity.  Town Planner Warner briefly described the 

proposed project and felt the project as proposed is a non-significant activity.  

 

Upon a motion made and seconded (Quigley/Wolf) it was unanimously 

 

VOTED:  To recommend the application received from Sharon Violette be scheduled to be 

heard as new business on October 7, 2015. 

 

Ms. McKinley Albert – 96 Batterson Park Road 

 

Application acceptance and review for determination whether the proposed project is a 

significant or non-significant regulated activity.  A representative for Camp Courant briefly 

reviewed the proposed project.  Commissioners asked for some clarification. 

 

Upon a motion made and seconded (Quigley/Wolf) it was unanimously 

 

VOTED:  To recommend the application received from Ms. McKinley Albert be scheduled to 

be heard as new business on October 7, 2015. 

 

Town of Farmington – Rails –To-Trails – Johnson Avenue 

 

Application acceptance and review for determination whether the proposed project is a 

significant or non-significant regulated activity.  Town Planner Warner explained the proposed 

project.  After a brief discussion it was determined that this activity is considered a non-

regulated use under Section 4B(2) of the wetland regulations. 
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Town of Farmington – South Road 

 

Application acceptance and review for determination whether the proposed project is a 

significant or non-significant regulated activity.  Town Planner Warner explained this project 

proposes to reconstruct and replace the drainage along a one mile stretch of South Road.  He 

recommended this be treated as a significant activity.   

 

Upon a motion made and seconded (Quigley/Wolf) it was unanimously 

 

VOTED:  To recommend the application received from the Town of Farmington be scheduled 

for a public hearing on October 21, 2015. 

 

OTHER BUSINESS 

 

No other business. 

 

PLANNER’S REPORT   

   

No Planner’s Report    

 

MINUTES 

 

September 2, 2015 Minutes 

 

Upon a motion made and seconded (Quigley/Wolf) it was unanimously 

 

VOTED:   To approve the minutes of the September 2, 2015 meeting. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 9:03 p.m. 

 

SJM 


