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Attachment 1 

 

TOWN OF FARMINGTON, CT 

 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION  
 
DATE:  Wednesday May 11, 2016 
TIME:  5:30 P.M. 
PLACE: Farmington Town Council  
 

MINUTES 
 

Present   Absent   Staff 
Augusto Russell  Brian Connolly   Rose Ponte 
Bob Reeve    Joe Howard      
Dan Kleinman       
Ron Bernard- by phone  
John Karwoski  
Gary Palumbo 
 

a. Call to Order 
a. Meeting was called to order at 5:30  pm 

 

b. Public Comment  
a. n/a  

 

 

c. Reading of the Minutes  
A motion was made and seconded to accept the April 13, 2016 minutes 
(Reeve / Karwoski ). 

1. Approved unanimously,   
 

d. Economic Development Director’s Report  
Rose reviewed the monthly economic development activity report and gave 
commissioners upcoming Economic Development Events activities. Rose 
and Bill Warner have been meeting potential developers together and have 
received a very positive response. Business visitations requests have 
increased and Rose must prioritize the activities.  Commissioner Russell 
suggested that Rose include a discussion of yearly goals for the next 
meeting. Commissioner Kleinman thought the business visitations were a 
good activity for economic development.  
 

a. The Spring Business Breakfast 
The Spring Breakfast was well received. The EventBrite registration was 
easy to use and increased registrations and facilitated nametag and 
database management. Surveys were positive; some comments 
indicated that the room was dark and the audio was not loud enough.  
Commissioners decided that the room configuration should change to 
alleviate both audio difficulty and glare from the large window. 
 
 Commissioners agreed to invite the Mormon Temple organizers to be 
the fall breakfast featured speakers. The topics should focus on the 
Temple’s month long open house events scheduled for September and 
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the economic development that is achieved when regional Mormon 
Temples open in a given community. Commissioner Russell requested 
that Rose contact Farmington Bank for their feedback on the topic.  

 
Rose will report back during the June monthly meeting.  
 
Commissioners also discussed if a need exists to revise the process  by 
which businesses are  to be recognize at the breakfasts.  It was decided 
that we would continue selecting businesses based on their years in the 
community.  
 

b. CT Main Street Award  
The Town of Farmington has been awarded a merit award of excellence 
from the CT Main Street Center for their public engagement during the 
Farmington Center Study. The Award’s ceremony will take place on June 
6

th
 at Storrs Center. Attendance is free but registration is required.  

  

e. Planners Report   
No comment 

 

f. New Business- None discussed.  
      

g. Adjournment 
a. A motion was made and seconded (Kleinman/ Karwoski) to adjourn the 

meeting. Meeting was adjourned at 6:30 pm 

i. Approved unanimously 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Rose Ponte  

Economic Development Director 

CC: Economic Development Commissioners         


