
SPECIAL TOWN MEETING
TOWN OF FARMINGTON

June 5,2017

Paula B. Ray served as Clerk for the meeting and called the meeting to order at
7:00 pm... She read the Warning recorded just preceding these minutes. Mrs. Meredith
Trimble moved and Mr. Peter Mastrobattista seconded the nomination of Mr. Christian
Hoheb as Moderator. The Clerk called for a voice vote, and Mr. Hoheb was selected
unanimously.

The Moderator outlined the procedures for the Special Town Meeting. Mr. Gary Palumbo
moved and Mrs. Nancy Nickerson seconded to discuss the resolution contained under
Item 1 in the Warning. The Moderator called for a voice vote and declared the motion
passed, Mr. Jon Landry moved and Mr. Justin Bernier seconded that the reading of the
resolution contained in the Warning be waived. The Moderator called for a voice vote
and declared the motion passed. There were approximately 220 residents eligible to
vote at Town Meetings present. The Moderator called on Mr. William Wadsworth, Chair
of the Building Committee to begin the presentations.

Mr. Wadsworth reviewed issues in the High School and the work of the Building
Committee had done leading up to the recommendation of the proposed project referring
to the presentation recorded with these minutes as Agenda Item 1.

Mr. Chris Fagan, Chair of the Board of Education thanked everyone that had worked on
the project. He discussed the mission of the Board of Education and the Board of
Education’s ‘Vision of the Graduate” that guided the Board of Education when
developing the Statement of Needs and Educational Specifications for the project. He
told the audience the Board of Education had voted to approve the proposed project
because it met the Statement of Needs and Educational Specifications.

Mrs. Kathy Greider, Superintendent of Schools reviewed the specifics of the Statement
of Needs and Educational Specifications for the project referring to Agenda Item 1.

Mr. Mark Sklenka, Colliers International the Owner’s Project Manager and Paul
Dominov, Architect Kastle Boos Associates, Inc. project designer reviewed in detail
using Agenda Item 1 the proposed design, the construction phasing, the State of
Connecticut Grant process and the budget development for the project.

Ms. Kathy Eagen, Town Manager reviewed the bonding schedule and tax impact for the
project.

Mrs. Nancy Nickerson, Town Council Chair thanked the Building Committee, the Town
Manager and her staff, the Superintendent of Schools and the Board of Education for
their work on the project. She thanked all the public that had attended all the different
meetings to become informed on the project. She reviewed the history of the project
leading up to the Town Council’s voting to move the project to referendum. She urged
the public to vote at the referendum.
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The Moderator opened the meeting for public comment.

Peter Jones of 21 Briarwood Road said he was disappointed with the design of the
project, because it put a bus turn around lane 50 feet from his property. He felt his
property would be devalued by the project. He urged everyone to get out and vote no.
He hoped when the project was defeated a better design would be used in the future.

David Hoeff of 4 Cobblestone Road asked questions about the funding of the project,
what would happen if the State Grant funding weren’t received, implications for the
Town’s bond rating if the project were approved and if the project was going to reduce
the number of tennis courts at the high school. He had concerns about the cost of the
project’s impact on the Town.

Khalil Ghassemzadeh of 19 Timberline Drive spoke in favor of the project. He believed
the project moving forward at the present time gave it the best chance for State Grant
funding, was a safe and reliable investment in the community and creative financing
could be used to lessen the tax burden. He asked everyone to vote yes.

Arthur Rumpf of 127 Lovely Street asked if there was a voting threshold like the budget
in order for the project to fail. He believed the project created too great of a tax impact
for the community.

Jihua Wang of 7 Cobblestone Road felt the project was too expensive a burden for the
majority of Farmington Residents. She had concerns about the impact of the
construction on the students living through the construction. She felt it was too great a
sacrifice for the students.

Beth Kitner of 24 Farmstead Lane told the meeting she had 4 students in the schools
and that she was excited for the project’s benefits for them. She asked if the Town still
offered tax abatement programs for qualified residents. She told the audience she
became a community advocate because of negative groups in the past. She was happy
the project had bipartisan support and to delay the project would only make it more
expensive. She had been hearing why we weren’t just renovating the building. She
believed renovations were almost as expensive and more disruptive for the students.
She told the meeting the chances of State Grant reimbursement would be greatly
diminished after July

Chris Harrison of 36 High Street congratulated the Building Committee and Town
Councfl on the job they had done. He believed Mr. Wadsworth, Chair of the Building
Committee was a thoughtful and conservative person. He trusted that this was the most
economic project that met the educational needs of the schools. He told the audience
he no longer had children in the schools but he and his entire family were voting yes.

Bruce Chudwick of g Tall Timbers Drive had questions about the financial impact the
project would have on the Town. He was concerned about the current revaluation
shifting the tax burden to the residents. He thought the project was wonderful but not
affordable, He asked if the project failed that the Building Committee be recharged to
come back with a less expensive project.
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Zbigniew Drzazgowski of 9 West District Road thought $184000000 was too much
money to spend. He felt the taxes would go up too much, and we would be like New
Britain. He felt the project was nonsense.

Ned Statchen of 6 Bella Lane thanked everyone for their work on the project. He urged
everyone to vote yes and make the kids winners. He believed the project was a great
investment for the Town and everyone would be winners if it passed.

Lenny Baldino of 5 Woewassa Lane appreciated everyone’s efforts on the project. He
hoped the project would last the Town 40-50 years. He questioned the amount of glass
causing heating and cooling problems,

Dexter Willett of 54 Garden Street told the meeting his brother would spend all four
years of high school in a construction zone, but he was thrilled he would have the
opportunities the new building would give him,

Zhou Weniang of 18 Oakland Avenue told the meeting the project was unaffordable and
the worst solution to the High Schools problems.

George Reider of 9 Glenmore Drive told the meeting that while the project was
expensive it was necessary. He trusted the Building Committee had arrived at the
correct solution for the High School’s problems. He supported the project because we
all live in a global economy and need a state of the art high school to compete, it would
increase our home values and whenever something is defeated it only comes back more
expensive later. He strongly recommended the project should go forward.

Resident of Bradford Walk told the meeting he was always for education but this project
was too expensive and would take away for our other schools.

Victor Trofimov of 15 Ledgewood Drive asked if the tax projections included the abated
taxes. He believed since Farmington High School was one of the best already why
would it be necessary to spend all this money to improve it, and it would be better to
invest the money in teachers and programs.

Richard Scalzo of 29 Strawfield told the meeting he had moved here for the schools and
his children wouldn’t see the benefit of the project. He was still in support of the project
and believed it was how he wanted his tax dollars spent because it was for the greater
good for the entire community.

Lynne Erickson of 105 Webster Street spoke in favor of the project. She told the
audience she and her husband were voting yes because it was for the future of
Farmington.

Pierre Guertin of 12 Henley Commons believed we were throwing away a lot of things
that weren’t that bad in the school, and the fact that there were things falling apart at the
school was a reflection on our lack of maintenance. He was concerned the Town could
end up building rich and not be able to afford high caliber teachers, programs or basic
maintenance. He considered saving the 1928 building a waste of money. He didn’t
believe we were completely knowledgeable of all the financial implications of this project
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with all the economic variables at play, and the Town was putting all its eggs in one
basket.

Dawn Ware of 15 Quail Ridge was in support of the project. She told the meeting she
had watched the taxpayer’s association defeat referenda that ultimately cost the Town
millions of dollars. She didn’t believe the project was inflated, and if we didn’t act now the
Town would lose the opportunity for State Grant money.

Sarah Huelin of 5 Serra Drive spoke in favor of the project and wanted to address some
of the earlier comments. She told the meeting that the current State law only allows
school busses to idle for a maximum of 3 seconds; that the statement that this would be
the 701 most expensive high school in the country was not taking into account the
inflation of construction expenses since the other schools were built and considering that
some were built in areas with lower cost of living in comparison to Farmington this
project was less expensive; that renovations were very expensive because the building
had many problems and that a new school would meet enrollment concerns better than
the current school. She believed home values would go down if the project were
defeated.

Mike Clark 13 Tanglewood Road told the meeting every time a project gets defeated it
comes back more expensive. He believed Farmington was fortunate to have excellent
leaders and the expertise of the Building Committee was exceptional. He felt they were
all people we knew and trusted. He spoke to members of the Building Committee who
came in believing a renovation project was what was needed but after studying the issue
changed their minds. He told the meeting the High School was the center of our
community and Farmington’s home in times of disaster. He urged everyone to vote yes.

Michele Petrucelli of 95 Somersby Way believed a new school was needed but
questioned why the time line for construction was so long. She asked why building
somewhere else wasn’t a better alternative.

Jean Baron of Basswood Road and member of the Building Committee told the meeting
Farmington had many missed opportunities in the past because of failed referendum and
cautioned not to repeat past mistakes. She talked about the phasing of the project and
believed it was thoughtful and safe for the students. She thanked everyone for their
work on the project.

Brian Lindroth 4 Chelsea Place told the meeting he had always been a big supporter of
education, but he was concerned about the $185,000,000 cost. Requestioned whether
it jeopardized future projects in the Town.

John Mastroianni of 920 New Britain Avenue was very proud of the education he had
received from the Farmington schools and of the Town in general. He had chosen to
return and live in Farmington and felt the proposed project would attract other young
people to want to eventually settle in Town.

Charles Kenniston of 44 Westview Terrace told the meeting it wasn’t the building that
provided good education but the teachers and programs. He questioned all that was
being thrown away as part of the project. He believed the cost was only an estimate and
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the project would cost more than being represented. He questioned why enlarging
another school and making the High School 3 years wasn’t considered as an option,
whether buying Tunxis Community College from the State could be an option and what
guarantee the Town had the project wasn’t going to cost more than $110,000,000 as
represented in the brochure.

Pam Fisher of 5 Julles Court told the meeting that talking about Tunxis Community
College as an alternative to the project was nothing more than a red herring being
thrown into the process. She didn’t believe Tunxis was in danger of being closed and
the costs of making it a high school would be prohibitive. She gave for example that it
had no athletic facilities and fields or music facilities. She told the meeting the Building
Committee had considered many different plans for the project and had selected this as
the best plan. She reviewed the many ADA issues in the building and some of the unfair
circumstances that had occurred at music performances because of them.

Jennifer Decker of 3 Briarwood Road asked how the 56,000,000 contingency fund had
been decided, because her experience told her it wasn’t sufficient. She questioned what
was owed on the sections of the school that were going to be demolished, what were the
dollar amounts attached to the large projects in the Capital Improvement Plan and what
was included in the balloon debit payment in 2019/2020.

Emily Kaliney of 30 High Street thanked everyone for their work on the project. She
asked who was responsible for the flyer she had picked up on the desk. She believed
the project had been well veiled. She thought the project would give teachers and
students a clean safe environment for learning. She urged everyone to vote yes on
June 15th

Ron White of 19 Wells Road questioned the square foot price of the project. He thought
it should be lower, but he was voting yes.

John Silver of 70 Peggy Lane commented on the awful condition of the auditorium. He
acknowledged that the Town and the State were in uncertain financial times, but didn’t
see it getting any better anytime soon. He believed putting the project off would only
make it more expensive because of increasing interest rates and construction costs. He
was concerned that if the project were defeated the alternatives weren’t good and hoped
the residents would trust the Building Committee and vote yes for the project.

John Zaccheo of 10 Hilltop Road questioned why more efficient energy systems weren’t
planned for the project such as solar panels,

Trevor Deming of 176 Lovely Street told the meeting the NEASC review sighted the
condition of the building as poor. He believed the proposed project would allow the high
quality of education to move to an even higher level. He was in full support of the
project.

Andra Benin of 4 Thatcher Terrace thanked everyone that worked on the project for their
work and was excited about the project. She asked if more up to date information could
be put on the website regarding Hazard Material testing throughout the project.
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Mr. Wadsworth thanked all the members of the Building Committee for their work.

Hearing no further public comments the Moderator called for a motion to adjourn to
referendum on June 15, 2017 between the hours of 6:00 a.m. and 8:00 pm.

Mr. Johnny Carrier moved and Mr. Peter Mastrobattista seconded to adjourn the
meeting to referendum 10:15 p.m... The Moderator called for a voice vote and declared
the meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

tPaLJaj

Paula B. Ray, Clerk
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