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Hj-storv of the Town of Farminqton

THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY

The town of Farmington, settled in 1640 as the plantation ofTunxis, was the first inland set.tlement j-n Connecticut. on January16, L639/40, a committee set out to vj-ew Tunxis Sepus, whi-ch mean-s
"at the bend of the l-ittle riverr " and on June 15, the GeneralCourt in Hartford ruled that settlement could proceed. By Decemberof L645 the new town, settled predominantly by families iromHartford, was incorporated and called rarminglon, a typical anddescri.ptive English name. rt differed from other new Lbwns, inthat a large proportion of early l-andowners were nonresident. Of37 landowners, 18 remained in Hartford for some years.

Seventeenth century Farmington was a compact village of small
unpai-nted houses, si.tuated on large home lots cl-uttered with out-buildj-ngs and livestock, gardens and orchards. The farmers, forsuch they all werer gr€w leeks, onions, beans, radishes, carrots
and cabbages in their gardens" wheat, hay, oatsr p€ds, rndiancorn, hemp and flax were grown in the rietas. The- growing of frax
and the presence of looms on probate inventories inaicated weaversin the community. rndeed, many of Farmington's early settl_ers andproprietors came from Essex county, Engrind, a center for clothproduction.

For several years town fathers made no effort to establish achurch. Farmington's residents were content to remain under thepastoral care of Thomas Hooker. wit.h Hooker's death in L647 ,finding their own minj.ster became necessary. on october L2, 1652seven men the "seven pi-llars" - Roger Newton, stephen Hart,
Thomas Judd, John Brownson, John Cowles, Thomas thomson and RobertPorter "joined in covenant" and establ-ished the First Church ofFarmington with Newton elected as pastor. Early services may havebeen hel-d in his home, with worshl-pers summoned by the beat of thetown drum. By 1658 there were 48 adult members of the church. Ther]I:t meetinghouse was built by 1672. when Newton left to go toMilford Samuel Hooker, son of thomas Hooker, assumed the pastorate
and served from 1661 to L697.

Durinq the colonial period Farmington's area was 225 squaremiles or 144,000 acres. By 1655, 3,300 acres had been distributedto landowners. The village itself took up about 300 acres, leavingalmost 3,000 acres of arable and meadow land in the hands of 45landowners. rn 167I the first di.vision of reserved lands tookplace with 1,000 acres set aside in the Great swamp (Berlin).
Untj"l this time new proprj-etors had been admitted informally, butj-n-I672/3 84 proprietors formally constituted themselves as-a bodyand decreed that after that time newcomers, if judged worthy, '
might receive house rots, but could gain propri6taiy riqhts-ioreserved land gnly through purchase from ln originai proprietor orby outright inheritance. rn this way rarge portions or lindremained reserved for the use of a lelect group - the descendantsof the origj_nal proprietors 

"
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The native Americans for the most part maintained peaceful
relations with the EnglJ-sh settlers. CIearIy however there were
difficul-ties over land. According to several deeds negotiated with
the Tunxis Indians from 1636 to 1673, certain lands had been set
aside for their use. However English encroachments gradually
pushed the Indian from his rightful land, especially that fertile
area called Indian Neck where the Pequabuck and Farmington Rivers
meet. The Tunxis, having learned some of the Englishman's ways,
petitioned the General Court for redress. A new deed was drawn in
May of 1673 confirming tribal ownership of 200 acres of upland to
be held in perpetuity. The town paid E3 to seaf the agreement. In
the course of time it became clear that no deed was able to keep
the English from using Indian land for their own purposes.

THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY

By 1700 there were 155 taxable citizens and a total
population of perhaps 750.In L704 Farmington ranked second in the
colony in per capita wealth, dt E64 per taxable inhabitant. It was
by now a bustling community with blacksmiths, shoemakersr weavers'
tanners, coopers, masons and carpenters. The General Court voted
E6 for the services of physician Dr. Daniel Porter. John Brownson
had set up the first miI1 by 1650. Later the Hart family operated
a larger miII opened on the river. But the town was predominantly
an agricultural town, where everyone farmed regardless of what
other trade they may have had.

Begj-nning in 1705 new pari.shes were set up in Great Swamp
(BerIin), Southi.ngton (I724), New Cambridge (Bristol) in L744,
Northington (Avon) in 1750, New Britain in 1754 and Burlington in
L77 4. These new parishes served as the seeds for new towns which
would be set off from Farmington later in the century.

By J-709 the meetinghouse became too small and a new one was
finished in I714. Sixty years later the meetinghouse again was
worn out and in I769 the Ecclesj.astical Society voted to replace
it. Captain Judah Woodruf f and Fisher Gay \i/ere named to obtain
materials for the buj.lding. Timber from Maine was purchased on
trips to Massachusetts. The frame was erected in the summer of
I7'1I and the octagonal spj.re raised in one piece. The building was
finished the followi.ng summer and opened for worship in November
of L772.In L774 a copper belI was hung. Acknowledged to be one of
New England's most beautiful eighteenth century meetinghouses, it
still stands as a testj-monj.al to the skill of the builder, and to
the congregation who paid a tax of "a penny ori the pound" to fund
its building. Credj.t must be given to Judah Woodruff also for many
of the fine houses he built for Farmington citizens that st-j.Il
stand on Main Street and Mountain Spring Road. His own house on
Mountain Spring Road is a fine example.

The first decades of the eighteenth century brought threats
of fndian raids which increased during the French and Indian Wars.
There was fear that the Tunxj.s would join with other tribes
against the Brj.tish. They remained loya1 however and several
fndian men fought against the French duri.ng the hostilities.
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rn 1733 minister samuel whj.tman, to help christianize
rndians, started a schoo] for them in rarmington" An rndian
who reached grammar or secondary l-evel and aimed toward the
ministry was awarded an English suit to wear. otherwise he
have a large bl-anket! E1ght Farmington familles boarded the
students at four shillings per week

the
youth

was to

On the eve of the Revol-ution the Indians of Farmington weredestitute from lack of l-and to farm or Lease. Although early deeds
had supposedly guaranteed the rndj.an Neck to them, constant
encroachments by English farmers reduced their holdinqs pitifully.
Also fines for crimes forced Indians to sell- parcels 6f land topay debts. The Tunxis petitioned the General- assembly for reliefto no avail-. rn 1772 a young Mohegan inissionary, .roseph Johnson,visited Farmington on his way to oneida country. The tunxis
persuaded him to stay and open a school- f or trre j_r chil_dren. Hetaught a dozen rndian and one or two English youngsters, heldprayer meetings and initiated a religious revival among thenati-ves. At his urging the Tunxj-s decided to sell their lands andlive with the Oneidas. They relocated to Brothertown, New york butby the early l-800's were forced west agai-n, Lo Brothertown,
Wi-sconsin where their descendants stili 1ive"

The passing of the Stamp Act in 1765 rallied Connecticut inprotest- In 1770 the town resolved to suspend trade with New york
and anyone suspected of tradj-ng with the British" Resolutionssupporting nonimportation and American manufacturing were adopted.During the blockade of Boston a Committee of Correspondence wisestablished to organize food supplies for that city and Fj.sher Gaycollected 300 to 400 bushels of grai.n to be shi.ppe-d. In add"ition70 armed men stood ready to go to Boston's aid.

Farmington was among the fi-rst t.owns to firt and send a
company of mil-itia to Massachusetts. company six of the secondConnecticut Regiment was formed with 94 men- under Captaj-n NoadiahHooker. Another company under Major Joel- Cl-ark of soutnington was
composed mainly of Farmington men and reported to have beencarrying arms made in town, possibly aL Lrre Hammond gun works onZachrs Brook in Unionvill-e. rn February of 177 6 eeneial Washingtonordered Fisher Gay to secure all avail_lble gunpowder inConnecticut and Rhode Island. He rounded up-seireral tons, to thecommanderrs satisfaction. shortly t.hereafter cay, who was thenextremely 111, died from dysentery.

There were some inhabitants of the town who remained neutralor professed their loyalty to the king. Tory Mathj.as Leaming,after family l-ands were confj.scated, iegistered his protest on histombstone - that he was now "beyond the reach of parlecushion."
Moses Dunbar of New cambri-dge (Bristol), a Tory who actuallyjoined the British army' was hanged at Gallows HilI in Hartford.

Farmingtonts safe inl-and position brought increased trafficand its benefits to the town. Large caches or gunpowder werestored here. Taverns did well wj-th passing troops- and travel-ersavoiding the coast. rnnkeeper phinebs lewis hosled General George
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Washington who passed through
meet with Rochambeau. However
wined and dined Farmington's
meadows.

Farmington several times on trips to
it was the French army officers who

young ladies while encamPed in the

Durj.ng the Revolution the demand for independence and parti-
cipati.on in government prompted outlying parishes to demand
incorporatj-on. Citing the loss of a voice in government by reason
of the great distance to travel, Southington tn L779, then Berlin
and Bristol in 1785, sPlit off as towns in their own right. This
reduced Farmington's population from I0r000 to 2,700, a
considerable loss of tax base and terri-tory.

THE N]NETEENTH CENTURY

In the post Revolutj.onary years farming began to decline as
soils were exhausted after 200 years of cultivation. The opening
of western lands fured New England'S young men to "go west" and
Farmington saw a tide of emigration as residents sought out new
lands in Vermont, New York and the Western Reserve. Men began to
turn to trade to make a living. The number of stores in town
increased as merchants sold farm goods from the country j-n

exchange for manufactured articles.

Foreign trade, using Farmington's surplus farm products as a
commodity, was carried on by John and Chauncey Deming and the five
sons of Efijah Cowl-es. They made fortunes importing tinware, seal-
furs, silks, tea and porcelain from China. Several Farmington-
owned ships carried kiln dried Indj-an corn, horses and barrel
staves to the West Indies and brought back sugar, molasses and
rum. Local manufactories included Stephen Brownsonrs cloth works,
Asa Andrews' tin shop and Hammond's gun factory on Zach's Brook in
the Union District.

The relative increase in wealth brought changes to the staid
puritan village. Stately homes arose on Main Street for wealthy
merchants, such as the Timothy Cowfes House at 87 Main Street and
Gad Cowles'brick mansion with its ballroom at 63 Main Street.
Broadcloth replaced homespun and luxuries like pianos helped
create pleasant evenings. Subscription libraries were started
which provided reading material for debates and evenj.ng discussion
groups. The Farmington Academy, established in 1816, provided
higher education beyond the common school level for both boys and
girls. In 1844 Miss Sarah Porter, daughter to town minister Noah
Porter, founded a female seminary to educate y.oung ladies.

The rise of trade required better roads. The year J-792
ushered in the turnpike era in Connecticut. The TalcotL Mountain
Turnpike which ran through Farmington to New Hartford became the
main artery from Hartford to Albany. Farmington was also linked by
turnpikes to Bristol, Middletown and Danbury.

New York's canal building craze spurred a group of New Haven
men to propose building a canal from Long Isl-and Sound to the
Massachusetts border to draw off trade from Hartford and the

-4-



Connecticut River. Farmington supported the idea immediately and
by June of 1828 the feeder from Unionvill-e and the aqueduct were
fj.nished and the first boat launched. The canal put the union
District in the west end of town at the head of navigation and
gave rise to the industrial community of Unionville where a water
power company with its own canal-s and numerous mills produced
paper, hardware and cloth in the decades following.

The second decade of the century saw a reform movement sweepthe nation and the town. Anti-Masonry, temperance and abolj.tion
all were targets of those who sought changes in public morals andpolitical parties. Anti-Masonry was short-lived but the temperance
and abolj.tion movements garnered much support.

rn the early l-800's liquor was cheap, abundant and untaxed.
rn rB24 there were 2r taverns, stores and shops serring liquor. rt
was recognized early, by Dr. Eli Toddr ds a source of povefty andcrime. rn 1842 the washington Temperance soci-ety was formed, its
members pledging to total abstinence. Lemonade became the featured
dr j-nk at social events. within a few years the soci.ety had 569
members and was active until the Civil War.

An Anti-Slavery Society was formed in I846 by a substantial
and vocal minority. During an anti-slavery speech in the unionHal-l the previous December rowdies threw a brick at the speaker,narrowly missing his head. A riot ensued. Thirteen of farmj-ngton's
"men of standing" were arrested but none were convicted. The case
was l-ater dropped to preserve town harmony.

Farmington became the leading abolition center in Hartford
county and local men, notably Austin F. wilriams, samuel Deming
and John T. Norton, were active in support of the Amj-stad Africansin the early 1840's. When freed in 184I Cinque and hj.s band werebrought to Farmington to l-ive whil-e awaiting return to Afrj.ca. Thepresence of the Amistad Africans did much to sway local- opinion infavor of abolishing slavery and freeing American slaves. The town
was so active in anti-slavery activi.ty that Farmj-ngton was calledthe Grand central stati.on of the underground Railroad.

when the civil- war commenced the town raised its quota ofvolunteers, chiefry from unionvil-1e. From a populatj.on of 3,000,
299 men enlisted from the town. There were 44 deaths and casual-tj-es and a number of men imprisoned j-n southern prison camps atAndersonville and Libbey prison. rn lg65 narminglon voters
supported a constj.tutional- amendment that would have granted bl-acksuffrage had iL passed statewide.

After the war the two ends of town began to diverge more and
more in general character and ecohomy. Farmington, always agricul-tural, remained so but began looking f or more economicai rc1i" tofarm. A creamery was set up which ran profitably for 20 yeais andthe American Guernsey Cattle Club formed. The noot brothers andl-ater the wadsworths invested in mountain grown peaches andapples. Unionville enlarged and diversified its mifts to producetools, hardware and cutlery. By 1B8O Unionville factories employed
300 people.
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The extensj-on of the trolley line to Unionville in 1894
changed the town from an isolated village to a growing suburb. A

wave of immigration took place aS lt,alj-ans, Poles and Slovaks
joined the fiisfr immigrants who came to work on the canal several
lenerations earlier. After the turn of the century, 25 percent of
the population was foreign born.

THE TWENTIETH CENTURY

When World War I broke out in 1914, L77 men went to serve and
citizens joined forces in volunteer groups to patrol water pipes,
sel-l bonds and make clothing f or the ir soldiers. Two American
Legion posts were named after men killed - the Louis Hanrahan Post
in-Unj-onvi]le and the James Palache Post in Farmington. Much the
same kind of vof unteer acti.vJ.ty took place during World War II.
Citj.zens served as air raid wardens, they ran paper and salvage
drives and sold war bonds.

The postwar years found the town admiLting that it was no
longer a small town. The population of 5,300 in 1940 rose to
10,800 in 1960. Soon there were 12,000 residents scattered not
only i-n both centers but in numerous developments. Inhabitants
voted j.n I946 to consolidate several voting agencies and to adopt
a counci.l-manager form of government, better able to handle the
problems of a rapidly growing suburb.

The hurricane of August L9, 1955 was an unprecedented
disaster. As the river flooded, portions of Farmi-ngton and New
Britaj.n Avenues were wiped out. Thirteen lives were lost including
two policemen, Charles Yodkins and Joseph Morin, Jr. Over 100
houses were destroyed and 90 seriously damaged.

The f]ood of 1955 brought efforts to prepare a comprehensive
plan of development to deal with the resulting destruction of
parts of town and with the town's rapid growth.

Redevelopment in the 1960's and 1970's to replace buildings
and jobs lost j.n the flood saw a new Unionville center replacing
the old wooden shops and houses previously located there. A new
Town Hal-I and j-ndustrial and professional parks were built to
handle growing town and commercial interests. Interstate 84 and
the Westfarms Mal1 attracted large companies, giving Farminqton an
attractive tax base.

The I990 Census data reported Farmington's population at
20,608 and that it contained over 8r600 housing units. Only
slightty more than 13 percent of the town's Lotal land area is
currently considered usable f or f uture residentia.l- development.

Adapted
L982.

from Farmington in Connectj.cut by Chrj-stopher Bickford,
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Formation of the Villa of Farmi ton Historic District
a

Aims of the Farmington Hj storic District Commissj-on

At the first Study Committee meeting in September of tg62
Town Planner Robert Donald brought several points to the
Commi-ttee's attention. He noted that there was considerable land
available for development in Farmington's central residential
distr j.ct; that new hi-ghway construction then being planned would
bring increased growth to the center of town; and as Hartford
expanded westward, Farmington village was in danger of being
absorbed into an "urban sprawl" and might lose its distinct
vl11age character. Concerned with the route that new construction
and growth might take, the Study Committee decided unanimously to
recommend the formation of a historic district whose objective
woul-d be to preserve the three century span of outstanding
archj-tecture found in the historic village center.

At subsequent meetings the Committee developed the aims of a
Historic District more fully. Its overall purpose was to preserve
the architectural significance of individual buildings and the
historic archj-tectural character of the virrage as a whole. An
immediate goal was to controf the appearance of future alterations
and new construction and in particular to keep appearances of
business properties consistent wj-th the district. The Commj-ttee
stated that j-t was not concerned with interiors, nor would iLs
guidelines be made retroactive, that j.s, requife changes to
existing bui.ldings. The boundaries of the proposed distr ict were
initj-a1ly drawn along Farmington Avenue from Mountain Spring Road,
south on Main Street to Tunxj-s Street, west to the river and east
up Mountain Road.

The Historic Distrj-ct Study Committee then began planning a
campai-gn to acquaint residents with the aims of districting, using
criterj-a developed by the National Trust for Historic preserva-
tion. The criteria addressed issues of architectural and histor-
ical- signi-f i.cance, suitability, adaptabi.lity and educational use.

The proposed Farmington dj-strict contaj-ned al-l- the criteria
set forth by the National Trust. rts boundaries were clearly
defj-ned, encompassing the area traditj-onal-ly known as "the
vi-11age" which contaj-ned houses and other structures assocj-ated
with individuals and events important j-n the town's history. The
architecture j-ncluded styles of three plus centuries, with many of
the buildings adapted for contemporary use as school dormj-torie's,
cfassrooms, galleri-es and shops. fn addition there were two public
museums, the Hill-Stead and the Farmington Museum. Hill-Stead was
the home of architect Theodate Pope Riddle and houses a col-Iection
of rmpressj-onist period paintings and drawings collected by herparents. The Farml.ngton Museum, now call-ed the stanley-whitman
House, is a coronial- house museum buil-t c. 1720. Both are open tothe public. Farmington can also point to a significant history ofaboriginal man as may be seen in the Pal-eo-Indian collection ofartifacts in the Day-Lewis Museum opened after the formation ofthe District. The area al-so enjoys adequate fire and police pro
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tection and good public access. The proposed Farmington district
obviously included all the necessary criteria in one package.

After large public meetings and small neighborhood meetings
took place to acquaint residents with the proposal and gai.n their
suppoit, the Study Committee submitted its report to the Town
Council on May 23,1963. The Town Councj.l rejected the proposal-
because of "sufficient opposition." The Study Committee revised
its proposal, dropping the acreage ftom 422 to 273 with sub-
stantial cuts to the boundarj.es. The second proposal was also
rejected by the Councj.l which decided that the 75 percent approval
re[ui.red by 1aw was not enough, gi.ven the strength of the opposi-
tion. The Study Committee then dj-sbanded.

A second Study Committee was formed in March, 1964 - It
prepared a proposal that included only those property owners
were in favor of a historic district, and not those opposed.
proposal was successful in being approved. The Town Council
in ordinance creating the Farmington Hj.storic District as of
1, 1965. A commission of fjve members was appointed; Richard
Butterfield, Chair, Wallace MacDonald, Theodore W. Stedman,
H. Bush and James McA. Thomson.

who
This

passed
JuIY
D.

Corey

The mission of the Historic District was stated as follows:
".. ... To promote the educational, cultural, economj-c and
general welfare of the town through preservation and pro-
tection of buildings and places of historic interest; and
through development of appropriate settl.ngs for such
buildings and places. "

The Commissj-on's goal was "to work to maintain a three
century span of architecture which is of rare historic character
and epj-tomizes the New England vi.Itage in its grandest form."

The Historic Dj.strict at its founding included 115 houses
dating from f650 to mid-twentieth century, clustered around the
L77L meetinghouse, the Stanley-Whitman House and Miss Porter's
School.

In l-972 the Farmington Historic District was listed on the
National Register, the nation's list of cultural and historic
resources. By working for National Register Iisting the Commj.ssion
felt that historic Farmington woul-d have better protection from
the network of highways then bei.ng planned and i-mplemented by the
state. In L984 the Commission began studyi.ng the enlargement of
the district along the lines of the first Study Committee pro-
posal. The Farmington Historical Society in 1985 obtained a
$15r000 grant to prepare a Hj.storic Resources Inventory. The
Inventoryr commonly called the Architectural Survey, researched
and photographed over 400 structures in Farmington. The Survey was
published in 1986 and wiII serve as a useful resource should the
Commission appty for enlargement of the district in the future.
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Typi.cal Arch j tectural Styles Rel.at j ng to the

Dj-strict and Surroundinq Areas

Many o1d houses do not fit neatly j"nto a specific style
category. Some exhjbit efements of several architectural styles
while others have simple, unpretentious clesigns that lack
i-dentif ying f eatures. Others are dj-stinct j ve as examples of a type
of buj.Iding rather than a style; t.he desi gn of these "vernaculari'
houses i-s often a ref]ection of functional and structural need.s
rather than stylistic aj-ms. whether your house is humbl_e or "high
sty1e, " examining iLs forms, pran and decorative details should
enable you to recognize some basj-c characterj-stj-cs.

1600's-1700's Earlv New Enqland House

This vernacul-ar housing type,
popularly called a "Colonia1r " j-s
characterized by a boxlike form,
promJ-nent central chimney and a
steeply pj.tched gable roof wj_th
narrow eaves. Exterior walls are
covered wj-th narrow clapboards or
wood sh-i-ngles. In larger examples,
the upper story may project beyond
the lower. Simple and unadorned, its
design refl-ects postmedieval- English
buildj ng tradj-tions adapted to local
mater j als and cl- j-matic condj-tions;
its l-ow ceilJngs, smaf f wj-ndows and
rooms cl-ustered around a central
chi-mney served col-onist's basic need
to keep warm in New England wj.nters.
The familiar "saftbox" shape js the
result of extending the rear roof
slope to create addj-tional space.
Because they were often subsequently
updated j-n the Georgian or Federal
styles, few original examples of
thj s si.mple housing type survive.

Typl.cal Examples z 23 Main
3 3 Hi.qh

Street
Street

1700's-18I0's Georgi,an Styl"e

ffiHffi
ffi

r

I

The exterior of the Georgi-an house
often looks simj"lar to the early New
England house type, but has a more
formal plan and displays a new
emphasi.s on classical- decoratj.ve
detail-. It is characterized by a
symmetri-cal facade featuri-ng a
centered front entryway capped by a
crown or pedi.ment with flanking
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pilasters. The cornice is often
emphasized with modillion blocks or
decorative molding. Windows have
double-hung sashes with six, nine or
twelve panes per sash. Wood frame
examples of the style predominate in
Connecticut, although some brick
versions were constructed. The use
of classical elements reflected the
demand for more fashionable build-
ings as the American colonies
prospered and exPanded in the t8th
century.

Typical Examples z 66 Main
4 Hi.gh

Street
Street

17 80 ' s-1820 ' s Federal Style

t=
---lL-i+- -

trtr

The Federal house rePresents a
refinement of the Georgian stYle.
Detail-s are li-ghter and more deli-
cate, low-pitched hiPPed roofs are
common and elIj.ptical, circular and
fanl-ike shapes are frequently used.
Windows have double-hung sashes with
six, nine or twel've Panes Per sash.
An important identifying feature is
a front entryway toPPed bY a fan-
Iight with flanking sideJ-ights - Both
wood frame and brick examPles were
constructed in Connecticut. The
style drew upon contemporary Euro-
pean trends, and the use of geome-
tric patterns for decoration
reflected a renewed inLerest in
ancient classical moti.f s.

Typical Examples: 122
130

Mai-n
Main

Street
Street

I830ss-l-860's Greek Revival Style

Inspired by Greek temple forms, this
style j.s most often j.dentj.fied by a
gabled roof of low Pitch, a wide
bank of trim beneath the cornice
line of the roof and an entrY Porch
or full-width porch supported bY
square or round columns. The temple-
like effect is frequently emphasized
by a front-gabled roof with corner
pilasters supporting a fulI trian-
gular pediment or cornice edges
which turn inward for a few feet to
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suggest the lower section of a fuIl
pediment. A front entryway (often in
the gable end) is commonly flanked
by narrow sidelights with a rectan-
gular line of transom lights above.
Windows have double-hung sashes with
sj-x panes per sash. The style
appealed to the young American
nation as a break from the English-
based Georgian and Federal styles
and for its associations wi-th the
ancient democracies of Greece.

Typical Examples: 56 Main Street
87 Main Street

1840!s-1870's Gothic Revival Styl-e

ffi

The informal plan and fanciful orna-
mentati.on of the Gothi-c Revival
style was a reactj-on to the
restrai.ned, boxlike symmetry of
preceding styles. Features associ-
ated with the style are steeply
pitched roofs and gables, bay
wj-ndows, wide one-story verand.as and
decorative wood trim along eaves and
gable edges. Pointed arch windows
are often used. The exterior is
usually clad with clapboards or
vertical board and batten siding.
Windows are often crowned by a drip
molding wj-th upturned ends to
deflect rainwater. The style's most
popular form j-s the smal_l house or
"cottage" whose picturesque design
and decoration and its romantic
associations with the bucol-ic
country life of ruraf England
appealed to America's expanding
worki.ng and middle cl-asses.

Typical Examples: 36
I4

Main Street
Mountain Road

1840rs-l-880's Itali.anate Style

HHI ffi'HH
H H

Loosely based on simple ftalian
villa designs, the Ital_ianate house
is characterJ.zed by a flat or gently
sloping hj.pped roof having side
eaves with decorative brackets,
frequently t.opped by a square
cupola. Other examples have square
towers attached to the front facade.

-12-



Windows are usually tall, narrow and
have double-hung sashes. Small- entry
porches or one story porches across
the facade are common. Like the con-
current Gothic Revival, the ltalian-
ate style emphasized rambling,
informal plans and picturesque
decoration.

Typical Examples: 90
45

Main
High

Street
Street

1850's-1880's Second Empire Style

o

t880rs-l-910's

Reflecting the latest French
building fashj-ons, this stYle is
characterized by the distj.nctive
mansard roof, frequently with
dormers. The boxy roofline permitted
a full upper story of usable attic
space. Bel-ow the mansard roof ,
examples of the style frequentlY
resemble Italianate style designs
with bracketed eaves, tal]
round-headed windows and prominent
square towers.

Oueen Anne Styfe

This highly decorative style, which
dominated American domestic building
at the turn of Lhe century, is char-
acterized by irregular massing and
the exuberant use of a variety of
forms, textures, materials and
cofors. Corner turrets and towers,
tall chimneys, bays, porches and
encj.rcling verandas are combined to
create a complex composition. Hori-
zonta1 siding is juxtaposed with
patterned wood shingles, half-
timbering, ornamental woodwork, and
brick, stone, slate and stucco to
enliven exterior surfaces. Stained
and other decorative glass is
frequently used, especially in
staj-rweI1 windows, transom panels
and in the characteristic "Queen
Anne sash, " a large pane of clear
glass bordered by smaller multi-
colored panes.

Main
High

Typical Examples: Street
Street
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1880rs-I910's Shinqle Stvle

The style is t.ypified by a uniform
covering of unpainted or stained
wood shingles from roof to founda-
tion walls. Like the eueen Anne
style it usually has a rambling
plan, irregular massing, an asym-
metrical facade and ample porches,
but is set apart by its lack of
decorati-on and ornament. Casement
and sash windows are generally
smallr mdy have many panes and are
often grouped into twos or threes.
The style originated in and is
generally associated with coastal
New England.

Typj.cal Examples: 62
143

Main
Main

Street
Street

I890rs-l-940's Period Revi.val Styles

H

In the initial decades of this
century architects and builders bor-
rowed from a range of earl-ier styles
and forms to des'ign mod.ern houses
with a consciously hj.storical
flavor. Many suburban developments
from those years contain entire
streets lined with clapboarded
American "Colonialsr " half-timbered
English "Tudors" and stuccoed
"Mediterraneans. ,'

The Colonial Revival style stemmed
f
E
rom a renewed interest in the earlynglish and Dutch houses of the

Atlantic seaboard. It combined lgth
century Georgian and Federal_ styles
with contemporary elements to create
nostalgically appealing designs.
CIassical motifs associ_ated wi.th
early American architecture - pedi-
ments, columns and pilasters, fan-
Ij-ghts, etc. - were often incor-
porated into asymmetrical eueen Annestyle designs. Colonial Revival
houses can be distinguished from
ori.ginal houses of the 18th and
early 19th century by the exag-
gerated proportions and the eclectic
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mixi.ng of detaj-1s from simple verna-
cular houses with elements from
grand classical bui ldings.

Typical Examples: 105 Main Street
37 Mountain Road

The Tudor Revival style j-s loosely
ase on me eva Engli.sh prototYPes

ranging from thatched cottages to
grand manor houses, It is character-
ized by an irregular Plan with
steeply pi.tched multi-gab1e roofs,
overhanging upper stories and
gables, prominent chimneYs, wood or
metal multi-paned casement windows
and the use of half-timbering with
brick or stucco infill.

Typi cal Examples: Spring Road
Spring Road

49 Mt.
80 Mt.

1900-1930's

The Mediterranean Revival style j-s

basEdl on Spanish colonj al an d
southern European examPles and is
characterized by a Iow-Pitched or
f lat roof covered wj.th red tj-les' an
asymmetrj.cal facade, arcaded porches
and a stucco or brick wall surface-
Towers and curvilinear parapets j-n

imitation of Spanish missj-on archi-
tecture are frequentlY used, ds are
wrought iron wj-ndow gri-Iles and
small bal-conies.

Typical Example: 182 Garden Street

Bunqalow

ffi

flI

Derived from the Bengali word
"bang1a, " meaning a low house
surrounded by porches, the American
bungalow has its roots in turn-of-
the-century California, where
favorable climatic and social condi-
tions encouraged j-ts sPread as an
informal and affordable housing
type. Generally well constructed
rl.Lfr good-quality materials, the
bungalow quickly spread throughout
the country by means of Pattern
books or working drawings ordered
for as little as five dollars from
popular magazines. The tYPical
bungalow has a low, one to one-and-
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a-half story form with gently
pitched gables often sheltering a
prominent open front porch. Natural
materials such as wood, stucco and
brick are emphasj.zed. Its open and
informal plan features a spacious
"living room" replacing the old-
fashioned parlor.

Typical Example z L26 Main Street

Some houses are disLinctive as a
type of building rather than for a
specific architectural style. The
American Foursquare house, popular
from around 1900 into the 1920's, is
a two-story square or rectangular
box having a hipped roof with hipped
roofed dormers, narrow clapboard
siding and a fuI1-width single-story
front porch.

Typical Examples: 8 Mountain
l0 Mountain

Road
Road

1930's

Also common to this period is the
double-decker, a house type ideally
suited to narrow city lots. It
typj.cally has two or three stories,
a gable end facing the street, doors
and windows regularly spaced and a
multj.story porch spanning the front
of the house. Both house types are
frequently decorated with Colonial
Revj-val- or Queen Anne detail-s.

Typical Example: 88 Garden Street

The Modern Era

The influence of modern art fol-
lowing the industrial revolution may
be seen in this style with its
emphasis on function and dj.rectness
of form. Asymmetrical plans and low-
pitched or fl-at roofs frequently
produced simple geometri.cal con-
figurations. Windows often consisted
of large cl-ear expanses of glass
with awning or casement operators.
Trim as wel-l- as moldings were simple
with a de-emphasis on ornament. In

- 16-



contrast to earl-ier periods there
was a strong emphasis on using
materials as furnished by industry
requiring a minimum of hand labor
during construction.

Later, in the 1970's, a reaction to
the tenets of early modernism
developed. In search of new direc-
tions, abstractions of motj-ves from
earlier styles, Shi-ngle, Queen Anne
and even Classical were incorporated
in what has become known as the
"Post Modern" style.
Typi-cal Examples: 190

27
Garden Street
High Street
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APPENDIX A

EXCERPTS FROM STATE STATUTE
Relating to Historic Districts

Sec. 7'I47f. Considerations in determining approprj-ateness.Solar enerqy systems.

(a) If the commission determines that the proposed erection,arteratj.on or parking wirl be appropriate, it shal-r issue acertificate of appropriateness. rn passing on appropriateness asto exterior architectural features, buildings or- structures, thecommission shall consider, in addition to oiher pertinent factors,the type and style of exterj.or windows, d.oors, light fixtures,signs, aboveground. utility structures, mechanical appurtenances
and the type and texture of building materials. rn pissing uponappropriateness as to exterior architectural_ features the
commj-ssj-on shal-l also consider, in addj.tion to any other pertinentfactors, the historical and architectural value ai-ra sigtri?icance,architectural style, scaler g€n€rdl design, arrangement, textureand material of the architectural features invol_ved and therel-ationship thereof to the exterj.or architectural_ style andpertinent features of other buirdj-ngs and structures in the
immedj.ate neighborhood. No application for a certj-ficate ofappropriateness for an exterior architectural feature, such as asolar energy system, designed for the utilization of renewableresources shall be denied unless the commi-ssion fi-nds that thefeature cannot be installed without substantially J.mpairing thehistoric character and appearance of the districl. .:...
(b) rn its del-j-berations, the historj.c district commission shall-act only for the purpose of controlling the erection or alteration
9{ buiJ-dings, structures or parking which are incongruous with thehistorj-c or architectural aspects of the distrj.ct. ift" commissj-onshall not consider interior arrangement or use. However, thecommission may recommend adaptive reuse of any buildings orstructures within the di.strict compati-ble with the hisiori-carchi-tectural aspects of the district 

"
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APPENDIX B

EXCERPTS FROM THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIORIS
STANDARDS FOR REHABILITATION ANd THE DEPT. OF THE INTERIOR,

PARK SER cE's PRESERVATION BRIEFS

Standard 6. of the Secretary of the Interior's "standards for
Rehabilitation" states that "deteriorated architectural
features shall be repaired rather than replaced whenever
possible. In the event replacement is necessary' the new
iraterial should match the material- being replaced in composi-
tion, design, color, texture and other visual qualities."
Therefore, the Secretary's Standard and their accompanying
Guidelines never recommend resurfacing buildings with any new
material that does not duplicate the historic material because
of the strong potential of altering the character of the
historic building.

B Outline of planni-ng process recommended by the National
Service to assist parties undertakJ.ng rehabilitation of
historic buildings that meets the Secretary's "Standards
Rehabilitation. "

Identify and preserve those materials and features that
are important in defining the building's historj-c
character: wood siding, brackets, cornj-ces, window
architraves, doorways' pediments, etc.

Park

for

in most cases
I. and 2. are

1

2

2

3

Undertake routine maintenance on historic materials and
features: caulking, painting, etc

3. Repair historic materials and features: patching, piecing'
etc.

4. Replace severely damaged or deteriorated historic
materials and features in kind rather than with
substitutes if f easible: roof ing, siding, etc

Replacement of wood siding with aluminum or vinyl may be an
acceptable alternative onIY if:

t The existing siding is
cannot be repaired.

so deteriorated or damaged that it

The substitute material can be
ibly damaging or obscuring the
trim of the building.

install-ed without irrevers-
architectural features and

The substitute material can match the historic material in
size, profife and finish so that there is no change in the
historic character of the buil-ding.

l

Aluminum or vinyl is an acceptable substitute
when replacing unhistoric sidi.ng if conditions
met.
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APPENDIX C

FROM THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIORISEXCERPTS

GUlDELINES FOR REHABILITATING HISTORIC BUILDINGS

Buildtng Exterior:

Recommended

llasonry:

Identifying, retaining and pre-
serving masonry features that are
that are important in defining the
overall historic character of t,he
building such as walls, brackets,
railings, cornices, window archi-
traves; door pediment,s, steps,
and columnsl and joint and unit
size, tooling and bonding patterns,
coatings, and color.

Wood:

Identifying, retaining, and pre-
serving wood features that are
important in defining the overall
histo::ic character of the building
such as siding, cornices, brackets,
window architraves, and doorway
pediments; and their paints,
finishes, and colors.

Inspecting painted wood surfaces to
determine whet,her repainting is
necessary or if cleaning is all
that is required.

Removing damaged or deteriorated
paint to the next sound layer
using the gentlest method possible
(handscraping and handsanding),
then repainting.

Using chemical strippers primarily
to supplement other methods such
as handscraping, handsanding, and
the above-recommended thermal
devices. Detachable wooden elemenls
such as shutt.ers, doors, and columns
may - with the proper safeguards -
be chemically dip-stripped.

Not. Recommended

Removing or radically changing masonry
features which are important in de-
fining the overall historic character
of the building so that, as a result,
the character is diminished.

Replacing or rebuilding a major
portion of ext,erior masonry walls that
could be repaired so that, as a
result, the building is no longer
htstoric and is essentially new
cons truction.

Removing or radically changing wood
features which are important in
defining the ov'era11 historic char-
acter of the building so that, as a
result, the character is diminished.

Removing a major portion of the
historic wood from a facade instead of
repairing or replacing only the
deteriorated wood, then reconstructing
the facade with new material in order
to achieve a uniform or rrimprovedrr
appearance.

Removing paint thac is firmly
adhering to, and thus protecting,
wood surfaces.

Using destructlve paint removal
methods such aS propane or butane
torches, sandblasting, or water-
blasting. These methods can irre-
versibly damage historic woodwork.

Failing to neutralize t.he wood
thoroughly after using chemicals so
that new paint does not adhere.

Allowing detachable wood features to
soak t,oo long in a caustic solution
so that the wood grain is raised and
the surface roughened.
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Recommended

Architectural Metals:

Identifying, retaining, and preserving
architectural metal features such as
columns, capitals, window hoods, or
stairways that are important in de-
fining the overall hisroric character
of the buildingl and their finishes
and colors.

Roofs:

Identifying, retaining, and preserving
roofs - and their functional and
decorative features - that are impor-
tant in defining the overall historic
character of the building. This in-
cludes the roofrs shape, such as
hipped, gambrel, and mansardl decora-
tive features such as cupolas, crest-
ing, chimneys, and weathervanesl and
roofing material such as slate, wood,
clay tile, and metaI, as well as its
size, color, and patterning.

I{indows:

Identifying, retaining, and preserving
windows - and their funct.ional and
decorative features - t.hat are impor-
tant in defining the overall historic
character of the building. Such fea-
tures can include frames, sasht
muntins, glazing, si1ls, heads, hood-
mo1ds, panelled or decorated jambs
and moldings, and interior and
exterior shutters and blinds.

Not Recommended

Removing or radically changing archi-
t.ectural metal features which are
import.ant in def ining the overall
historic character of the building
so lhat, as a resulL, the character
is diminished.

RadicaIly changing, damaging, or de-
st.roying roofs which are important
in defining the overall historic
character of the building so that, as
a result., t.he character is diminished.

Removing a major portion of the roof
or roofing material that is repaira-
ble, then reconstructing it wit.h new
mat.erial in order to create a uniform
or trimprovedrt appearance.

Changing the configuration of a roof
by adding new features such as dormer
windows, vents, or skylights so that
the historic character is diminished.

Removing or radically changing windows
which are important in defining the
overall historic character of the
building so that, as a result, the
character is diminished.

Changing the number, location, size,
or glazing pattern of windows, through
cutting new openings, blocking-in
windows, and installing replacement
sash which does not fit the historic
window opening.

Changing the historic appearance of
windows through the use of inappropri-
ate designs, materials, finishes, or
colors which radically change the
sash, depth of reveal, and muntin con-
figuration; the reflectivity and color
of the glazing; or the appearance of
the frame.

Obscuring historic window trim with
metal or other material.
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Recommended

Entrances and Porches:

Identifying, retaining, and preserving
entrances - and their functional and
decorative features - that, are impor-
tant. in defining the overall historic
character of the building such as
doors, fanlight,s, sidelights, pilas-
ters, entablatures, columns, balus-
trades, and stairs.

Repairing ent,rances and porches by re-
inforcing the historic materials.
Repair will also generally include the
limited replacement in kind - or with
compatible substitute materials - of
those extensively deteriorat.ed or
missing parts of repeated features
where there are surviving prototypes
such as balustrades, cornices, entab-
latures, columns, sidelights, and
stairs.

Designing and constructing a new en-
trance or porch if the historic en-
trance or porch is completely missing.
It may be a restoration based on his-
torical, pictorial, and physical docu-
mentation; or be a new design that is
compatible with the historic character
of the building.

Designing enclosures for hist.oric
porches when required by a new use in
a manner E.hat preserves the historic
charact.er of the building. This can
include using large sheets of glass
and recessing the enclosure wall behind
existing scrollwork, posts, and
balustrades.

Storefronts:

Not Recommended

Removing or radically changing en-
trances and porches which are impor-
tant in defining the overall historic
character of the building so that, as
a result, t,he character is diminished.

Stripping entrances and porches of
historic material such as wood, iron,
cast iron, terra-cotta, tile, and
brick.

Replacing an entire entrance
when the repair of materials
lirnited replacement of parts
appropriate.

or porch
and
are

Identifying, retaining, and preserving
storefronts - and their functional and
decorative features - that are impor-
tant in defining the overall historic
character of the building such as dis-
play windows, signs, doors, transoms,
kick plaLes, corner posts, and entab-
latures.

Using a substitute material for the
replacement parts that does not convey
t,he visual appearance of the surviving
parts of the entrance and porch or
that is physically or chemically
incompatible.

Creating a false hist,orical appearance
because the replaced entrance or porch
is based on insufficient historical,
pictorial, and physical documentation.

Introducing a new entrance or porch
that is incompat,ible in slze, scale,
material, and color.

Enclosing porches in a manner that,
results in a diminution or loss of
historic character such as using solid
materials such as wood, stucco, or
masonry.

Removing or radically changing store-
fronts - and their features - which
are important in defining the overall
historic character of the building so
that, as a result, the character is
dimini shed.

Changing the st,orefront so that it
appears residential rather t.han com-
mercial in character.
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Recommended Not Recommended

Building Site:

Identifying, retaining, and preserving Removing or radically changing
buildings and their features as well buildings and their features or site
as feat.ures of the site that are impor- feat.ures which are important in
tant. in defining its overall historic defining the overall historic char-
character. Site features can include acter of the building site so thaE, as

driveways, walkways, lighting, fencing, a result, the character is diminished.
signs, benches, fountains, wells, ter-
races, canal systems, plants and treest
berms, and drainage or irrigation
ditches; and archaeological features
that are important. in defining the
history of the site.

Retaining the historic relationship
between buildings, landscape features,
and open space.

Energy Retrofitting:

Installing freestanding solar collec-
tors in a manner that Preserves the
historic propert.yt s character-defining
features.

Designing attached solar collectors,
including solar greenhouses, so that
the character-defining features of
the property are Preserved.

Placing solar collectors on non-
character-defining roof or roofs of
non-historic adjacent buildings.

Removing or relocating historic build-
ings or landscape features, t.hus de-
stroying the historic relationship
between buildings, landscape features'
and open space.

Installing freestanding solar collec-
tors that obscure, damage, or destroy
historic landscape or archaeological
features .

Locat.ing solar collectors where
radically change the propertyrs
pearance; or damage or destroy
character-defining features.

they
ap-

Placing solar collectors on roof when
such collectors change the historic
roofline or obscure the relationship
of the roof to character-defining roof
features such as dormers, skylights'
and chimneys.
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Recommended

New Additions to Historic Buildings:

Constructing a new addition so that
there is the least possible loss of
historic materials and so that charac-
ter-defining features are not
obscured, damaged, or destroyed.

Not Recommended

Expanding the size of the historic
building by const,ructing a new addi-
tion when the new use could be met by
a ltering non-character-def ining
interior spaces.

Attaching a new addition so that the
character-defining feat.ures of the
historic building are obscured,
damaged, or destroyed.

Locating the attached exterior addi-
tion at the rear or on an inconspicu-
ous side of a historic building; and
limiting it.s size and scale in rela-
tionship to rhe historic building.

Designing new additions in a manner
that makes clear what is historic and
what is new.

Considering the attached exterior addi-
tion both in t.erms of the new use and
the appearance of other buildings in
the historic district or neighborhood.
Design for the new work may be contem-
porary or may reference design motifs
from the hisEoric building. In either
case, it should always be clearly dif-
ferenEiated from the historic buitding
and be compatible in terms of mass,
materials, relationship of solids to
voids, and color.

Placing new additions such as bal-
conies and greenhouses on non-charac-
ter-defining elevations and limiting
the size and scale in relationship to
the historic building.

Designing additional stories, when
required for the new use, that are set
back from the wall plane and are as
inconspicuous as possible when viewed
from the street.

Designing a new addition so that its
size and scale in relation to the
historic building are out, of propor-
tion, thus diminishing the historic
character.

Duplicating the exact form,
style, and detailing of the
building in Lhe addition so
new work appears t.o be part
historic building.

material,
hi s toric
that the
of the

Designing and constructing new addi-
tions that result in the dirninution or
loss of the historic character of the
resource, including its design, mate-
rials, workmanship, location or
setting.

Using the same wall plane, roof line,
cornice height, materials, siding lap
or window type to make additions
appear to be a part of the historic
bui lding.

Designing new additions such as multi-
story greenhouse additions that ob-
scure, damage, or destroy character-
defining featurbs of the historic
bui 1ding.

Constructing additional st,ories so
that the historic appearance of the
building is radically changed.
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