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Mission Statement

"The Town of Farmington Fire Department is dedicated to providing for the safety and welfare of the community
through the preservation of life, property, and the
environment by maintaining a constant state of readiness through fire fighter
training and public education.”
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On August 4, 2020, Connecticut was hit with Tropical
Storm Isaias. While original reports indicated a minor
to moderate impact, the destruction left in the storms
wake indicated that the impact was quite substantial
with days long recovery efforts. TS Isaias impacted
Connecticut around 2.00pm and finally left the state
around 5:00pm. The TFFD started responding to calls
for service from damage caused by the storm at
2:18pm. Throughout the afternoon and evening there
were 43 calls for service during the storm and by the
end of the day the department responded to 65 calls
for service. The fire department continued to respond
for calls due to the storm until Sunday, August 9th
which encompassed wires down, power restoration
causing fire alarms, improper generator use and other
public assistant requests. On top of these calls were
medical calls that were reported not related to the
storm. The total of calls from a result of the storm was
157 which ended when a majority of the restoration
efforts were completed.

These calls were responded to by our dedicated staff
of career and volunteer firefighters. A total of 70
firefighters handled the calls for service from the
impact of the storm till the majority of the restoration
was completed. The fire department also provided
water hoses at the main fire stations for residents to
utilize during the power outage. Many residents are
still on well, which without power did not allow for the
well pumps to work.

On Tuesday, September 8th, the Town Council
awarded the bid for Ladder 1 to Firematic Supply
Company located in Rocky Hill, CT. Firematic is a
supplier for Pierce Manufacturing which is based in
Appleton, Wisconsin. This new ladder will replace the
current Ladder 1, which is a 2001 Pierce 95 foot mid-
mount platform. This ladder is stationed at
Farmington Fire Station at 76 Main St and is the only
aerial in the Town of Farmington Fire Department.
This replacement was delayed due to the recent
pandemic.




The Town of Farmington Fire Department is a
predominantly volunteer fire department providing
fire, rescue, and medical services to the Town of
Farmington. These dedicated volunteers commit
numerous hours to training, responding to calls,
fundraising and many other essential services. With
the countless hours of dedication and commitment,
it is important that we recognize as well as get to
know the men and women who make up the fire
department who serve the community.

This quarterly member spotlight recognizes
Firefighter Peter“Chip” Anthony. Chip has been a
member or Farmington Volunteer Fire Department
for two years. He resides in Farmington with his wife
and two children. Chip currently works at Calvary
Fellowship in West Hartford as an Operations
manager.

Chip began his volunteer service with the Town of
Farmington Fire Department through a personal
invite from a friend. Having no previous experience
in the fire service it was something that provided a
way to assist the community and be apart of a great
organization. Chip mentioned “When it comes down
to it, | have always had the desire to help people who
are in need. While there are plenty of other ways to
help people, firefighting seemed a unique
opportunity
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to serve the community and learn new skills.” Chip
had always thought about becoming a volunteer
firefighter. Where he was living before

moving to Farmington, there was no opportunity to
serve in the capacity as a volunteer firefighter. AlImost
immediately after moving to Farmington Chip joined
the Farmington Volunteer Fire Department and has
been hard charging forward ever since.

Chip jumped right into taking the Firefighter 1
certification course through the Connecticut Fire
Academy and embarked on a journey learning about
the fire service. He also started to gain knowledge
about the town that his family now calls home. The
training, responding to calls, fundraising events is
priceless along with the comradery gained with his
fellow firefighters. Chip stated recently, “The recent
tropical storm was one of the many opportunities
where | gained valuable

experience during a very busy time for all of our town
departments.” The importance of teamwork,
dependability and dedication is exhibited every day by
the firefighters in the Town of Farmington Fire
Department.

When asked about what he liked best about
volunteering he stated, “There have been many
opportunities to train and learn together as a team at
the department and this increases the sense of
camaraderie and brotherhood. It's also a great chance
to give back as well as serve the community in which |
live and that's important to me.” The wide variety of
individuals who come from different backgrounds and
experience enhances the organization which is
dedicated to serving the Town of Farmington.

¢ Wednesday, December 9th, 10:00 am - 1:00 pm



The Town of Farmington Fire Department will be
receiving a prestigious award that will be presented at
the end of September. The Billy Goldfeder
Organizational Safety Award is sponsored by VFIS under
the Safety, Health and Survival Section of the
International Association of Fire Chiefs and is presented
to a fire service organization that has demonstrated an
outstanding commitment or made a significant
contribution to the fire/EMS service. The department
has made significant strides in the health & safety of its
firefighters with continual progressive programs and
initiatives. The fire service is a hazardous

occupation, but the implementation of safety measures
can ensure that our firefighters have a heightened level
of safety in inherently unsafe environments. This is not
the work of one person, but the commitment and
dedication of the department working together to
ensure everyone goes home healthy and safe at the end
of the day. A special thank you to the TFFD Health &
Safety Committee, while since its formation, has ensured
that the department continues to move forward on
safety initiatives, reviews of policies/directives,
investigation in trends and push for organization
acceptance of safety in the fire department.
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The Town of Farmington Fire Department continues to
ensure the health & safety of its firefighters are a top
priority. While the list presented covers many of topics
the department has worked on, the department is
continually proactive in developing or researching
new methods and ideas to ensure we continue to
maintain our excellence in safety.

2020 Medical Fire
January 258 90
February 243 68
March 211 64
April 149 68
May 157 63
June 195 79
Tuly 206 828
August 233 174
September|( 163 85
Total 1815 779
Grand Total 2584
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The Town of Farmington Fire Department responded
to two fires in one day. On Saturday, 8/29, the East
Farmington Volunteer Fire Department was dispatched
to a Recreational Vehicle (RV) fire on Birdseye Rd at
12:30PM. The RV was reported to be close to a
structure and resulted in a full assighment being
dispatched. Engine 10, Engine 9, Engine 6 and Ladder 1
responded with 15 firefighters and extinguished the
fire limiting damage to the structure. The call for
service was received by Farmington Public Safety
Dispatch Center at 12:33PM with the first piece of
apparatus arriving on scene at 12:40PM. There was
extensive damage to the RV, which is under
investigation by the Town of Farmington Fire Marshals
Office. No injuries were reported.

The second fire was at Taprock Beer, Bar & Refuge
located at 81 South Main St. The Farmington Public
Safety Dispatch Center received a 911 call from the
location at 4:21PM reporting a fire in the kitchen area.
The reported structure fire resulted in a full
assignment from Farmington Volunteer Fire
Department and Tunxis Hose Co. 1. Engine 5, Engine 2,
Rescue 15 and Ladder 1 responded with 16 firefighters.
The first arriving officer reported a fire from the circuit
breaker with extension up the wall. The fire was
knocked down with a fire extinguisher by the first
arriving officer. Firefighters arrived and ensure the fire
was fully extinguished and checked for any extension.
The first apparatus arrived on scene at 4:25PM. The
damage to the structure was minimal, but did cause
business interruption due to the kitchen being shut
down till repairs could be made. The fire is under
investigation by the Town of Farmington Fire Marshal's
Office.




A fire Association was organized in November 1803,
with General Solomon Cowles as chairman. The
village was divided into two wards, and a committee
was named to secure an engine, fire hooks, and a
building in which to keep the equipment. A fire
engine was ordered from New York City in 1808, but
the association lacked the necessary legal authority
to enforce regulations, collect taxes, impose fines,
and go to court. A charter was needed to provide
those powers. The legislature passed the resolve
incorporating the Farmington Fire Society in the fall
of 1808. The new society embraced all inhabitants
living within the town plot, extending south to the
house of Ezekeil Cowles and north to the houses of
John Treadwell and Isaac Black.

Bylaws adopted by the Fire Society in 1846 forbade
the use of portable stoves and required
householders to clean their chimneys every four
months, to keep leather buckets n hand, and to store
their matches in iron boxes. The fire company was
organized like a unit of militia, and service in the
company exempted one from military obligations.

Today we know it as the Farmington Volunteer Fire
Department
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