
   
 

   
 

TOWN OF FARMINGTON 
PLAN & ZONING COMMISSION 

February 22, 2021 

Present for the online web conference was Chair Brenneman, Commissioners Carrier, Grabulis, 
Pogson, St. James and Alternate Commissioners Halstead, J. Vibert and K. Vibert.  The Town 
Planner Kramer, Assistant Town Planner Rutherford, Clerk Michaud and Town Council 
Liaison Capodiferro were also present.  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.   
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE (led by Chair) 
 
Chair Brenneman announced the Traci Stefanik public hearing has been withdrawn and the 402 
Farmington Ave LLC public hearing was continued to March 8th, 2021 and will not be heard 
this evening. 
 
Alternate Commissioner Halstead was appointed to vote on behalf of Commissioner Schwartz. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
8-24 Referral – City of New Britain Water Department 
 
Sebastian Amenta, PE, described the project to extend the water main in Batterson Park Road 
approximately 2,300 feet from Hamilton Way to Bradford Walk.  All work will be conducted 
in the paved roadway and only fifty feet of roadway trench will be open at a time.  Mr. Amenta 
reviewed the proposed erosion control plan.  An inspector will be on site to monitor the project.  
The Inland Wetlands Commission approved this project at the February 17, 2021 meeting.  
Letters will be sent to homeowner in this water main expansion area of the opportunity to 
connect.  The Commission asked for clarification of the expansion area and timing.  Mr. 
Amenta responded they plan to start late spring/early summer and the construction process will 
take approximately 150 days. 
 
Upon a motion made and seconded (St. James/Pogson) it was unanimously 
 
VOTED:  To forward a position referral to the Town Council for the City of New Britain Water 
Department’s project to install a new waterline in Batterson Park Road from Hamilton Way to 
Two Mile Road as presented and on file in the Planning Office. 
 
Farmington Fuel LLC – 989 Farmington Avenue 
 
Site plan application for 989 Farmington Avenue.  This matter was tabled to March 8th, 2021 so 
the applicant can address staff comments. 
 
JDA Farmington, LLC – 784 Farmington Avenue 
 
Robert Wienner, JDA Farmington, LLC, reviewed the approval process for the Chase Bank 
project for the site and that they are now back with the finalized finish details of the portion of 
the relocated building.  Rachana Ky, Amenta Emma Architects, presented the plans and used 
photos to clarify portions of the existing building proposed for demolition and the portion to 
remain.   Mr. Ky next presented the new rear façade/elevation plans.  The first-floor exterior 
material is brick and the second-floor wood siding to match the rest of the building.  The rear 
elevation will include a PVC trim board to conceal and accommodate a steel beam, the PVC 
trim will be painted white. Louvers will be installed at either end of the building near the 
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gambrel peak for ventilation of the second-floor attic space, replacing existing windows. 
Windows on the rear elevation have been placed at the second-floor level where  
existing building penetrations were located.  The large single window on the north elevation 
will be replaced with a series of three double-hung windows with PVC trim.  New lights will be 
placed on the front of the building, one adjacent to each door.  Mr. Wienner stated they have 
not yet been able to determine if the Slateline shingles are available but have found they are 
twice as expensive as the Timberline shingles.  He does not want to use the Slateline if they are 
available because of the cost.  The Commissioners asked what type of foundation the building 
will have in its new time.  Mr. Ky responded the building will have a crawl space foundation in 
its new location.  There was a brief discussion to clarify the request is for the façade of the 
building to be relocated only.  No other site modifications are proposed.  
 
Tim Eagles, Chair of the Architectural Design Review Committee, read a letter of positive 
referral to Committee dated February 19, 2021 into the record in support of the plan. 
 
Upon a motion made and seconded (St. James/Pogson) it was unanimously 
 
VOTED:  To approve the JDA Farmington, LLC modification of site plan (building façade) for 
784 Farmington Avenue as presented and on file in the Planning Office. 
 
Briana Hildt – Lot 6 Ely Road (a.k.a. Lot 8201)  
 
Accept application for special permit for proposed clearing and grading within the 75’ ridgeline 
protection setback related to the construction of a single-family house, R80 zone and schedule 
public hearing (recommend hearing date of March 22, 2021). 
 
Upon a motion made and seconded (St. James/Pogson) it was unanimously 
 
VOTED:  To accept the Briana Hildt application for special permit for proposed clearing and 
grading within the 75’ ridgeline protection setback related to the construction of a single-family 
house, at Lot 6 Ely Road (a.k.a. Lot 8201) R80 zone and scheduled public hearing for March 
22, 2021. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
Highland Park Market – 204 Main Street 
 
Application for waiver for the sale of beer at 204 Main Street, BR zone.  Tim Devanney, Co-
President of Highland Park Market, said they would like approval to sell beer at Highland Park 
Market.  The Commission asked for confirmation they are looking to sell beer only.  Mr. 
Devanney said the license is for beer and hard seltzers. 
 
There was no public comment in favor or in opposition to the application. 
 
The public hearing closed at 7:41 p.m. 
 
Upon a motion made and seconded (St. James/Pogson) it was unanimously 
 
VOTED:  To approve the Highland Park Market application for waiver for the sale of beer at 
204 Main Street, BR zone. 
 
Traci Stefanik – Lot 8655 Pinnacle Ridge Road 
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Application for special permit to add fill in the Ridgeline Protection Zone on Lot 8655 Pinnacle 
Ridge Road, R40 zone.  The application has been withdrawn. 
 
402 Farmington Ave LLC – Lots 40 & 40B1 Farmington Avenue 
 
Application for change of zone from BR and R80 to Special Innovation Zone and site plan 
approval for multifamily development at Lots 40 & 40B1 Farmington Avenue (a.k.a. 8231 & 
9249 Farmington Avenue to the rear of 406 Farmington Avenue).  Continued from January 25, 
2021.  Applicant requested further continuance to March 8, 2021. 
 
PLANNER’S REPORT 

Collinsville Power Equipment - 155 Brickyard Road 
 
The Commissioners had been asked to drive by the site regarding a complaint of a truck being used 
as a sign at the site.  The members were polled and confirmed they have been by the site.  The 
consensus of the Commission was the truck does not seem to move often and seems positioned as a 
sign.  Assistant Town Planner Rutherford stated she and Bruce Cyr have spoken with the business 
owner.  Mr. Cyr has also talked to the property owner about the possibility of the tenant parking the 
truck to the rear of the property.  The property owner confirmed the lease agreement of Collinsville 
Power Equipment is limited to the front portion of the building and parking area.  Next step would 
be for the Town Attorney to review the regulations and get advice on how to proceed.  This may be 
an opportunity for the Commission to consider making some amendments to the sign regulations. 
 
Affordable Housing Plan Update 
 
Town Planner Kramer provided an update; SLR Consulting has been hired to assist with the 
development of the Affordable Housing Plan.  When available more information will be shared on 
the Town’s website.  In addition, surveys will be conducted, and public information meetings will 
take place. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Ridgeline Protection Zone details can be found under Article II, Section 26 of the Zoning 
Regulations.  If any of the Commissioners have questions and would like clarification prior to the 
next meeting they are encouraged to contact Staff. 
 
MINUTES 
 
Meeting Minutes  
 
February 8, 2021 
 
Upon a motion made and seconded (St. James/Pogson) it was unanimously 
 
VOTED:  To approve the February 8, 2021 Town Plan & Zoning Commission meeting minutes. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:16 p.m. 
 
SJM 


