
   
 

   
 

TOWN OF FARMINGTON 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

May 17, 2021 

Present for the online web conference was Chair Schoenhorn, Commissioners Callahan, Carrier and 
Nadim and Alternate Commissioners Marsh and Walsh.  Assistant Town Planner Rutherford and Clerk 
Michaud were also present.  The meeting was called to order at 7:01 p.m.   
 
Present in the Development Conference Room were Commissioner Callahan, Assistant Town Planner 
Rutherford, and Clerk Michaud.  All others were present online. 
 
Chair Schoenhorn appointed Alternate Commissioner Marsh to vote on behalf of absent Commissioner 
Llewellyn, and Alternate Commissioner Walsh to vote on behalf of absent Commissioner Phillips. 
 
Secretary Callahan read the legal notice into the record. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING 
 
Jason Leavitt – 21 Poplar Hill Drive 
 
Chair Schoenhorn commented he reviewed the homemade sign posted for notice and feels it substantially 
complies with the zoning requirements.  The members were asked if they had any objection to accepting 
the sign as posted.  No one disagreed. 
 
Application for modification to variance to install fence instead of five arborvitaes as previously 
conditioned at 21 Poplar Hill Drive, R80 zone.  Mr. Leavitt provided photos with his application and said 
he has planted six arborvitae and they all died.  He would like to receive approval to have the stockade 
fence he installed approved instead of the arborvitae that were a condition of the December 17, 2018 
reducing the side yard setback five feet for the garage addition.  Commissioner Marsh asked for 
clarification.  Chair Schoenhorn provided a summary of the 2018 variance application for clarification.  
Mr. Leavitt clarified that although he has installed a stockade fence along the length of the side lot line, he 
is not seeking a modification for the full extent of the fence.  If, moving forward, the fence is damaged, 
and a future owner only wants to replace a portion of the fence he does not want a fence required along the 
entire side lot line.  There was a brief discussion and Mr. Leavitt was asked the length of each section of 
fence and if he was thinking three sections of fence would be sufficient for screening (30 ft.).  Mr. Leavitt 
responded yes. 
 
There was no public comment in favor or in opposition to the application. 
 
The public hearing closed at 7:15 p.m. 
 
Upon a motion made and seconded (Callahan/Nadim) it was unanimously 
 
VOTED:  To approve the Jason Leavitt application for modification to variance to install thirty (30) feet 
of fence instead of five (5) arborvitaes for screening as previously conditioned at 21 Poplar Hill Drive, 
R80 zone.  
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Members voting in favor of the application agreed the applicant tried to comply with the conditions of the 
prior approval twice and has the support of the abutting neighbor closest to the fence location.   
 
By-Laws Discussion 
 
Language had been added to the public notice applicants send out to make it is easier for interested parties 
to connect to online meetings.  Chair Schoenhorn asked for an update regarding Board meetings moving 
forward.   Assistant Town Planner Rutherford responded she continues to consult with the Town Attorney 
and follow legislative actions and keep the Board informed. 
 
MINUTES 
 
Meeting Minutes  
 
Upon a motion made and seconded (Marsh/Nadim) it was  
 
VOTED:  5 in favor, 1 abstention (Carrier) to approve the April 20, 2021 Zoning Board of Appeals meeting 
minutes. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:27 p.m. (Carrier/Marsh) 
 
SJM 


