TOWN OF FARMINGTON
PLAN & ZONING COMMISSION
MEETING MINUTES
February 10, 2025

Present for the hybrid meeting were Chair Halstead, Commissioners Afshar, Bandle, Canto and
Alternate Commissioners Polsky and Tucci. Town Planner Rutherford and Clerk Michaud were
also present. The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present in the Council Chambers were all Commission members, Town Planner Rutherford,
Clerk Michaud. Alternate Commissioner Polsky was present online. Commissioners St.
Germain, Sanford and Alternate Commissioner Zimmermann were absent.

Alternate Commissioner Polsky was appointed to participate in place of absent Commissioner St.
Germain and Alternate Commissioner Tucci was appointed to participate in place of absent

Commissioner Sanford.

NEW BUSINESS

BB Development LLC — 368 Plainville Avenue

Chris Hutwelker, Ready Imaging, presented the proposed sign application for 368 Plainville
Avenue. This application proposes one 5’ x 5’ monument sign set on a one-foot base. The
monument sign will be externally illuminated with two ground mounted lights similar to KFL2
Architectural Floodlight Collection fixtures. In addition, two building signs are proposed. Over
the front entrance a 4’x 12’ externally illuminated 4” cabinet sign and on the left side of the
building a 3.5° x 10’ externally illuminated 4” cabinet sign. Both building signs will be
externally illuminated with three gooseneck style lighting fixtures. Finally, the dispenser signage
was presented. All non-illuminated with the “Go Happy” logo. Commissioners asked for
confirmation that there would be no concerns addressing the Items to Consider No.1 thru 6. of
the Agenda Review dated February 6, 2025. Mr. Hutwelker responded he would work with staff
to address.

Upon a motion made and seconded (Bandle/Canto) it was unanimously
VOTED: To approve the BB Development LLC sign application for property located at 368
Plainville Avenue with the condition that the staff comments listed in the Agenda Review dated

February 6, 2025 be addressed to the satisfaction of staff.

Farmington Historic District Commission Study Report

The Farmington Historic District Commission (FHDC) has submitted an expansion report to
the TPZ for review and comment. The report is also being reviewed simultaneously with the
State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO). SHPO reviewed and approved the addition to the
district at their February 5, 2025 meeting. The purpose of the expansion report is to add 1
Mountain Spring Road and 729 Farmington Avenue to the Farmington Historic District at the
request of the owners, the Farmington Historical Society. The addition of these properties will
increase the presence of the historic district along the Farmington Avenue corridor.

The FHDC is requesting a positive referral from TPZ. It is anticipated the FHDC will hold a
public hearing later this spring. The report including the update to the Town Ordinance will
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then be presented to the Town Council for final adoption, anticipated in late spring / early
summer 2025.

Upon a motion made and seconded (Bandle/Afshar) it was unanimously

VOTED: To forward a positive referral to the Farmington Historic District Commission Study
Committee in support of the January 2025 Study Report.

Richard Jones — Lot 8556 New Britain Avenue

Accept the Richard Jones application for change of zone from CR to C1, special permit and site
plan approval to construct three contractor storage buildings on Lot 8556 New Britain Avenue
and schedule public hearing (recommend hearing date of March 24, 2025).

Upon a motion made and seconded (Bandle/Afshar) it was unanimously
VOTED: To accept the Richard Jones application for change of zone from CR to C1, special
permit and site plan approval to construct three contractor storage buildings on Lot 8556 New

Britain Avenue and schedule public hearing for March 24, 2025.

PLANNER’S REPORT

Westwoods Upper Elementary School — 50 Judson Lane

A pre-school playground area is proposed at Westwoods Upper Elementary School at the rear of
the school within an existing alcove area. Photos and schematic renderings of the proposed play
area were provided for clarification. The plan has also been reviewed by the Inland Wetlands
Commission and they are in support of the proposal as presented and did not require a formal
application. The TPZ Commission did not express concern and agreed a site plan application is
not required.

Gas Station — 46 Farmington Avenue

The gas station at 46 Farmington Avenue is looking to install a standby generator and has been
working with staff on an appropriate location. Town Planner Rutherford has requested the
generator is installed a minimum of 15° off the side property line and have a fence enclosure to
further attenuate the sound of the generator when in use. Town Planner Rutherford stated she
reviewed the generator model literature regarding decibel levels and the unit will comply with
the Town’s Noise Ordinance. The Commission did not express concern with the proposal and
agreed a site plan application is not required.

Food Truck Use in Farmington

The proposed zoning regulation text amendment regarding mobile food vendors is posted on the
Town’s website and the Commission is encouraged to respond with feedback individually via
email to Town Planner Rutherford.
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MINUTES

January 27, 2025 Meeting Minutes

Upon a motion made and seconded (Bandle/Canto) it was

VOTED: 5 in favor, 1 abstention (Afshar) to approve the January 27, 2025 Town Plan & Zoning
Commission meeting minutes.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:28 p.m.

SIM



