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Town of Farmington, CT
Ad Hoc Sidewalk Committee
Tuesday, March 18, 2025
Town Hall Council Chambers
6:00 P.M.

Please click the link below to access the webinar:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82338715564

Webinar ID: 823 3871 5564

. Call to Order.
. Public Comment.

. Correspondence.

1) Sidewalk - Farmington (Let’s Take Action)

. Minutes.

1) To approve the minutes from the January 28, 2025, meeting.

. Review Information from Staff.

. Review the following Charge of the Committee and General Discussion with

Staff and Committee members.

. Next Steps/Meeting Schedule.

. Adjournment.

Committee Members

Russ Arnold, Director of Public Works/Town Engineer
Jim Ruzbasan, Highway & Grounds Superintendent
Maureen Frink, Town Clerk

Devon Aldave (for posting)
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CORRESPONDENCE: Agenda Item C

/Attachment



Agenda Item C

Begin forwarded message:

From: Sidewalk Farmingtion <farmingtionsidewalk@gmail.com>
Date: February 23, 2025 at 8:28:53 PM EST

To: undisclosed-recipients:;

Subject: Sidewalk - Farmingtion (Lets take Action)

Dear Fellow Farmington Residents,

You are receiving this email because we believe in a vibrant, walkable community—one where we
can enjoy our museums, schools, playgrounds, and the historic charm of our village center. It’s
time to hold our elected officials accountable so that our Town Manager—and then our Town
Planner—execute the plans that have been approved repeatedly in the past. We must stop wasting
resources on endless ad hoc committees and redundant surveys every time leadership changes.
Our fully developed, shovel-ready plan for pedestrian improvements is ready to be implemented.
Let’s ensure we secure available grants and stop placing the financial burden on individual property
owners.

1. History of Sidewalks in Farmington

Sidewalks have deep roots in our community. In the early 1800s, the very first church in Farmington
recognized the need for safe passage and initiated the creation of sidewalks for its congregation. By
the early 1900s, additional improvements reinforced our town’s longstanding commitment to
safety, accessibility, and community unity. These pioneering projects transformed Farmington by
connecting neighborhoods and making public spaces more accessible—a legacy that continues to
guide our current efforts.

2. The Importance of Sidewalks & Their Benefits
Sidewalks are the lifeblood of a healthy, accessible community. Their benefits include:

o Safety: Well-designed sidewalks can reduce pedestrian-related car crashes by nearly 90%.

o Health & Wellness: Walkable neighborhoods promote physical activity, help reduce
obesity, lower rates of heart disease and high blood pressure, and support mental health by
fostering social interactions and reducing stress.

¢ Economic Growth: Sidewalks boost foot traffic, benefiting local businesses and cultural
landmarks—such as the Hill-Stead Museum, Barney Library, and our cherished school
playgrounds—making our community more vibrant.

o Environmental Benefits: By encouraging walking over driving, sidewalks reduce vehicle
emissions and improve air quality, contributing to a greener, more sustainable town.


mailto:farmingtionsidewalk@gmail.com

3. Our Community’s Sidewalk Initiative & Historical Achievements

In 2018, a formal Town Council member established the Farmington Village Committee to advocate
for a comprehensive sidewalk expansion along Main Street—from Route 4 to CVS. This initiative
was designed to enhance both safety and connectivity throughout our town. The project secured a
total of $1.3 million in combined state and federal grants. Although significant funding was
obtained during the initial phase, much work remains to complete the vision.

4. Funding Achievements & the Need for Ongoing Advocacy
e Farmington secured $500,000 in state funding for sidewalks on Meadow Road.
o Nearby towns have received substantial grants, including:
o West Hartford: $697,000
o New Britain: $794,400
o Canton: $223,478

These achievements demonstrate why continuous advocacy is vital for our town.

5. Upcoming Infrastructure Project — A Crucial Opportunity on Route 10/Tunxis Avenue

The Connecticut Department of Transportation (CTDOT) has announced a bridge replacement
project at Route 10 and Tunxis Avenue—a prime opportunity to add sidewalks on both sides of the
new bridge. These improvements will:

e Extend Connectivity: Seamlessly link areas such as the Summit Apartments with the rest
of the town.

¢ Enhance Access: Improve pedestrian access to landmarks like the Hill-Stead Museum,
Barney Library, and school playgrounds—mirroring the successes of the Route Four
initiative over the Farmington River.

e Strengthen Community Integration: Connect various neighborhoods and support local
businesses, making Farmington even more united.
Project Details:

e Estimated Cost: $3.11 million
e Funding: 80% Federal, 20% State

e Start Date: Spring 2027

6. Addressing Sidewalk Maintenance Concerns
While some worry that expanding sidewalks might lead to higher taxes, sidewalks are much less
expensive to maintain than roads and can last 30-40 years with minimal upkeep. Many



municipalities have shifted maintenance responsibilities from individual property owners to
centralized management—resulting in long-term savings.

7. Updating the Town Ordinance for Safer, More Connected Communities

Our current town ordinance places the burden of sidewalk maintenance on homeowners—a
responsibility that should be managed by the municipality, much like funding for our police and fire
departments that keep us safe. We need to revise the regulations so that:

e School Districts: Areas within one mile of schools receive prioritized sidewalk
improvements, ensuring safe routes for our children.

o Dense Populations: High-density neighborhoods are targeted to maximize community
benefit and safety.

Moreover, we already have a fully developed, shovel-ready plan for pedestrian improvements.
Instead of repeatedly conducting new surveys and forming ad hoc committees that waste money,
our town officials must use the comprehensive reports developed in previous studies to secure all
available grants—ensuring that these improvements are implemented without imposing undue
costs on property owners.

8. Town Council Developments & the New Ad Hoc Sidewalk Committee

At a town council meeting, it was announced that another ad hoc sidewalk committee is being
created, as confirmed by the Farmington Town letter published this week. This new committee will
review the existing sidewalk ordinance, survey residents for their input, and develop cost estimates
for various projects.

It’s important to note that similar comprehensive work has already been completed. The
Farmington Gateway Committee held three days of charrettes at Miss Porter’s, and in 2018 the
Farmington Village Committee organized several public meetings—including multiple days of
community charrettes—to capture what residents truly want. Our town officials have already
invested significant resources in that detailed process. We must hold them accountable to execute
the published plan—and expand it if necessary—instead of duplicating work that is already well
documented.

9. How You Can Take Action
e Hold Officials Accountable:

o Urge local leaders to secure additional grants and complete the pending projects
developed by the Farmington Village Committee.

o Advocate for sidewalk expansions near schools, cultural landmarks, and densely
populated areas.



o Demand that the town ordinance be updated so that the burden of maintenance
does not fall on homeowners.

¢ Engage with Local Representatives:

o Contact town officials and state representatives to make pedestrian improvements
a permanent initiative.

o Insist that sidewalks be included in the Route 10/Tunxis Avenue project.
e Supportin Your Own Way:

o If public speakingisn’t your preference, sending an email, mailing a letter, or making
a phone callis just as effective as speaking in person. Please, make your voice
heard!

e Spreadthe Word:

o Use social media, community boards, or printed flyers to keep this important
conversation alive.

10. Contact Information
Farmington Town Council Members:

e Joseph Capodiferro, Chair
Email: capodiferroj@farmington-ct.org | Phone: 860-748-3661

e Patti Boye-Williams
Email: boyewilliamsp@farmington-ct.org

e Brian Connolly
Email: connollyb@farmington-ct.org

e Sarah Healey
Email: healeys@farmington-ct.org

¢ AmyL.Palumbo
Email: palumboa@farmington-ct.org

e Keith Vibert
Email: vibertk@farmington-ct.org

¢ David Wlodkowski
Email: wlodkowskid@farmington-ct.org

Key Town Officials:

¢ Kathleen Blonski, Town Manager
Email: blonskik@farmington-ct.org | Phone: 860-675-2350
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¢ Russell M. Arnold Jr., P.E., Director of Public Works/Town Engineer
Email: arnoldr@farmington-ct.org | Phone: 860-675-2305

¢ Jim Ruzbasan, Highway and Grounds Superintendent
Email; ruzbazanj@farmington-ct.org

¢ Rose Ponte, Economic Development Director
Email: ponter@farmington-ct.org | Phone: 860-675-2325

State Representatives:

e Rep. Mike Demicco (21st District)
Email: Mike.Demicco@cga.ct.gov | Phone: 860-240-8585

e Sen. Derek Slap (5th District)
Email: Derek.Slap@cga.ct.gov | Phone: 860-240-1436

e Sen. Rick Lopes (6th District)
Email: Rick.Lopes@cga.ct.gov | Phone: 860-240-8600

Your support is vital. By building on our shared history—from the early days when the first church in
Farmington set the foundation for safe passage to our current shovel-ready plans like the Route
10/Tunxis Avenue bridge—and by ensuring that our town officials follow through on the plans
already approved by previous council members, we can guarantee that Farmington remains both
safe and beautifully connected.

Thank you for your time and commitment. Please join this collective effort and let your voice be
heard—whether by attending meetings, sending an email, mailing a letter, or making a phone call.

Sincerely,

A Concerned Farmington Resident

Additional References:
For those who wish to review the research and reports directly, please see the following sources:

1. Safety & Importance of Sidewalks

o The Reg Review - “Saturday Seminar: Putting Sidewalks Front and Center”
URL: https://www.theregreview.org/2023/10/21/saturday-seminar-putting-
sidewalks-front-and-center

o Feet First-“What Are Effective Policies for Promoting Physical Activity”
URL: https://feetfirst.org/what-are-effective-policies-for-promoting-physical-activity

2. Community Initiatives & Historical Context
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o Farmington Village Committee Initiative (via CT Government Portal)
URL: https://portal.ct.gov

3. Funding Achievements for Sidewalk Projects

o Governor’s Press Release on State Grants
URL: https://portal.ct.gov/governor/news/press-releases/2023/09-2023/governor-
lamont-releases-state-grants-to-60-small-towns

o West Hartford Sidewalk Funding Details
URL: https://www.housedems.ct.gov/farrar/state-grant-697000-awarded-west-
hartford-sidewalk-improvements

o New Britain Funding Details
URL: https://portal.ct.gov/governor/news/press-releases/2023/11-2023/governor-
lamont-announces-grants-to-improve-transportation-safety-and-accessibility-in-
17-towns

o Canton Funding Details
URL: https://www.ctinsider.com/farmingtonvalley/article/canton-ct-farmington-
river-rail-trail-funds-safety-18498206.php

4. Upcoming Infrastructure Project

o CTDOT Public Information Meeting on the Route 10/Tunxis Avenue Bridge
Replacement
URL: https://portal.ct.gov/dot/ctdot-press-releases/2024/public-information-
meeting-on-the-replacement-of-bridge-carrying-route-10-over-stream-in-
farmington

5. Sidewalk Maintenance & Municipal Oversight

o Midwest Industries Blog on Road Maintenance Costs
URL: https://blog.midwestind.com/road-maintenance-costs-unpaved-vs-paved-
roads

o UVM ScholarWorks — Analysis on Municipal Oversight
URL: https://scholarworks.uvm.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1279&context=trc

o CT Post - Article on Sidewalk Repair Programs
URL: https://www.ctpost.com/news/article/bridgeport-to-keep-sidewalk-repair-
program-19993373.php

Note: While we mention both the Farmington Gateway Committee and the Farmington Village
Committee in our flyer, if you’re looking for detailed reports (such as the comprehensive charrettes
held by the Gateway Committee), please contact the Farmington Town Planning Department or
refer to the official Farmington Town website for archived documents.
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MOTION: Agenda Item D-1
To approve the minutes from the January 28, 2025, meeting.

/Attachment



Agenda Item D-1

Minutes
Ad Hoc Sidewalk Committee
Tuesday, January 28, 2025
Town Hall Council Chambers
7:00 P.M.
Attendees:
Brian Connolly, Town Council Member
Keith Vibert, Town Council Member
Kathy Blonski, Town Manager
Kat Krajewski, Assistant Town Manager
Russ Arnold, Director of Public Works/Town Engineer
Devon Aldave, Clerk of the Committee

A. Call to Order.
The meeting was called to order at 7:02 P.M.

B. Public Comment.
Jay Tulin, 39 Timberline Drive, stated that he has been interested in this
topic since the Farmington Village Committee. He looks forward to this Ad
Hoc Committee’s work.

C. Review of the Charge of the Committee.
Town Manager Blonski reviewed the Charge and the Ad Hoc Committee’s
process.

D. Review of the existing Sidewalk Ordinance and historical background
information with the Committee.
The committee reviewed the sidewalk ordinance and had discussion on the
Town'’s current sidewalk issues.

E. Requested Information from Staff.
Town Staff are currently researching the total miles of sidewalk, and the total
miles of town-owned sidewalks in Farmington.

Town Staff will reach out to other towns with and without sidewalk programs
regarding their ordinances and expenses.

F. Next Steps.
The Ad Hoc Sidewalk Committee will plan to hold public informational
meetings regarding the Town of Farmington’s existing sidewalk ordinance.
The committee will also work with a firm to develop a community survey to
gauge the community’s preferences.

G. Establish a Meeting Schedule.
The Ad Hoc Sidewalk Committee scheduled meetings on the following dates:

e February 18% at 6pm (Town Hall)
e March 18% at 6pm (Town Hall)



e April 8" at 6pm (Town Hall)

H. Adjournment.
The meeting adjourned at 8:15 P.M.

Respectfully Submitted,

Devon Aldave
Clerk of the Committee
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MOTION: Agenda Item E
Review Information from Staff.
NOTE:

At the last meeting, Town Staff indicated that they would begin researching the
following information:

e Other Town’s Sidewalk Ordinances
Percentage of the Town of Farmington that has sidewalks
e The cost estimates of various sidewalk programs
o Obtain pricing from other Town’s with sidewalk programs
o Need further information from committee
e Prepare information for an RFP to solicit a consultant to survey the
community
¢ Working on public presentation on existing ordinance

Town Staff has gathered the following information:
e Other Town’s Sidewalk Ordinances - see attached chart for
comparisons.
¢ Map of sidewalks in Farmington - to be presented at the meeting.
e Follow Up email regarding repair of sidewalks.

Town Staff will be prepared to talk further about the public presentation.

/Attachments



Ad Hoc Sidewalk Committee

Existing Sidewalk

Agenda Item E

Town Who is Who is How does Town Penalty/Fine
responsible for | responsible for | enforce? Amount
repair? snow removal?

Farmington | Resident Resident Citations/Lien <$100 per offense

Avon Resident Resident Lien on Property $40-$100/day

Bloomfield Property Owner | Property Owner | Prosecution $25/offense (not to
exceed
$100/offense)

Bristol Property Owner | Property Owner | Property Owner $75/offense

Canton Resident Resident Fines $35/each offense

Ellington Resident Resident Fines $25/first offense;
$100/subsequent
violations

Glastonbury | Property Owner | Property Owner | Fines $50/offense

New Britain | Property Owner | Property Owner | Fines $50/day

Newington Property Owner | Property Owner | Lien on Property If the property owner
does not clear the
sidewalk within a
period of time, the
Town Manager can
have the sidewalk
cleared and charge
the property owner.
If snow removal fee
is not paid within
days, a lienis placed
on the property.

Simsbury Resident Resident Fines/Lien $90/each offense

Southington | Property Owner | Property Owner | Fines/Lien $75

West Town (per Property Owner | Fines $65/each offense

Hartford website)

Wethersfield | Owner/Resident | Owner/Resident | Fines $50/offense



https://www.westhartfordct.gov/town-departments/engineering/transportation/sidewalks

New Construction of Sidewalk

Town Who determines | Who pays for Who pays for maintenance of new
need for installation of new sidewalk?
sidewalk? sidewalk?

Farmington | Town Manager Resident $75/each offense

Avon Town Council Resident Resident

Bloomfield Town Manager Resident/Assessment | Resident

Bristol Property owner Property Owner Property Owner
petition/Council

Canton Chief
Administrative
Officer

Ellington Board of Ellington Sidewalk Resident
Selectmen Improvement Fund

(voluntary
contributions
accepted to help
fund the plan)

Glastonbury

Town Council

Property Owner/Prior
hearing in which they
have 10 days to
respond

Property Owner

New Britain | Council Property Owner Property Owner

Newington Town Manager Property Owner Property Owner

Simsbury Board of Property Owner Property Owner
Selectmen

Southington

Town Council

Property Owner

Property Owner

West
Hartford

Wethersfield

Council

Property Owner

Property Owner




Agenda Item E

Devon Aldave

From: Devon Aldave

Sent: Tuesday, March 11, 2025 10:38 AM
To: Kathy Blonski

Cc: Victoria Priddle

Subject: Town Sidewalk Research
Attachments: Sidewalk Ordinance Research.docx

Good Morning,

The Town of Farmington recently established an Ad Hoc Sidewalk Committee to evaluate the Town’s current
sidewalk ordinance. As part of our research, we are reviewing other Town’s ordinances and policies. We have

attached our research document for your reference.

Per your Town ordinance, it appears that the property owner/resident is responsible for the maintenance and
repair of the sidewalk within their property. As we continue our research, a few questions come to mind:

1. Per your ordinance, how does your Town enforce the resident to maintain/repair their sidewalk?
Is there a formal program in place whereby there are regular inspections of sidewalks by the Town? If
so, how frequently?

3. When a sidewalk is in need of repair, how is the resident notified by the Town?

4. Do you give the resident a timeframe in which to make the repair?

5. Inthe event the resident does not comply with your request, how does the Town address this?

For your information, the Town of Farmington has a similar ordinance whereby the resident is responsible for
maintaining and repairing their sidewalk. However, in practice, the Town has not conducted a thorough review of
sidewalk conditions in many years and does not regularly enforce the ordinance as written. As we move forward
with this committee, we are curious if other Towns are in line with our practices.

We appreciate any help and information you can provide.
My best,

Devon Aldave

Town Manager’s Office
1 Monteith Drive
Farmington, CT 06032
860.675.2350
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MOTION: Agenda Item F

Review the following Charge of the Committee and have General Discussion with
Staff and Committee members.

Charge

To establish a Town Council Ad Hoc Sidewalk Committee to work with Town Staff to
review the existing Sidewalk Ordinance and report community survey results and
recommended ordinance changes to the Town Council.

The Ad Hoc Committee will be charged with the following:

1.

Review existing Sidewalk Ordinance and study sidewalk ordinances in other
Towns.

2. Determine what percentage of the Town currently has sidewalks.
3.
4. Hold public meetings, create questions, and hire a consultant to survey the

Educate the community on the current ordinance and process.

community to gauge interest in new sidewalks, a town funded sidewalk
program, and the community’s willingness to pay.

Develop and include preliminary cost estimates for various options of a town-
funded sidewalk program.

Work with Town Plan & Zoning Commission and Town Departments as
needed.

Report back to the full Town Council on the results of the survey and
community input.



Ad Hoc Sidewalk Committee
March 18, 2025, Page 6

MOTION: Agenda Item G
Next Steps/Meeting Schedule.
NOTE:

e Establish the next Ad Hoc Committee meetings

e Draft powerpoint for public presentation on existing sidewalk ordinance
e Other





