

ARTICLE V. 1917 SP. ACT NO. 134. PLAN COMMISSION
AN ACT CONCERNING A COMMISSION ON TOWN PLAN 
IN THE TOWN OF BLOOMFIELD 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in Generally Assembly convened:
Section 1. The Town of Bloomfield may, at any town meeting legally warned, or adjournment thereof, vote to raise a commission on town plan, consisting of the first selectman ex officio and six electors of said town, who shall be elected by the electors of said town at said meeting, two commissioners to serve until the next annual meeting, two until the second annual meeting thereafter, and two until the third annual meeting thereafter. At its annual meetings, said town shall elect two commissioners to fill vacancies occurring in said board, and said board shall fill, for the unexpired portion of the term, any vacancies occurring. Said board shall elect its chairman and clerk. The members of the board shall be sworn to the faithful performance of their duties, and shall receive no compensation for their services. Said town shall make suitable appropriations of money from time to time for the expenses incurred by said board, and said board shall incur no expenses in excess of such appropriations. 
Sec. 2. Said commission shall make, or cause to be made surveys and maps of said town, section by section, as need therefor shall arise, showing locations for any public buildings, highway, street or parkway, including street, building, veranda, curb, sidewalk and tree lines and may obtain expert advice. 
Sec. 3. When a survey and map of any section shall have been made in pursuance of section two or six, said commission shall lodge it for public inspection in the town clerk's office, and shall forthwith give notice thereof by mailing a registered letter, postage prepaid, to every known owner of such land in such section, and shall also give notice by advertisement in a daily newspaper having a circulation in said town, of a place where and of a time, which shall be not less than ten days after such mailing and publication, when said commission will receive objections in writing to such map, and to the locations shown thereon, and hear arguments thereon. Said commission, after such hearing, may approve and adopt such map or plan, and may make assessments of benefits accruing to and damages sustained by any person owning land included in such map or plan, and any assessment of benefits so made shall constitute a lien against the property affected, which lien shall take precedence of all other incumbrances except taxes and other municipal liens or incumbrances of earlier date. Such liens may be continued by filing with the town clerk for record in the land records of said town, within ninety days after such assessment shall have been made and notice thereof given to the person or persons affected thereby, a certificate of such lien signed by the secretary of said commission. Collection of the amount secured by any such lien, with interest at the statutory rate for interest on unpaid taxes beginning thirty days after the completion of the work or improvement by the board of selectmen, may be enforced in the same manner as is provided for the enforcement of tax liens. Said board shall give written notice to the tax collector of the date of completion of such work or improvement. (1937 Act No. 103) 
Sec. 4. Any party interested may appeal from the action of said commission within ten days after the filing of said map, and as many of the parties interested as choose to do so may join in said appeal, and when separate appeals are taken by different parties from a single act of said commission all such appeals shall be heard and treated as one cause. Such appeal shall be taken to the judge of the court of common pleas for the County of Hartford, and shall be by a suitable petition in writing, setting forth the whole of said action appealed from and asking for a revision thereof, with a citation attached thereto, signed by any authority authorized to sign writs, and returnable before said judge at two o'clock in the afternoon of the day ten days subsequent to the day on which said appeal shall be taken, and said citation shall be served upon the clerk of said commission at least six days before the return day thereof. Such appeal may be heard by said judge, but may, upon the motion of any party thereto, be referred to a committee for hearing. If, upon the hearing of any appeal the judge or committee shall find cause to alter said map and the action evidenced thereby, said judge or committee shall proceed to revise said action and may cause a new map to be made in accordance with such decision. Said judge may render judgment upon said appeal, and may, at his discretion, apportion the costs of the appeal and all proceedings thereunder among the parties thereto and may tax the same and issue execution therefor. Said judge shall, when the proceedings in any such appeal are closed, return all papers connected therewith to the clerk of said commission, to be by him filed in the office of the town clerk of said Town of Bloomfield, and such action as finally determined shall be conclusive upon all parties in interest. 
Sec. 5. Whenever said commission shall wish to amend or change a map made and filed by it, it shall proceed in all respects as is herein prescribed for the original making, revising and filing of said map, and in every case any person aggrieved shall have the right to appeal from said amendment or change in the manner provided in section four. 
Sec. 6. Any owner of land in said town may petition said commission to show on a map, made by it in pursuance of section two, locations for highways, streets and parkways, on his land, with street, building, veranda, curb, sidewalk and tree lines, and shall indicate in such petition the layout desired by him, and file with it a survey and map showing such layout. Unless said commission, within thirty days after receiving such petition, survey and map shall take action in the premises in pursuance of section three, the locations for highways, streets and parkways proposed and shown by said owner shall be accepted by said commission for all purposes of this act. 
Sec. 7 Said town shall not accept, and the selectmen of said town shall not lay out or open, any street, highway, park or parkway, or permit a building for a public use to be erected; and no building, veranda, curb, sidewalk or tree lines shall be established unless the location thereof conforms to that shown on a revised map on file in pursuance of this act. The selectmen of said town shall close to public use any street, highway or parkway opened in violation of this section or of other provision of law, and shall institute proper proceedings to enforce such closing. 
Sec. 8 Nothing herein shall be construed as granting to said town, said commission or said selectmen any right to open and make any road, street, highway or parkway shown on any such map and to take land therefor, except upon the terms and in conformity with the procedure set forth in the general statutes, and also in conformity with any vote, rule, regulation, ordinance or method of procedure of said town. 
Sec. 9 Upon petition, said commission may change the name of any street, highway or parkway in said town. 
Sec. 10 This act shall take effect July 1, 1917. 
- SPECIAL ACTS AND RESOLVES
ARTICLE V. 1917 SP. ACT NO. 134. PLAN COMMISSION
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ARTICLE VIII. 1953 SP. ACT NO. 95. POWERS OF COUNCIL
AN ACT AMENDING THE CHARTER OF THE 
TOWN OF BLOOMFIELD 
Section 1. Section 14 of chapter III of number 62 of the special acts of 1945 is amended to read as follows: The council shall have and exercise the powers hitherto possessed by the town meeting and the board of finance or the board of selectmen, relative to the acceptance of streets, the collection of benefits due the town from the establishment of any building, street, sidewalk or curb or tree line or benefits accruing from the opening or improvement of any street or highway, including the assessment of a portion of the cost thereof on the owners of abutting property, and such powers are extended to include the construction and assessment of the cost of sidewalks, curbs, gutters, sewers and drains. The council shall further have power to license milk dealers, to make regulations concerning the distribution and sale of milk, beverages composed wholly or partly of milk, and other foodstuffs of every description, and concerning the collection, transportation and disposal of garbage, to impose penalties for the violation thereof, and to provide for such inspection service within and without the town as may be necessary in connection therewith. 
Sec. 2. Section 15 of said chapter III is amended to read as follows: At least one public hearing, five days' notice of which shall be given by publication in a daily newspaper having a circulation in the town and by posting in the town hall, shall be held by the council or a committee thereof before any ordinance or resolution, except one relating to appointment or designation of officers of the council or its procedure, shall be passed. Minor changes in a proposed ordinance subsequent to publication and public hearing shall not necessitate republication and a second public hearing, provided the substance and effect of the proposed ordinance, as published, shall not be materially changed. The passage of such ordinance or resolution shall be advertised in one or more daily newspapers having a circulation in said town and shall not become effective until ten days after such publication. All ordinances and resolutions shall be filed with the town clerk and recorded by him in a book kept for that purpose. 
Sec. 3. Section 38 of chapter IX of said act is amended to read as follows: Nothing in this charter, except as provided in section 5 of chapter II, chapter IV, and in sections 26 and 27 and subsection (c) of section 31 of chapter VII, shall be construed to affect in any way the powers and duties of the board of education or the conduct of the public schools; provided the determination of the annual and other appropriations for school purposes shall rest with the council. 
- SPECIAL ACTS AND RESOLVES
ARTICLE VIII. 1953 SP. ACT NO. 95. POWERS OF COUNCIL
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Sec. 4½-27. Definitions.
For the purposes of this division, the following words and phrases shall have the meanings ascribed to them by this section: 
(1)	Vicious dog means:
 a.	Any dog which when unprovoked, in an aggressive or terrorizing manner, approaches any person in a menacing fashion or apparent attitude of attack upon the streets, sidewalks, or any public grounds or places; or 
b.	Any dog with a known propensity, tendency or disposition to attack unprovoked, to cause injury or to otherwise endanger the safety of human beings or domestic animals; or 
c.	Any dog which bites, inflicts injury, assaults or otherwise attacks a human being or domestic animal without provocation on public or private property; or 
d.	Any dog owned or harbored primarily or in part for the purpose of dog fighting or any dog trained for dog fighting; or 
e.	Any dog not licensed according to state, city or town law. 
Notwithstanding the definition of a vicious dog above, no dog may be declared vicious if any injury or damage is sustained by a person who, at the time such injury or damage was sustained, was committing a willful trespass or other tort upon premises occupied by the owner or keeper of the dog, or was teasing, abusing or assaulting the dog or was committing or attempting to commit a crime; nor can a dog be declared vicious if at the time of the injury or damage said dog was protecting or defending a human being within the immediate vicinity of the dog from an unjustified attack or assault. 
(2)	Enclosure means a fence or structure of at least six (6) feet in height, suitable to prevent the entry of young children and suitable to confine a vicious dog in conjunction with other measures which may be taken by the owner or keeper, such as tethering of the vicious dog. Such enclosure shall be securely locked and designed with secure sides, top and bottom, to prevent the escape of the animal and also to provide protection from the elements for the dog. 
(3)	Impounded means taken into the custody of the municipal dog pound. 
(4)	Owner or keeper means any natural person or legal entity, including, but not limited to, a firm, corporation, organization, partnership or trust, possessing, harboring, having, keeping an interest in, or having control or custody of a dog. 
(Ord. No. 88-2, § 3, 3-28-88)
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Sec. 11-91. Landscaping.
(a)	The growth and maintenance of all landscaping, including but not limited to trees, shrubs, hedges, grass and plants on any developed residential, industrial, commercial or office premises shall: 
(1)	Not block or interfere with the use of any public sidewalk, and/or public or private street or right-of-way, obstruct the sighting of any road sign, or interfere with sight lines. 
(2)	Be maintained so as not to extend or infringe beyond the boundaries of the property, thereby hindering the use of the adjacent property. 
(b)	No owner or occupant of any developed residential, industrial, commercial or office premises shall permit grass or weed growth to reach a height greater than one (1) foot on any portion of any premises with a building or dwelling located thereon, whether said building is occupied or not. No owner of any vacant parcel, the area of which is less than or equal to the minimum lot area of the zoning district in which it is located, shall allow any grass or weeds thereon greater than one (1) foot in height to remain thereon within twenty-five (25) feet of a street line or adjoining property line. 
This section shall not apply to agricultural lands as defined in section 22-3(b)CBS, open space acquired pursuant to sections 7-c to 7-k (inclusive), dedicated park lands, school grounds, conservation easement land, areas identified as inland wetlands and watercourses as identified on the Official Map of Inland Wetlands and Watercourses as amended, or street right-of-ways. 
(c)	This section shall be administered by the town manager or his/her designee. 
(d)	The town manager or his designee shall give written notice to the owner or occupant of any premises which fails to comply with this section advising him to bring said property into compliance. 
(e)	Any such occupant or owner who violates any provision of this section or refuses or neglects to comply with the same shall be guilty of violating this article and shall be fined the sum of twenty-five dollars ($25.00) for each offense, and each and every day of neglect or refusal to comply with any of the provisions of this section shall be deemed a separate offense. Said penalty shall not, however, exceed the sum of five hundred dollars ($500.00) for any one continuous period of neglect. 
(f)	If a corporation shall violate any of the provisions of this section, the officers and directors of said corporation shall likewise be deemed to have violated the same and each and all of them, jointly and severally, shall be personally liable to pay any fine incurred by reason of said violation. 
(g)	In the absence of any written agreement to the contrary, the owner of the premises shall be presumed to be the person responsible for carrying out the requirements of this section. Clear and convincing evidence that the occupant of the premises has agreed with the owner to conform to the provisions of this section and to save him harmless from all fines for violation thereof shall be a defense in the prosecution against said owner for violation of this section. 
(h)	In the event that any such occupant or owner of any such premises shall after receiving notice from the town manager neglect or refuse to comply with the provisions of this section for a period of fifteen (15) days after receipt of such notice, the town manager may engage an independent contractor to do such work. 
(i)	The cost of any work done by the town manager under paragraph (h) shall be a lien in favor of the town upon said premises, which lien shall exist from the date said work was completed. 
(j)	The provisions of paragraphs (h) through (i), inclusive shall be in addition to the penalties provided for in paragraph (e) and (f) hereof. 
(Ord. No. 93-02, 5-10-93)
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Sec. 13-55. Consumption of alcoholic liquor upon public lands, highways, sidewalks and parking areas prohibited.
(a)	Title. This section shall be known and may be cited as "Town of Bloomfield Ordinance Forbidding the Consumption of Alcoholic Liquor in and on Public Land, Public Highways, Sidewalks and Parking Areas." 
(b)	Policy. It is hereby declared that alcoholic liquor is a hazardous and dangerous substance that affects the public health, safety and general welfare of the town and its residents. 
(c)	Definitions. For the purposes of this section, the following words and phrases shall have the meanings ascribed to them: 
(1)	Alcoholic liquor has the same meaning as set forth in Section 30-1 of the Connecticut General Statutes. 
(2)	Parked vehicle has the same meaning as set forth in Section 14-1 of the Connecticut General Statutes. 
(3)	Possession with intent to consume means having in one's possession or control alcoholic liquor in a glass, open bottle, open can or other open container so as to permit consumption. 
(4)	Public highway means a highway, road, street, avenue, boulevard or other way within and under the control of the Town of Bloomfield and open to public use, including the sidewalks of any such highway and shall include the full highway limits whether paved or unpaved, provided said limits are clearly marked by survey stakes or other identification. 
(5)	Parking area means lots, areas or other accommodations for the parking of motor vehicles off the street or highway and open to public use with or without charge. 
(6)	Public lands means all land owned by the Town of Bloomfield including parks and playgrounds. 
(7)	Public buildings shall mean all buildings owned by the Town of Bloomfield. 
(8)	Suitable sign shall mean a sign provided by the Bloomfield Police Department. 
(d)	Prohibited acts.
(1)	Except as otherwise permitted by subsection (e) hereof, no person shall consume any alcoholic liquor upon or within the limits of any public highway or sidewalk or parking area or public lands or buildings within the town. 
(2)	Anything to the contrary notwithstanding, no person shall consume any alcoholic liquor on or within the premises of a commercial establishment which sells alcoholic liquor unless that establishment has an appropriate permit from the State of Connecticut authorizing such consumption. Any commercial establishment which sells alcoholic liquor and does not have an appropriate permit authorizing consumption on or within the premises shall prominently post and maintain a suitable sign on the outside of the building at its entrance. Said sign shall be posted within thirty (30) days of the effective date of this section. Each day thereafter said sign is not posted shall constitute a separate violation of this section. The removal, obstruction, defacing, tampering, vandalism, or marking in any way of said sign shall constitute a violation. The police department is hereby delegated the authority and responsibility for designing and maintaining a supply of said signs. All said signs shall contain minimally this statement: 
"CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES ON THIS OR ANY PUBLIC PROPERTY IN THE TOWN OF BLOOMFIELD IS UNLAWFUL UNDER SECTION 13-55 OF THE BLOOMFIELD CODE OF ORDINANCES." 
The police department may charge a reasonable fee for each sign calculated to defray its cost. 
(3)	For the purposes of this section, without limiting the generality of the foregoing subsections (1) and (2), the consumption of alcoholic liquor or the possession with intent to consume alcoholic liquor in or on parked vehicles within or upon a public highway, sidewalk, public lands or parking area or premises of a commercial establishment as herein defined is a violation hereof. 
(e)	Exceptions:
(1)	The consumption of alcoholic liquor and possession with intent to consume alcoholic liquor is permitted during any public function, festival or celebration being conducted within a public building, public highway, sidewalk or parking area or on public land pursuant to a written permit issued by the director of public safety or person designated by the director of public safety to issue such permits, authorizing the sale, service or distribution of alcoholic liquor at or in connection with such function, festival or celebration. 
(2)	An application for a permit shall be in writing, directed to the director of public safety. The application shall state the name and address of responsible officials of the organization sponsoring the function, festival or celebration (event), shall specify the parts of the public land, public building, public highway, sidewalk or parking area to be used during the event, specify the beginning and ending time of the event and, if it continues for more than one (1) day, the hours in each day it is to be conducted, the number of people to be in attendance at the event, whether the event is open to the public; and arrangements for supervision. The application shall be filed at least ten (10) business days before the first day of the event and the permit shall be issued or denied in writing at least four (4) business days before the first day of the event. 
The permit shall be issued if all of the required information is provided, if the application is made at least ten (10) business days before the event, the director of public safety or his designee determines that the event will be open to the public, that all necessary permits, licenses and approvals have been obtained from all government authorities having jurisdiction, including, but not limited to, the state department of liquor control and the zoning authorities, that a certificate of insurance indemnifying and holding harmless the town from any and all liability growing out of said event, with the town named as additional insured shall be issued as of the granting of said permit, and that the granting of the permit will be in accord with the health, safety, and welfare of the town. 
The director of public safety is authorized to issue additional guidelines and standards for the issuance of said permit not inconsistent with this section which, if not met, will result in denial of said permit. 
(3)	The requirements of subsection (2) may be waived by the director of public safety for good cause shown in cases where it is found that the event does not represent a hazard to the health, safety and welfare of the Town and he so informs the town manager. 
(f)	Penalty. Any person violating the provisions of this section, whether individual, corporation, trust, or other entity, shall be fined fifty dollars ($50.00). 
(Ord. No. 88-3, §§ 1—6, 5-9-88)
Editor's note(s)—Ord. No. 88-3, §§ 1—6, adopted May 9, 1988, amended the Code by adding provisions designated as § 13-55, to read as herein set out. 
Cross reference(s)—Alcoholic beverages, Ch. 4; food and foodhandlers, Ch. 10; streets and sidewalks, Ch. 17. 
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Chapter 17 STREETS AND SIDEWALKS[footnoteRef:1] [1: Cross reference(s)—Capital improvement fund, § 2-31 et seq.; littering in public places, § 11-18; consumption of alcoholic beverages in public places, § 13-55. 
State law reference(s)—General authority over public improvements, Gen. Stats. § 7-194(8). ] 

- CODE OF ORDINANCES
Chapter 17 STREETS AND SIDEWALKS




Bloomfield, Connecticut, Code of Ordinances	   Created: 2024-01-08 16:17:44 [EST]
(Supp. No. 25)

Page 7 of 8
ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL
- CODE OF ORDINANCES
Chapter 17 - STREETS AND SIDEWALKS
ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL
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Sec. 17-1. Materials specifications.
All materials used in the construction or repair of streets, sidewalks and the appurtenences thereof shall conform to the current specifications of the state department of transportation, bureau of highways unless otherwise provided by the town manager and on file in his office. 
(Code 1962, § 617)




	   Created: 2024-01-08 16:17:43 [EST]
(Supp. No. 25)

Page  of 
Sec. 17-2. Assessment of cost of street construction against corner lots.
A corner lot shall be assessed on the street on which a street is first installed to town specifications and shall be assessed for such improvements when made on the other streets for frontage thereon subject to the following exemptions: 
(A)	If a street is constructed along both frontages of a corner lot: 
(1)	A corner lot involving two (2) streets shall be assessed for such improvements on the street having the longer frontage for all frontage on such street; 
(2)	A corner lot shall be assessed for such improvements on the street having the shortest frontage subject to the following: 
(a)	A corner lot shall be exempt from assessment for a distance equal to its shortest frontage on any street, but such exemption shall not exceed the legally required frontage for the zone in which the lot is located. In business and industrial zones the frontage, for exemption purposes, shall not exceed one hundred fifty (150) feet. No exemption shall be granted for the shortest frontage unless an assessment was paid on the longer frontage. 
(b)	The exemption shall not apply where the street having the longer frontage was never assessed by the town for benefits under this chapter. 
(B)	The cost applicable to the frontage so exempted shall be borne by the town. 
(Code 1962, § 602; Ord. No. 48, 2-14-68)
State law reference(s)—Authority to assess benefits, Gen. Stats. § 13a-83. 
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Sec. 17-3. Assessment of cost of sidewalk construction against corner lots.
A corner lot shall be assessed on the street on which a sidewalk is first installed for all frontage on such street and shall be assessed for such improvements when made on the other streets for frontage thereon subject to the following exemptions: 
(a)	If a sidewalk is installed along more than one street, a corner lot involving two (2) or more streets shall be assessed for such improvements on the street having the longer frontage for all frontage on such street and shall be assessed for such improvements on the street having the shortest frontage subject to the following: 
(1)	A corner lot shall be exempt from assessment for a distance equal to its shortest frontage on any street, but such exemption shall not exceed the legally required frontage for the zone in which the lot is located. In business and industrial zones the frontage, for exemption purposes, shall be the same as for the R-10 zone; 
(2)	The cost applicable to the frontage so exempted shall be borne by the town. 
(b)	A corner lot having a sidewalk on one street which meets the current specifications of the town shall be considered to have been assessed for such sidewalk and shall be eligible for exemption in accordance with this section at such time as sidewalks are installed. 
(Code 1962, § 631)
State law reference(s)—Authority to assess benefits, Gen. Stats. § 13a-83. 
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Secs. 17-4—17-14. Reserved.
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ARTICLE II. HOUSE NUMBERS[footnoteRef:2] [2: State law reference(s)—Assignment of house numbers, Gen. Stats. § 7-120. ] 

- CODE OF ORDINANCES
Chapter 17 - STREETS AND SIDEWALKS
ARTICLE II. HOUSE NUMBERS
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Sec. 17-15. Assignment.
The town plan and zoning commission may at its discretion and without notice assign to each house, or any part of a house or to each lot or part of a lot fronting upon any street within the town a number by which it shall be known, and may alter such numbers and renumber such house, parts of houses, lots and parts of lots, fronting upon any and all streets within the town. It shall be the duty of the commission whenever hereafter a new street or highway is accepted, to assign to the land abutting on such street or highway, numbers at such measured intervals or distances as in the opinion of the commission, the public interests shall require. 
(Code 1962, § 431)
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Sec. 17-16. Notice of assignment; duty of owner.
Whenever the commission acting in accordance with section 17-15, shall have assigned numbers to, or shall have renumbered any property fronting on any street, the commission shall forthwith send to the owners of all buildings fronting upon said street a written statement and notice informing them of such numbering or renumbering and directing the owners to affix to such premises figures indicating the numbers thereto assigned. It shall thereupon become the duty of the owners to affix said numbers within thirty (30) days after the sending of such notice. 
(Code 1962, § 432)
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Sec. 17-17. Authorization to regulate, remove, replace numbers.
The commission is hereby authorized to make rules concerning the size, style, color and materials of all house numbers and the method of affixing the same, and the commission is hereby empowered to remove from any premises any number not complying with said rules or not in accordance with the number legally assigned, and to place upon any premises the properly assigned number at the expense of the owner if the notice of the commission, as provided in section 17-16, is not complied with within sixty (60) days after the date of sending. 
(Code 1962, § 433)
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Sec. 17-18. Penalty.
Whoever shall refuse or neglect to comply with the provisions of this chapter more than thirty (30) days after notice, as required in section 17-16 shall be fined one dollar ($1.00) for each and every day of such refusal or neglect. It shall be the duty of the commission to report to the town attorney and case of such refusal or neglect at the end of thirty (30) days after the issuance of the notice. 
(Code 1962, § 434)




	   Created: 2024-01-08 16:17:43 [EST]
(Supp. No. 25)

Page  of 
Secs. 17-19—17-28. Reserved.
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ARTICLE III. WORK AND ENCROACHMENTS WITHIN RIGHTS-OF-WAY
- CODE OF ORDINANCES
Chapter 17 - STREETS AND SIDEWALKS
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DIVISION 1. GENERALLY[footnoteRef:3] [3: Editor's note(s)—An ordinance adopted June 26, 2023(1) , amended Div. 1 in its entirety to read as herein set out. Former Div. 1, §§ 17-29—17-43, pertained to work within rights-of-way—Generally, and derived from Code 1962, § 610; Ord. No. 80-2, adopted June 10, 1980. ] 
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Sec. 17-29. Rights-of-Way Ordinance.
(a)	The provisions of this article III (Work and Encroachments Within Rights-of-Way) of chapter 17, may be cited and may be referred to hereinafter, and in any matters as may be related hereto, as the "Rights-of-Way Ordinance", and shall apply to all regulated activities, as defined herein. 
( Amend. of 6-26-23(1) )
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Sec. 17-30. Applicable definitions and terminology.
(a)	Particular definitions as shall apply for purposes of this Rights-of-Way Ordinance are included below, other definitions and terminology shall be as set forth in the permit manual (redundancy is for convenience): 
(1)	Authorized enforcement agent (AEA). The authorized enforcement agent ("AEA") is the town manager, or the official or employee of the Town of Bloomfield so designated by the town manager. The AEA may, as deemed appropriate, at any time authorize other officials or employees of the town to act in his stead, to any degree or limitation and on any relevant matter. 
(2)	Permit manual. The term "permit manual" shall mean and refer to the Rights-of-Way Permit Manual created by the authorized enforcement agent for the administration, implementation, and enforcement of the provisions of this Rights-of-Way Ordinance. The permit manual as adopted by the town council shall be the rights-of-way regulations of the Town of Bloomfield. 
(3)	Permittee. The term "permittee" means the entity to whom a subject permit or license has been duly issued, including any officers, employees, subcontractors, representatives, or agents who act, fail to act, omit, or make representations on behalf of said entity in any manner with respect to any subject permit or license. 
(4)	Regulated activities. The term "regulated activities" means any excavation or other construction activities or work, connections to the town storm drainage system, any encroachments, including the installation thereof, whether considered temporary or permanent, the moving of structures, and the removal and trimming of trees, and including activities incidental or appurtenant to any of the same, within, or directly related to travel within, public rights-of-way (including streets) of the Town of Bloomfield. 
( Amend. of 6-26-23(1) )
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Sec. 17-31. Jurisdiction of the town.
(a)	Nothing herein contained, nor any action of the town associated with this Rights-of-Way Ordinance, shall in any way diminish or waive the jurisdiction, dominion, or control of the town with respect to its rights-of-way, including the town's right to control the location, or future relocation, of non-town facilities or improvements within town rights-of-way. 
( Amend. of 6-26-23(1) )
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Sec. 17-32. Administration.
(a)	The AEA shall administer, implement, and enforce the provisions of this Rights-of-Way Ordinance, in a manner deemed appropriate and in the interests of the town, on behalf of the town manager. The AEA shall have all powers and authority as set forth in this Rights-of-Way Ordinance and in the permit manual. 
(b)	The chief of police shall have authority to act, individually or in concert with others, in enforcement of any provisions of this Rights-of-Way Ordinance as may fall under the jurisdiction thereof. 
(c)	While provisions of this Rights-of-Way Ordinance may require of a permittee knowledge and compliance with laws and regulations, the town incurs no obligation to ensure or enforce such knowledge or compliance requirements. 
(d)	The town is not, and shall not be construed to be, responsible for any means, methods, acts, failures to act, omissions, or representations of, by, or on behalf of any permittee. 
(e)	The AEA may assert additional reasonable requirements with respect to any regulated activities as deemed appropriate and in the interests of the town. 
( Amend. of 6-26-23(1) )
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Sec. 17-33. License requirements; fee.
(a)	Any entity (i.e. permittee) desiring to undertake regulated activities must first obtain a license to conduct regulated activities from the AEA. Such license shall have an annual duration, expiring on December 31 of each calendar year. The existence of an active license is a condition precedent to the issuance of any permit for any regulated activities; and any such permit is issued under the umbrella of and subject to the permittee's active license at the time of permit issuance. A license may be suspended at any time by the AEA for cause in accordance with the provisions of the permit manual. 
(b)	The fee for any such license issued will be twenty dollars ($20.00). 
(c)	License obligations: The permittee, (as license requirements and in conjunction with, in addition to, or as may be redundant to, other applicable obligations), is obligated to: 
(1)	Maintain in force insurance coverage, security bond, and indemnification and hold harmless warranty as set forth in the permit manual. 
(2)	Obtain a permit and perform all work and activities in accordance with the requirements of laws and regulations, this Right-of-Way Ordinance, the permit manual, the indemnification and hold harmless warranty, or an applicable permit. 
(3)	Perform/address all corrective work, restoration work, or concerns of the town in a timely manner. 
( Amend. of 6-26-23(1) )
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Sec. 17-34. Permit requirements; fee.
(a)	Any entity desiring to undertake regulated activities must obtain an applicable permit from the AEA, on behalf of the town manager, to cover each and every activity to be undertaken. The AEA may organize permit types and particular activities covered by any permit as deemed appropriate thereby. Any such permit shall be issued under, and subject to, the current active license of the permittee. 
(b)	The base fee for any such permit shall be fifty dollars ($50.00) for excavation within the limits of the street improvements and twenty-five dollars ($25.00) for other regulated activities. 
( Amend. of 6-26-23(1) )
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Sec. 17-35. Waivers and exceptions.
(a)	The AEA may waive or modify any or all, as deemed appropriate thereby, requirements of section 17-33 or section 17-34 hereof in the case of any governmental agency or public service company as deemed thereby to be in the interests of the town or public; however, nothing herein contained shall be deemed to waive any of such requirements. 
(b)	None of the provisions of this Rights-of-Way Ordinance shall apply to any work performed in connection with the maintenance, repair, replacement, or relocation of existing utility poles owned by any public service company, nor the erection of any temporary protective warning signs or devices. 
(c)	None of the provisions of this Rights-of-Way Ordinance shall apply to any work performed directly by the Town of Bloomfield; nor work performed on behalf of the Town of Bloomfield under a purchase order duly issued by the Town of Bloomfield, unless so required in writing by the AEA. 
(d)	Nothing in the provisions of this Rights-of-Way Ordinance shall be construed to prevent the making of any necessary excavation or the performance of any work related thereto by any public service company or governmental agency in the event of emergency. 
( Amend. of 6-26-23(1) )
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Sec. 17-36. Standards and specifications.
(a)	The standards and specifications, including reference standards and specifications, for regulated activities shall be as set forth in the permit manual. 
( Amend. of 6-26-23(1) )
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Sec. 17-37. Implied condition.
(a)	The provisions of this Rights-of-Way Ordinance and the permit manual constitute a set of implied conditions on all permits, including any general permit, issued, created, or in effect pursuant to this Rights-of-Way Ordinance, and on all regulated activities pursuant to this Rights-of-Way Ordinance. 
( Amend. of 6-26-23(1) )
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Sec. 17-38. Citation.
(a)	Notwithstanding any other enforcement action, within or external to this article III or the permit manual, as may be available to or undertaken by the town or other regulatory agency with respect to any subject violation, any violation of this article III shall be subject to penalties and enforcement per this section 17-38 and section 1-8, and the hearing procedure with respect to the same as per section 1-8.5, of this Code of Ordinances. Any failure to comply with any provision of this article III or the permit manual shall be considered a violation of this article III for each and every day that any such non-compliance or violation is allowed to exist and is not fully mitigated. 
(b)	The violation of any provision of this article III or the permit manual shall be punished by a fine not to exceed fifty dollars ($50.00) per violation; provided that the AEA, with the approval of the town manager, and taking into consideration, as applicable, the actual or potential effects on the health, safety, and general welfare of the citizens of Bloomfield or the general public, the actual or potential harm to person, property, general public policy, and any other extenuating factors, may increase the penalty up to two hundred fifty dollars ($250.00) per offense as deemed warranted thereby. 
( Amend. of 6-26-23(1) )
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DIVISION 2. CONDUCT OF REGULATED ACTIVITIES[footnoteRef:4] [4: Editor's note(s)—An ordinance adopted June 26, 2023(1) , amended Div. 2 in its entirety to read as herein set out. Former Div. 2, §§ 17-51—17-58, pertained to excavations, and derived from Code 1962, § 611. ] 
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Sec. 17-39. Quality of work and activities.
(a)	All regulated activities shall be performed and the provisions of the permit manual applied such that the best and highest result is achieved. 
( Amend. of 6-26-23(1) )
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Sec. 17-40. Safety.
(a)	The permittee is responsible for the protection of person and property from harm or other adverse effects as a result of or arising from regulated activities. 
( Amend. of 6-26-23(1) )
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Sec. 17-41. Monitoring, inspection, testing and correction of unsatisfactory work.
(a)	The town may reasonably monitor or inspect, which may include testing, any regulated activities to any degree, at any time, and in any manner deemed appropriate or in its interests thereby in accordance with the procedures and requirements set forth in the permit manual; and the AEA is hereby authorized to perform, or arrange for the performance of, the same. The permittee shall fully cooperate with the same. 
(b)	The permit manual sets forth additional provisions regarding testing and corrective work, including recoverable costs as may be associated with testing or corrective work performed by or on behalf of the town. Any monies as may be owed to the town hereunder shall be paid within thirty (30) days of billing by the town. 
( Amend. of 6-26-23(1) )
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Sec. 17-42. Closure to traffic.
(a)	No public way may be entirely closed to any mode of traffic intended or allowed prior to the commencement of regulated activities except by express direction of the chief of police or by prior express written consent of the chief of police or the AEA, except in the case of an emergency. In case of any such emergency, the permittee shall notify the police department dispatch, through its regular phone number or by dialing "911" as soon as possible. 
( Amend. of 6-26-23(1) )
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Sec. 17-43. Suspension of activities.
(a)	Notwithstanding any other provisions of this Rights-of-Way Ordinance, wherever deemed appropriate thereby, the chief of police may suspend activities or operations of the permittee consistent with the authorities of such position. 
( Amend. of 6-26-23(1) )
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DIVISION 3. DRIVEWAY APRONS[footnoteRef:5] [5: Editor's note(s)—An ordinance adopted June 26, 2023(1) , amended Div. 3 in its entirety to read as herein set out. Former Div. 3, §§ 17-66—17-75, pertained to driveways, and derived from Code 1962, § 612; Ord. No. 78-1, adopted Oct. 24, 1978. ] 
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Sec. 17-44. Work on driveway aprons to be permitted.
(a)	New, reconstructed, resurfaced, expanded, or removed driveway aprons are regulated activities under this Rights-of-Way Ordinance. 
( Amend. of 6-26-23(1) )
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Sec. 17-45. Number.
(a)	Approval must be obtained from the town manager to install more than two (2) driveway aprons on one (1) parcel of property. 
( Amend. of 6-26-23(1) )
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DIVISION 3.5. ENCROACHMENTS
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Sec. 17-46. Encroachments to be permitted.
(a)	All encroachments are regulated activities. Obstructions within the right-of-way are a form of encroachment. 
( Amend. of 6-26-23(1) )
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Sec. 17-47. General requirements.
(a)	No encroachment shall pose a hazard or hindrance to travel on or within a highway. 
(b)	No encroachment shall interfere, or pose the potential to interfere, with routine or typical town maintenance or repair operations as associated with streets or rights-of-way. 
(c)	Any encroachments shall be kept in good condition by the responsible party therefor. 
(d)	A permit for any encroachment may be revoked by the town for any reason the town manager determines to be in the public interest; and any encroachment subject to having its permit so revoked shall be deemed in non-compliance. 
( Amend. of 6-26-23(1) )
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Sec. 17-48. Town not liable.
(a)	Any encroachment shall not be, and shall not be deemed to be, the property or responsibility of the town. The town shall not be held responsible or liable for any damage or other adverse effects to any encroachment, except as may be superseded by applicable federal or state law, as a result of: 
(1)	Any activities or efforts of or on behalf of the town to avoid, prepare for, mitigate, or recover from public hazards or emergencies. 
(2)	Any activities or efforts associated with routine or typical maintenance or repair operations associated with streets or rights-of-way, including snow plowing, sweeping or other cleaning activities, maintenance or repair of facilities or improvements, maintenance or repair to drainage ways, or management of vegetation. 
(b)	The decision or act of the town to remediate or mitigate any damage or adverse effects to any encroachment as may be covered under (a) above, for any reason or to any degree, does not in any way alter or affect any future application or effect of this section 17-48. 
( Amend. of 6-26-23(1) )
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Sec. 17-49. Obstruction of sight lines at intersections.
(a)	The owner, tenant, occupant or agent of any lot in any zone, shall maintain said lot in such a manner that no encroachment or obstruction shall interfere with the free line of sight, in accordance with accepted state and federal highway design standards, for any motor vehicle operator, or other traveler, when legally traveling upon, entering onto, or exiting any highway. 
( Amend. of 6-26-23(1) )
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Sec. 17-50. Responsibility to town and public.
(a)	The permit holder or other responsible party (collectively "responsible party") for any encroachment or obstruction is solely responsible to the town and to the public for all aspects or matters related to the existence of the subject encroachment or obstruction. 
(b)	Where an encroachment or obstruction exists without a permit, or the permit holder of an encroachment is not identified, then the rebuttable presumption shall be that the responsible party for any such encroachment or obstruction is the owner of the property that directly abuts the subject location within the subject right-of-way. The burden shall be on the foregoing presumed responsible party to present sufficient evidence to have some other entity judged as the responsible party. 
(c)	The responsible party receiving notice of non-compliance of a subject encroachment or obstruction per applicable provisions of the permit manual shall remove or correct such non-compliance in accordance with the applicable provisions of the permit manual and the subject notice of non-compliance; failure to so act is a violation of this Rights-of-Way Ordinance. 
(d)	Where deemed thereby to be necessary and that the responsible party is unresponsive or is otherwise not likely to address any subject non-compliant encroachment in a timely manner, the town manager may, in the public interest, cause such non-compliant encroachment or obstruction to be removed or made compliant. 
(e)	The town may seek to recover, and the responsible party shall be liable to the town for, any costs or expenses incurred by the town in association with actions or measures undertaken by the town under provision 17-50(d) above. If any invoice from the town seeking to recover such costs or expenses remains unpaid for over thirty (30) days from its issuance, then the town may, at any time subsequent thereto, place a lien on any associated property of the responsible party to cover such liability to the town. Any such lien may be administered and enforced by the town in the same manner as a tax lien. 
( Amend. of 6-26-23(1) )
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Sec. 17-51. Liability for placing obstructions in highway.
(a)	In accordance with § 52-558 of the Connecticut General Statutes: "When any person places or keeps building materials, or any obstacle, in any highway, either with or without a license therefor from the town, city or borough in which such highway is situated, he shall pay to such town, city or borough all costs and damages which it sustains or is compelled to pay by reason thereof." 
( Amend. of 6-26-23(1) )
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Secs. 17-52—17-80. Reserved.
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DIVISION 4. MOVING STRUCTURES[footnoteRef:6] [6: State law reference(s)—Authority to regulate moving of buildings on streets, Gen. Stats. § 7-194(42). ] 
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Sec. 17-81. To whom permits issued.
Permits to move buildings or structures over public rights-of-way will be issued to licensed contractors only. Said contractor shall be an approved contractor regularly engaged in the business of moving buildings and structures. 
(Code 1962, § 614)
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Sec. 17-82. Responsibility for damage.
The moving contractor will be responsible for all damage to street pavement, curbs, gutters, drains, culverts, traffic signs, guardrails, bridge structures and any other town-owned property in the public rights-of-way, caused by such moving. Any such damage shall be repaired or replaced, work therein to commence within twenty-four (24) hours from the time of damage and to be prosecuted expeditiously. If the town manager so deems it necessary in the interest of public safety, the repair work shall be commenced before said twenty-four (24) hours. Any repair work not commenced within this time limit or not diligently pursued may be completed by the town and the contractor shall be liable for the entire cost. 
(Code 1962, § 614)
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Sec. 17-83. Removal, trimming of trees.
Any trees in the public rights-of-way that must be removed or trimmed to make way for such building or structure shall be removed or trimmed in accordance with the instructions contained in Division 5. 
(Code 1962, § 614)
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Sec. 17-84. Removal of public property.
The superintendent of the highway department shall be notified a minimum of forty-eight (48) hours in advance of moving structures in the event it becomes necessary to remove any public property, and the work of removal of any public property shall be performed by the highway department of the town and the entire expense of the same shall be paid for by the contractor. 
(Code 1962, § 614)
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Sec. 17-85. Notice to fire department; direction of traffic.
The fire department shall be notified through the fire chief of the particular fire district within which the move is taking place at least forty-eight (48) hours before the contemplated removal. If a traffic director is required, he shall be provided by the police department at the expense of the contractor. 
(Code 1962, § 614)
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Sec. 17-86. Leaving on highway overnight.
No building or structure being moved shall be left on any town right-of-way overnight except in an extreme emergency and then only with the special permission of the town manager and under such special conditions as he may impose. 
(Code 1962, § 614)
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Secs. 17-87—17-92. Reserved.
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DIVISION 5. TREE TRIMMING AND REMOVAL[footnoteRef:7] [7: State law reference(s)—Authority to provide for public trees, Gen. Stats. § 7-194(13); public shade trees, Gen. Stats. § 23-58 et seq. ] 
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Sec. 17-93. Authority.
The public works director is hereby designated as town tree warden; whose authorities shall be consistent with Connecticut General Statutes Title 23, Chapter 451, 23-58, 59. 
(Ord. No. 14-2, 9-22-14)
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Sec. 17-94. To whom permits issued.
Permits to remove or trim trees in the public rights-of-way will be issued to licensed contractors regularly engaged in the business of removing or trimming trees. Trees may be removed or trimmed by the public works department of the town without a permit. 
(Code 1962, § 615; Ord. No. 14-2, 9-22-14)
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Sec. 17-95. Responsibility.
Any tree in a public right-of-way to be removed or trimmed must be approved on an individual basis by the town tree warden. The town tree warden at that time will also decide whether such work will be at the expense of the town or at the expense of any individual or company requesting such work. In general, any trees removed or trimmed for public safety or due to the condition of the tree will be at the expense of the town, whereas trees removed or trimmed for the convenience of individuals or companies will be at the expense of that individual or company. The town tree warden will also decide whether the town public works department or a licensed contractor will do the work. 
(Code 1962, § 615; Ord. No. 14-2, 9-22-14)
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Sec. 17-96. Public safeguards.
All possible precautions will be taken to protect the public from harm due to falling limbs, or other such causes, particularly in the placing of warning signs during the day and the use of warning lights at night on fallen sections lying in the public rights-of-way. 
(Code 1962, § 615)
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Sec. 17-97. Disposition of diseased Dutch elms.
Elm trees having Dutch elm disease must be disposed of according to the regulations established by state statutes. 
(Code 1962, § 615)
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Secs. 17-98—17-103. Reserved.
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DIVISION 6. SIDEWALK CONSTRUCTION[footnoteRef:8] [8: State law reference(s)—Authority over sidewalks, Gen. Stats. § 7-118. ] 
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Sec. 17-104. To whom permits issued.
No person other than a licensed contractor will be issued a permit to construct or replace a sidewalk within the public rights-of-way in the town. 
(Code 1962, § 616)
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Sec. 17-105. Specifications.
After obtaining a permit and before commencing operations, specifications must be obtained from the town manager or his designated agent, and all work must be performed in strict conformity to these specifications, which shall designate the location, types of materials, width and thickness of the sidewalk and methods of construction. 
(Code 1962, § 616)
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Sec. 17-106. Grade.
After obtaining a permit and before commencing operations in the public rights-of-way, a grade line shall be obtained from or approved by the town manager or his designated agent. 
(Code 1962, § 616)
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Sec. 17-107. Inspection and supervision.
All phases of the work involved in the construction or replacement of the sidewalk shall be subject to the inspection and supervision of the town manager or his agent. Each stage of the construction must be inspected before the next stage is started. 
(Code 1962, § 616)
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Secs. 17-108—17-117. Reserved.
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ARTICLE IV. SNOW AND ICE REMOVAL[footnoteRef:9] [9: State law reference(s)—Authority to require snow and ice removal, Gen. Stats. §§ 7-194(16), 7-118. ] 
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Sec. 17-118. Duty to clear snow from sidewalks.
The tenant, occupant, owner or agent of any premises abutting upon any street or public place in the town where there is a sidewalk, graded, paved or planked, shall cause all snow to be removed from said sidewalk within two (2) hours after it has ceased to fall, be deposited or accumulate, or within three (3) hours after sunrise when the same has ceased to fall, be deposited or accumulate at night. 
(Code 1962, § 640)
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Sec. 17-118.1. Maintenance of public sidewalks by property owner; liability for injury.
(a)	State law adopted. The provisions of Connecticut General Statutes, Section 7-163a are hereby adopted, and are set forth in paragraphs (b) and (c) hereof. 
(b)	Liability of city [town]. Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 13a-149 of the General Statutes or any other general statute or special act, the Town of Bloomfield shall not be liable to any person injured in person or property caused by the presence of ice or snow on a public sidewalk unless the Town of Bloomfield is the owner or person in possession and control of land abutting such sidewalk, other than land used as a highway or street, provided the Town of Bloomfield shall be liable for its affirmative acts with respect to such sidewalk. 
(c)	Liability, duty of abutting land owner:
(1)	The owner or person in possession and control of land abutting a public sidewalk shall have the same duty of care with respect to the presence of ice or snow on such sidewalk toward the portion of the sidewalk abutting his property as the municipality had prior to the effective date of this section adopted pursuant to the provisions of Connecticut General Statutes, Section 7-163a and shall be liable to persons injured in person or property where a breach of said duty is the proximate cause of said injury. 
(2)	No action to recover damages for injury to the person or to property caused by the presence of ice or snow on a public sidewalk against a person who owns or is in possession and control of land abutting a public sidewalk shall be brought but within two (2) years from the date when the injury is first sustained. 
(Ord. No. 86-2, §§ A—C, 2-10-86)
Editor's note(s)—Ord. No. 86-2, §§ A—C, adopted Feb. 10, 1986, amended the Code by adding provisions designated as § 17-118a, which have been redesignated as § 17-118.1 by the editor to conform to the numbering system of the Code. 
Cross reference(s)—Liability for snow removal violations, §§ 17-122, 17-123; duty of town manager re clearing, § 17-124 et seq. 




	   Created: 2024-01-08 16:17:44 [EST]
(Supp. No. 25)

Page 20 of 21
Sec. 17-119. Duty to clear snow and ice from hydrants.
All snow and ice accumulating in the street higher than a point four (4) inches below the bottom of the lowest outlet on any fire hydrant, and within a radius of three (3) feet from the center of such hydrant, shall be removed by the tenant, occupant, owner or agent of the premises fronting on that portion of the street, within two (2) hours after such snow and ice has ceased to fall, be deposited or accumulate, or within three (3) hours after sunrise when the same has ceased to fall, be deposited or accumulate at night. Said tenant, occupant, owner or agent shall also clear a path having a minimum width of three (3) feet between any fire hydrant and the edge of the traveled portion of the abutting street or highway. 
(Code 1962, § 641)
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Sec. 17-120. Removal or sanding of ice on sidewalks.
Whenever any sidewalk mentioned in section 17-118, or any part thereof, shall become covered with ice, the tenant, occupant, owner or agent of the premises shall, within the space of one hour thereafter during the daytime, or within three (3) hours after sunrise if the same shall have formed or accumulated at night, cause said sidewalk to be made safe and convenient for public travel by removing the ice therefrom or by adequately covering the same with sand or some other suitable substance. 
(Code 1962, § 642)
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Sec. 17-121. Violation, penalty.
Any tenant, occupant, owner or agent of any premises, who violates any of the provisions of sections 17-118, 17-119 and 17-120 or refuses or neglects to comply with the same, shall be fined the sum of twenty-five dollars ($25.00) for each offense, and each and every hour of neglect or refusal to comply with any of the provisions of said sections shall be deemed a separate offense. Said penalty shall not, however, exceed the sum of one hundred dollars ($100.00) for any one continuous period of neglect. 
(Code 1962, § 643; Ord. No. 14-3, 9-22-14)
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Sec. 17-122. Liability of officers of corporation for violation.
If a corporation shall violate any of the provisions of sections 17-118, 17-119 and 17-120 the officers and directors of said corporation shall likewise be deemed to have violated the same and each and all of them, jointly and severally, shall be personally liable to pay any fine incurred by reason of said violation. 
(Code 1962, § 644)
Cross reference(s)—Liability for injury on sidewalk, § 17-118.1. 




	   Created: 2024-01-08 16:17:44 [EST]
(Supp. No. 25)

Page 21 of 22
Sec. 17-123. Liability of owner for violation.
In the absence of any written agreement to the contrary, the owner of the premises shall be presumed to be the person responsible for carrying out the requirements of this chapter. Proof that an occupant of the premises has agreed with the owner to conform to the provisions of this chapter and to save him harmless from all fines for violation thereof shall be a defense in a prosecution against said owner for violation of this chapter. 
(Code 1962, § 645)
Cross reference(s)—Liability for injury on sidewalk, § 17-118.1. 
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Sec. 17-124. Duty of town manager to have sidewalks, hydrants cleared.
It shall be the duty of the chief of police to report promptly to the town manager all violations of sections 17-118, 17-119 and 17-120. It shall be the duty of the town manager to cause all sidewalks and fire hydrants so neglected to be properly cleared or made safe for public travel or use at the expense of the abutting property owners as provided in sections 17-125 and 17-126. The town manager may engage an independent contractor to do said work. 
(Code 1962, § 646)
Cross reference(s)—Liability for injury on sidewalk, § 17-118.1. 
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Sec. 17-125. Collection of bill for work done by town.
The town manager shall deliver to the tax collector a bill for any work done under the provisions of section 17-124. The tax collector shall collect from the owner of the abutting property the amount of said bill plus an overhead charge of six (6) per cent of the amount thereof; provided, however, that on each such bill the minimum overhead charge shall be five dollars ($5.00) and the maximum overhead charge shall be one hundred twenty-five dollars ($125.00). 
(Code 1962, § 647; Ord. No. 14-3, 9-22-14)
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Sec. 17-126. Cost of work to be a lien; interest; duration of lien.
The cost of any work done by the town manager under section 17-124, together with the overhead charge provided in section 17-125, shall be a lien in favor of the town upon the abutting property, which lien shall exist from the date said work was completed. Said lien shall bear interest at the rate of six (6) per cent per annum from the date the work was completed and shall expire sixty (60) days after the date on which it begins to run unless the town manager shall cause a certificate of lien, containing a statement of the amount of the lien, a description of the premises upon which it is claimed and the name of the owner of record of the premises, to be recorded in the office of the town clerk before the expiration of said sixty-day period. 
(Code 1962, § 648)
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Sec. 17-127. Depositing snow and ice on streets.
No tenant, owner, occupant or agent of any premises abutting upon any street or highway shall deposit or cause to be deposited snow or ice on the traveled portion of such street or highway. Any person committing such an offense shall be considered to have caused an obstruction to traffic, as provided by section 19-16 of this Code, and shall be fined not more than fifty dollars ($50.00) for the first offense, and not less than one hundred dollars ($100.00) for each subsequent offense. The provisions of sections 17-122 and 17-123 shall apply to violations of this section. 
(Code 1962, § 649; Ord. No. 35, 4-28-64; Ord. No. 14-3, 9-22-14)
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Secs. 17-128—17-160. Reserved.
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ARTICLE V. SCENIC ROADS[footnoteRef:10] [10: Editor's note(s)—Ord. No. 2001-3, adopted Oct. 9, 2001, amended the Code by the addition of §§ 100-1—100-7; however, said provisions have been redesignated as §§ 17-161—17-167 at the editor's discretion for purposes of maintaining the format of the Code. ] 
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Sec. 17-161. Purpose.
The scenic and rural roads of the Town of Bloomfield are irreplaceable resources. It is the purpose of this article to balance the need to provide for convenient and safe public transportation routes with the need to preserve these scenic and rural roads. Therefore, be it ordained by the Town of Bloomfield that, pursuant to the authority granted by Section 7-149a of the Connecticut General Statutes, the Town of Bloomfield shall provide for the designation of certain town highways or portions thereof within its borders as scenic roads. 
(Ord. No. 2001-3, § 100-1, 11-26-01)
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Sec. 17-162. Authority.
The town plan and zoning commission is hereby authorized to designate any town public highway or any portion of any town public highway ("road") as a scenic road ("scenic road") in accordance with the procedures in this article. No segment of this article shall be inconsistent with Connecticut State Statutes Title 7, Chapter 98, 7-148, Municipal Powers, or Title 23, Chapter 451, 23-58 to 23-65(e), Tree Warden. 
(Ord. No. 2001-3, § 100-2, 11-26-01)
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Sec. 17-163. Designation criteria.
(a)	No road or portion of road shall be designated as a scenic road unless it is free of intensive commercial development and intensive vehicular traffic and unless it has a minimum length of two thousand five hundred (2,500) feet, except that the length of the road may be less if the commission finds that the road segment contains unique scenic features and/or is located between identifiable environmental features and/or intersections. 
(b)	Prior to designating a road as a scenic road, the town plan and zoning commission shall first specifically find that at least one (1) of the following criteria is met: 
(1)	The highway is unpaved; 
(2)	The highway is bordered by mature trees or stone walls; 
(3)	The traveled portion of the highway is no more than twenty (20) feet in width; 
(4)	The highway offers scenic views; 
(5)	The highway blends naturally into surrounding terrain; 
(6)	The highway parallels or crosses over brooks, streams, lakes or ponds. 
(c)	Aside from these criteria, the town plan and zoning commission may give consideration to the following, including without limitation: 
(1)	Buildings, structures or places of historical significance; 
(2)	Recreational uses; 
(3)	Proximity to open space, agricultural, forest lands, including land that is public nonprofit or privately owned; 
(4)	Notable geologic or other natural features which would benefit from a road's designation as a scenic road. 
(d)	No road may be designated as a scenic road by the town plan and zoning commission unless the owners of the majority of the lot frontage abutting the portion of the road proposed for such designation agree to its designation as a scenic road by filing a written statement of approval with the Town Clerk of the Town of Bloomfield, which statement of approval shall meet the requirements of section 17-164 of this article. 
(Ord. No. 2001-3, § 100-3, 11-26-01)
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Sec. 17-164. Application procedure.
(a)	Request for designation. The town plan and zoning commission shall consider a road for designation as a scenic road upon receipt of a request for designation and may itself initiate such a request as herein described. No road shall be designated as a scenic road by the town plan and zoning commission unless a request for designation has been filed with the commission on a form prescribed by it, containing the following information. 
(1)	The name of the road proposed to be designated as a scenic road and a general description of the road or portion of it to be designated, which includes the total frontage of the road section proposed, and the names and addresses of all abutters. The above information shall be shown on a plan at a minimum scale of one (1) inch equals two hundred (200) feet, showing the limits of the proposed designated section of the road. 
(2)	A written description identifying those characteristics of the road which qualify it for scenic road status, including as a minimum but not limited to the criteria set forth in section 17-163 of this article. 
(3)	A copy of a statement of approval signed by the owners of a majority of lot frontage abutting the proposed scenic road stating that they consent to its designation as a scenic road. The statement of approval shall include their names and addresses and the measured lot frontage of each lot along the proposed scenic road. The statement of approval shall be in the form prescribed by the town plan and zoning commission and the original shall be filed with the town clerk at the same time as the copy is filed with the commission as part of the request for designation. Where the town plan and zoning commission itself initiates a request for designation, it may waive the requirement that the written statement of approval accompany the request, provided however, that no designation of a scenic highway shall be effective unless the written statement of approval executed by the requisite number of owners is filed with the town clerk and the commission prior to final action being taken upon such application. 
(b)	Hearing and decisions. Before designating a road as a scenic road, the town plan and zoning commission shall hold a public hearing in accordance with section 17-166. 
(c)	Rescission. The town plan and zoning commission may rescind the designation of a road as a scenic road in accordance with the procedures set forth in section 17-166, provided that the owners of a majority of the lot frontage abutting the scenic road concur with such rescission and have filed with the town clerk a written statement of approval of rescission, which shall include their names and addresses and the measures lot frontage of each lot along the scenic road. A copy of said written statement of approval of rescission shall be filed with the town plan and zoning commission at the same time as it is filed with the town clerk. No designation of a road as a scenic road may be rescinded, and no statement of approval of rescission may be filed, for at least two (2) years after the effective date of the designation of a scenic road. 
(Ord. No. 2001-3, § 100-4, 11-26-01)
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Sec. 17-165. Maintenance, alteration and reconstruction.
(a)	Preservation objective. The town shall maintain its scenic roads in good and sufficient repair and in a safe, passable condition, pursuant to its regular schedule for maintenance of town roads. Routine maintenance, alteration and reconstruction of a scenic road shall be carried out so as to preserve its scenic and rural characteristics, compatible with safe road operations. In the case of natural disaster in which a scenic road becomes impassable or unsafe for public travel, emergency repairs may be made only to the extent needed to restore the scenic road to its pre-emergency condition. 
(b)	Routine road maintenance. Routine road maintenance shall include the removal of hazard, diseased or dead trees, the trimming of tree branches that encroach on the traveled portion of the scenic road below the height needed to allow school buses, road maintenance vehicles and emergency vehicles to pass, the trimming or removal of brush and the removal of boulders or other obstacles that encroach on the traveled portion of the scenic road or block safe sight distance, the necessary trimming for utility lines, the trimming of brush to enhance and protect scenic views, stone walls, mature trees and other characteristics of the scenic road set forth in the decision designating it as a scenic road, the correction of drainage problems, provided that such measures would not otherwise be considered alteration or improvements, the regraveling of scenic roads having gravel surfaces and the resurfacing, restoration and repair of existing paved roadway surfaces. The public works director shall monitor routine road maintenance of scenic roads to ensure compliance with this article. 
(c)	Definition. As used herein, the term "alteration of a scenic road" shall mean all repairs or improvements other than routine maintenance as described in subsection (b) above, or repairs made necessary by natural disaster, as described in subsection (a) above, and shall include any widening or straightening of the right-of-way, the paving of a scenic road having a gravel surface, the removal of stone walls, the removal of mature trees, the regarding of roadside slopes and all other similar improvements. As used herein, the term "reconstruction of a scenic road" shall mean the complete removal of the road surface and/or subsurface for the purpose of reconstructing the scenic road in its entirety, including recycling methods and any extension of the width of the scenic road. Any alteration of a scenic road or reconstruction of a scenic road shall be made in accordance with the following procedures. 
(d)	Procedures.
(1)	The commission shall hold a public hearing in accordance with the requirements of section 17-166 on any proposal for the alteration or reconstruction of a scenic road, even where the proposal is part of a zoning or subdivision application for which no public hearing is otherwise required. Upon the filing of such a proposal with the town plan and zoning commission, the commission shall ask the director of planning and the town engineer each to submit a report of their views on the proposal and shall consider each report in the process of making the decision. If the decision of the town plan and zoning commission is anything other than approval of the proposal as submitted by the public agency, the public agency may, within fifteen (15) days after the decision has been published in a newspaper having general circulation in the town, file an appeal in writing, with the town council. The town council shall thereafter review the record before the town plan and zoning commission including the public agency proposal, the commission decision and the reasons for the decision as stated in the record and within thirty (30) days after filing of the appeal with it, shall render its decision either affirming, modifying and affirming or overruling and setting aside the decision of the commission. 
(2)	The commission shall hold a public hearing in accordance with the requirements of section 17-166 for any zoning or subdivision application which includes proposals for the alteration of a scenic road or reconstruction of a scenic road as part of the application. The process and timing of both requests shall be conducted simultaneously. The town plan and zoning commission may require the applicant to submit engineering or other technical reports documenting a need for the alteration or reconstruction and evaluating potential alternative solutions. The town plan and zoning commission shall evaluate both the subdivision road standards and the scenic values when considering the application. 
(3)	Proposals for the alteration of a scenic road or reconstruction of a scenic road made by a private applicant, other than those for a subdivision having a public hearing, shall be submitted to the town plan and zoning commission for approval, and the commission shall approve, modify and approve or disapprove any proposal after a public hearing conducted in accordance with the requirements of section 17-166. If it deems it necessary, the town plan and zoning commission may require the applicant to submit engineering or other technical reports documenting a need for the alteration or reconstruction and evaluating potential alternative solutions. The town plan and zoning commission shall evaluate both the subdivision highway standards and the scenic values in considering such proposals for the alteration or reconstruction. 
(e)	Standards for alteration or reconstruction.
(1)	No alteration of a scenic road or reconstruction of a scenic road (see subsection (3)) shall be made unless the town plan and zoning commission determines that such alteration or reconstruction is necessary to maintain the scenic road in good and sufficient repair and in safe condition for public travel. 
(2)	In determining whether to allow the proposed alteration of a scenic road or reconstruction of a scenic road, the town plan and zoning commission shall take into account the specific safety measures of the proposed change and the overall impact of the proposed change. Any decision by the town plan and zoning commission to permit an alteration of a scenic road or reconstruction of a scenic road shall reflect the least possible damage to the character of the scenic road. If an alteration of a scenic road or reconstruction of a scenic road is approved, the town plan and zoning commission shall specify the following requirements as they relate to scenic values: 
Curves—Curves shall not be eliminated unless they are found to be a hazard. 
Grades—Hills and valleys shall not be destroyed by cuts and fills unless absolutely essential for road safety. 
Widths—A scenic road should only be widened if the town plan and zoning commission finds that the amount of traffic, safe road operations and maintenance needs require such widening. For some rural roads, the amount of traffic that can be handled can be greatly increased by wide bypasses and turnouts, constructed at intervals where they do the least damage to scenic and other values. 
Side slopes—The existing steepness of side slopes is preferable to the reduction of gradient by the extensive removal of soil and rock. This is especially true where the slope is fully stabilized and where it is rich with existing ground cover, shrubs and trees. 
Vistas—Vistas of distinct landscapes shall be preserved by suitable vegetation management techniques. 
Vegetation—Vegetation on the side of the scenic road shall be managed in such a way as to preserve wild flowers, shrubs of ornamental and wildlife values, trees, overarching isolated trees and trees forming a canopy. 
Stone walls—If stone walls or portions thereof must be removed, they shall be rebuilt along the affected portion of the scenic road. 
(3)	The town plan and zoning commission shall assure itself that suitable vegetation management techniques are employed to preserve any tree canopy, shrubs and other vegetation, consistent with the need for clearances for utility lines. 
(4)	The town plan and zoning commission shall not grant an application for alteration or reconstruction of a scenic road where such application is made to accommodate a proposed subdivision or other development unless the commission determines that such alteration or reconstruction will not have a material adverse effect on the characteristics of the scenic road which formed the basis for its designation as a scenic road. 
(5)	Reconstruction criteria. No scenic road may be reconstructed beyond that permitted in accordance with the provisions of section 17-165 of this article, unless the town plan and zoning commission finds that there is no reasonable alternative to the improvement or alteration of the scenic road other than such reconstruction. Such finding shall be based upon approved road construction and safety standards and a finding that the alteration or reconstruction is necessary to maintain the scenic road in good and sufficient repair and in safe condition for travel in accordance with provisions of this section. Before any alteration or reconstruction may be made to a scenic road pursuant to this section, all other requirements and procedures of section 17-166 of this article must be complied with. 
(6)	Rights of landowners. Nothing in this article shall be deemed to prohibit a person owning or occupying land abutting the scenic road from maintaining and repairing the land which abuts the scenic road if the activity is outside the right-of-way of the scenic road. No person shall be denied access to his or her property by driveway or subdivision road, provided that the connection to the scenic road is designed and constructed to safeguard the basis for a scenic road as recorded by the town plan and zoning commission. 
Nothing herein shall prohibit a landowner from permanently removing a portion of a stone wall in order to construct or improve a driveway, or in the case of a subdivision, to connect a subdivision road with a designated scenic road, but these activities must be consistent with these guidelines and are subject to approval of the town plan and zoning commission. 
(Ord. No. 2001-3, § 100-5, 11-26-01; Ord. No. 14-1, 9-22-14)




	   Created: 2024-01-08 16:17:44 [EST]
(Supp. No. 25)

Page 25 of 26
Sec. 17-166. Administration.
(a)	Public hearings. A request for designation, a request for recission of designation, a proposal for alteration of a scenic road and a proposal for reconstruction of a scenic road shall be filed with the town plan and zoning commission. The town plan and zoning commission shall commence a public hearing within sixty-five (65) days after receipt of such request or proposal of an application prepared in accordance with this article and said hearing shall be completed within thirty-five (35) days after such hearing commences. The applicant or the commission may consent to one (1) or more extensions of any period specified in this section, provided that the total extension of any such period shall not be for longer than the original period as specified in this section, or the applicant may withdraw such application. For the purposes of this section, the day a receipt of a request or proposal shall be the day of the next regularly scheduled meeting of the town plan and zoning commission immediately following the day of submission to the town plan and zoning commission or thirty-five (35) days after submission, whichever is sooner. Notice of the time and place of such hearing shall be published at least twice in a newspaper having a substantial circulation in the town at intervals of not less than two (2) days, the first not more than fifteen (15) days or less than ten (10) days, and the last not less than two (2) days before the day of such hearing. At such hearing, any person may appear in person and may be represented by agent or by an attorney. 
(b)	Decision. The town plan and zoning commission shall render its decision on any request or proposal made within sixty-five (65) days after closing the hearing. The applicant may consent to one (1) or more extensions of this period, provided that the total extension shall not be for longer than sixty-five (65) days. Within fifteen (15) days after the date the commission rendered its decision, the decision shall be published in a newspaper having general circulation in the town, and notice of such decision shall be sent by certified mail to the owners of the lots fronting on that portion of the road designated as a scenic road. Such notice shall include a statement of as decision, together with the date of such action and the reasons for the decision as stated in the records of the town plan and zoning commission. Notice of the decision and the reasons for the decision shall be forwarded to the public works department and to all utility companies which service the area affected by the application within fifteen (15) days after adoption. 
(Ord. No. 2001-3, § 100-6, 11-26-01)
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Sec. 17-167. Appeals.
Any person aggrieved by a designation of a highway or portion of a highway by the town plan and zoning commission as a scenic road pursuant to this article may appeal such designation in the manner and utilizing the same standard of review produced for appeals from the decisions of the town plan and zoning commission under Section 8-8 of the Connecticut General Statutes, as the same may be amended from time to time. 
(Ord. No. 2001-3, § 100-7, 11-26-01)
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Secs. 17-168—17-200. Reserved.
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ARTICLE VI. BLOCK PARTIES AND NEIGHBORHOOD GATHERINGS[footnoteRef:11] [11: Editor's note(s)—An ordinance adopted August 14, 2017(1) , amended the Code by adding provisions that were not specifically amendatory. At the editor's discretion, said provisions were included as §§ 17-201—17-205. 
Cross reference(s)—Nuisance parties, § 16½-1 et seq. ] 
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Sec. 17-201. Purpose
The purpose of this article is to establish guidelines for residents requesting a permit to hold a neighborhood block party on a public road. 
( Amend. of 8-14-17(1) )
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Sec. 17-202. "Block party" defined.
A social event or gathering involving residents from six (6) or more homes, or fifty (50) percent of the residents on a residential street or streets wherein the event will be held in such a manner that it will impede or block traffic flow on the residential street or streets in question. Where residents have requested permission to close the portion of the roadway within the perimeter of the block party to allow the safe and free movement of the attendees. 
( Amend. of 8-14-17(1) )
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Sec. 17-203. Policy.
It shall be the policy of the Town of Bloomfield and the Bloomfield Police Department to review permit requests by Town of Bloomfield residents to host a block party on a public road. No permit will be granted on a state road or a road with a speed limit exceeding twenty-five (25) mph throughout town. 
( Amend. of 8-14-17(1) )
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Sec. 17-204. Procedure.
The residents requesting a permit to hold a block party shall submit a written request to the town manager's office. The written request shall specify the exact stretch of roadway(s) to be closed. 
Upon receiving initial approval from the town manager's office, the permit requestor(s) shall also be required to: 
(1)	Contact the public works department for a road closure form and to arrange for barricades to be dropped off and picked up; 
(2)	Contact the police department to ensure that the roadway Is accessible to emergency vehicles and for the planning of proper placement of barricades and signs; 
(3)	Contact both the Bloomfield and Blue Hills Fire Departments and the fire marshal regarding emergency vehicle access and approval for plans to erect tents or other structures. 
(4)	Contact building department regarding the inspection of structures if applicable. 
(5)	Post signs identifying the street as closed to through traffic. 
The permit requestor(s) shall submit the signatures of department heads or their designees on the original written request for the permit as verification that each of the above steps were completed with each respective department. 
( Amend. of 8-14-17(1) )




	   Created: 2024-01-08 16:17:44 [EST]
(Supp. No. 25)

Page  of 
Sec. 17-205. Application deadline.
The initial written request for the permit shall be submitted no later than three (3) weeks prior to the date of the block party. 
The permit request may not be granted if any of the aforementioned town department heads does not provide approval. Additionally, the chief of police, fire marshal, and/or town manager may withhold permission at their discretion if it is determined that granting the request will create unreasonable disruption or a safety hazard to the neighborhood, its residents or to the Town of Bloomfield in general. 
( Amend. of 8-14-17(1) )
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