
 
Minutes  

Ad Hoc Sidewalk Committee 
Tuesday, March 18, 2025 

Town Hall Council Chambers 
6:00 P.M. 

Attendees: 

Brian Connolly, Town Council Member 
Keith Vibert, Town Council Member 

Kathy Blonski, Town Manager 
Kat Krajewski, Assistant Town Manager 
Russ Arnold, Director of Public Works/Town Engineer 

Devon Aldave, Clerk of the Committee 
 

A. Call to Order.   
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 P.M. 

 
B. Public Comment. 

Donald Dube, 94 Oakridge, stated that he has resided at Oakridge for 30 
years.  Within a few months of moving in, Mr. Dube received a letter from 
Public Works reminding him that as the property owner, he is responsible for 

the maintenance of the sidewalk and the removal of snow.  Each year, Mr. 
Dube purchases materials from Home Depot to keep up with the 
maintenance of his sidewalk.  However, he stated that very few people in the 
neighborhood maintain their sidewalk and there are portions that are in very 

bad shape.  Mr. Dube suggested that the Town should focus on repairing the 
worst of the worst sidewalks in town.  With regard to snow removal, Mr. 
Dube stated that the Town using pre-treatment turns the snow in the roads 
into slush, and when the Town plows come around, the slush is kicked up 

onto the sidewalks, making it much more difficult to clear and causing snow 
blowers to block up.  During the last snowstorm, Mr. Dube estimates that 
30%-40% of his neighborhood did not clear their sidewalks as it was too 
much for residents to handle, and the snow on the sidewalks turned to blocks 

of ice overnight, remaining for over a week.  Mr. Dube stated that if the 
Town continues to pre-treat the roads, the Town should explore options for 
taking on the responsibility of clearing all residential sidewalks through funds 
in next year’s budget or a fee for service.   

 
Sarah Jean Willet, 54 Garden Street, was a member of the Farmington 
Village Committee, which led to the Town Council’s acceptance of BSC 
Group’s Streetscape Master Plan for the Farmington Village Center Study 

area in July of 2019.  Phase I (replacement of existing sidewalks along Main 
Street) was completed, however Phase II (continuing sidewalks down both 
sides of Main Street to CVS) has not been completed.  Ms. Willet stated that 
the CT DOT’s plans to replace the bridge at RT 10 and Tunxis Avenue in 

2027, giving the Town an opportunity to implement Phase II of the 
Streetscape Master Plan.  Ms. Willet moved onto Garden Street in 2012, and 
when she moved, there was a lien on the property that was issued in August 



of 1991 for “repair or replacement of existing sidewalks” per the Town 
ordinance.  The fine was $738 and the homeowner at the time did not want 

to pay the fine as she was upset with work that the Town completed that she 
felt contributed to the deterioration of the sidewalk.  The fine accrued 
interest for 21 years and was settled when Ms. Willet closed on the property 
in 2012, and the Town received $2,918.58 from the previous homeowner’s 

estate.  Ms. Willet repaired the sidewalk along the property for around 
$2,500.  Ms. Willet urged the Ad Hoc Committee to keep equity in mind when 
it comes to re-examining the sidewalk ordinance as property owners with 
abutting sidewalks bear more responsibility with those without sidewalks.  

Ms. Willet stated that responsibility and costs should be shared by the 
community.   

 
C. Correspondence.  

1) Sidewalk – Farmington (Let’s Take Action) 
Kathy Blonski reviewed the correspondence that was included in the 
agenda packet.   
 

D. Minutes. 
1) To approve the minutes from the January 28, 2025, meeting. 

Upon a motion made and seconded (Connolly/Vibert) it was unanimously 
VOTED: to approve the minutes from the January 28, 2025, meeting. 

 
E. Review Information from Staff. 

Kathy Blonski, Town Manager, reviewed a chart (which was included in the 
agenda packet) comparing the Town of Farmington’s sidewalk ordinance with 

other surrounding town’s sidewalk ordinances.  The overall takeaway was 
that the Town of Farmington’s ordinance is in line with most other 
surrounding towns, with the exception of West Hartford.  Most ordinances 
hold that the removal of snow/ice and the maintenance and repair of 

sidewalks is the responsibility of the abutting property owner.  For the 
construction of a new sidewalk, most ordinances also hold that the abutting 
property owner is responsible for the cost of installation.   
 

Kathy Blonski stated that the Town of Farmington has sent a follow-up email 
(which was also included in the agenda packet) to get further clarity 
regarding: 

 
• Do other towns regularly inspect the conditions of sidewalks? 
• How do other towns notify property owners of non-compliance? 

• What timeframe do residents have to make a repair? 
• How do other towns address a situation where a resident does not 

comply with the town’s request? 

 

Russ Arnold reviewed a map of existing sidewalks within the Town of 
Farmington, which is recorded with these minutes as Attachment A.   

 
 



F. Review the following Charge of the Committee and General 
Discussion with Staff and Committee members.  

Kathy Blonski reviewed the Charge of the Committee.   
 

G. Next Steps/Meeting Schedule.  
The Ad Hoc Committee will meet on Tuesday, April 8th at 6pm.  They will 

continue to review more staff research, and will finalize a 
powerpoint/narrative that will be presented at a public meeting.   

 
H. Adjournment.  

Upon a motion made and seconded (Connolly/Vibert) it was unanimously 
VOTED: to adjourn at 7:12 P.M. 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Devon Aldave 

Clerk of the Committee 
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Public Sidewalk - Asphalt

Public Sidewalk - Concrete

Town Owned - Asphalt

Town Owned - Concrete

Town Owned Parcels

0 10.5
Miles

1 inch = 1,500 feet

Length Cost Unit Width (FT) Cost Unit Total

Asphalt 153648 15.00$   SF 5 75.00$  LF 11,523,600.00$ 

Concrete 83952 15.00$   SF 5 75.00$  LF 6,296,400.00$   

17,820,000.00$ 

Total Ramps Non-Compliant % Not Compliant Cost Unit Typ. Ramp Size Unit Total

476 321 67% 50.00$     SF 20 SF 321,000.00$   

18,141,000.00$ 

Sidewalk Quantity Takeoff

Curb Ramp Quantity Takeoff

Total =

Grand Total =

Material Length (FT) Length (Mi)

Asphalt 153648 29.1

Concrete 83952 15.9

Asphalt 11088 2.1

Concrete 6336 1.2

Total = 255024 48.3

Total Compliant Non-Compliant

476 155 321

ADA Ramps

Sidewalk Quantity Totals

Public Sidewalks

Town Maintained Sidewalks
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