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Town of Farmington, CT
Ad Hoc Sidewalk Committee
Tuesday, April 8, 2025
Town Hall Council Chambers
6:00 P.M.
Please click the link below to access the webinar:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84732658639

Webinar ID: 847 3265 8639

. Call to Order.
. Public Comment.
. Correspondence.

. Minutes.

1) To approve the minutes from the March 18, 2025, meeting.

. Review the following Charge of the Committee and General Discussion with

Staff and Committee members.

. Review Information from Staff.
. Review of Draft Presentation for Informational Public Meeting.

. Next Steps/Meeting Schedule.

Adjournment.

Committee Members
Russ Arnold, Director of Public Works/Town Engineer
Maureen Frink, Town Clerk


https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84732658639
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MOTION: Agenda Item D-1
To approve the minutes from the March 18, 2025, meeting.

/Attachment



Agenda Item D-1

Minutes
Ad Hoc Sidewalk Committee
Tuesday, March 18, 2025
Town Hall Council Chambers
6:00 P.M.

Attendees:

Brian Connolly, Town Council Member

Keith Vibert, Town Council Member

Kathy Blonski, Town Manager

Kat Krajewski, Assistant Town Manager

Russ Arnold, Director of Public Works/Town Engineer
Devon Aldave, Clerk of the Committee

A. Call to Order.

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 P.M.

. Public Comment.

Donald Dube, 94 Oakridge, stated that he has resided at Oakridge for 30
years. Within a few months of moving in, Mr. Dube received a letter from
Public Works reminding him that as the property owner, he is responsible for
the maintenance of the sidewalk and the removal of snow. Each year, Mr.
Dube purchases materials from Home Depot to keep up with the
maintenance of his sidewalk. However, he stated that very few people in the
neighborhood maintain their sidewalk and there are portions that are in very
bad shape. Mr. Dube suggested that the Town should focus on repairing the
worst of the worst sidewalks in town. With regard to snow removal, Mr.
Dube stated that the Town using pre-treatment turns the snow in the roads
into slush, and when the Town plows come around, the slush is kicked up
onto the sidewalks, making it much more difficult to clear and causing snow
blowers to block up. During the last snowstorm, Mr. Dube estimates that
30%-40% of his neighborhood did not clear their sidewalks as it was too
much for residents to handle, and the snow on the sidewalks turned to blocks
of ice overnight, remaining for over a week. Mr. Dube stated that if the
Town continues to pre-treat the roads, the Town should explore options for
taking on the responsibility of clearing all residential sidewalks through funds
in next year’s budget or a fee for service.

Sarah Jean Willet, 54 Garden Street, was a member of the Farmington
Village Committee, which led to the Town Council’s acceptance of BSC
Group’s Streetscape Master Plan for the Farmington Village Center Study
area in July of 2019. Phase I (replacement of existing sidewalks along Main
Street) was completed, however Phase II (continuing sidewalks down both
sides of Main Street to CVS) has not been completed. Ms. Willet stated that
the CT DOT's plans to replace the bridge at RT 10 and Tunxis Avenue in
2027, giving the Town an opportunity to implement Phase II of the
Streetscape Master Plan. Ms. Willet moved onto Garden Street in 2012, and
when she moved, there was a lien on the property that was issued in August



of 1991 for “repair or replacement of existing sidewalks” per the Town
ordinance. The fine was $738 and the homeowner at the time did not want
to pay the fine as she was upset with work that the Town completed that she
felt contributed to the deterioration of the sidewalk. The fine accrued
interest for 21 years and was settled when Ms. Willet closed on the property
in 2012, and the Town received $2,918.58 from the previous homeowner’s
estate. Ms. Willet repaired the sidewalk along the property for around
$2,500. Ms. Willet urged the Ad Hoc Committee to keep equity in mind when
it comes to re-examining the sidewalk ordinance as property owners with
abutting sidewalks bear more responsibility with those without sidewalks.
Ms. Willet stated that responsibility and costs should be shared by the
community.

. Correspondence.

1) Sidewalk - Farmington (Let’s Take Action)
Kathy Blonski reviewed the correspondence that was included in the
agenda packet.

. Minutes.

1) To approve the minutes from the January 28, 2025, meeting.
Upon a motion made and seconded (Connolly/Vibert) it was unanimously
VOTED: to approve the minutes from the January 28, 2025, meeting.

. Review Information from Staff.

Kathy Blonski, Town Manager, reviewed a chart (which was included in the
agenda packet) comparing the Town of Farmington’s sidewalk ordinance with
other surrounding town’s sidewalk ordinances. The overall takeaway was
that the Town of Farmington’s ordinance is in line with most other
surrounding towns, with the exception of West Hartford. Most ordinances
hold that the removal of snow/ice and the maintenance and repair of
sidewalks is the responsibility of the abutting property owner. For the
construction of a new sidewalk, most ordinances also hold that the abutting
property owner is responsible for the cost of installation.

Kathy Blonski stated that the Town of Farmington has sent a follow-up email
(which was also included in the agenda packet) to get further clarity
regarding:

Do other towns regularly inspect the conditions of sidewalks?

How do other towns notify property owners of non-compliance?
What timeframe do residents have to make a repair?

How do other towns address a situation where a resident does not
comply with the town’s request?

Russ Arnold reviewed a map of existing sidewalks within the Town of
Farmington, which is recorded with these minutes as Attachment A.



F. Review the following Charge of the Committee and General
Discussion with Staff and Committee members.
Kathy Blonski reviewed the Charge of the Committee.

G. Next Steps/Meeting Schedule.
The Ad Hoc Committee will meet on Tuesday, April 8" at 6pm. They will
continue to review more staff research, and will finalize a
powerpoint/narrative that will be presented at a public meeting.

H. Adjournment.
Upon a motion made and seconded (Connolly/Vibert) it was unanimously
VOTED: to adjourn at 7:12 P.M.
Respectfully Submitted,

Devon Aldave
Clerk of the Committee
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Attachment A

Sidewalk Quantity Takeoff

Asphalt
Concrete

Length
153648 $
83952 $

Cost

15.00
15.00

Unit
SF
SF

S
5

Width (FT)

Cost
$ 75.00
$ 75.00

Unit
LF
LF

Total
$11,523,600.00
$ 6,296,400.00

Total =

$17,820,000.00

Curb Ramp Quantity Takeoff

476

Total Ramps

Non-Compliant
321

67%

% Not Compliant

Cost

$ 50.00

Unit
SF

Typ. Ramp Size
20

Unit
SF

Total
$ 321,000.00

Grand Total =

$18,141,000.00

Y

Sidewalk Quantity Totals

Material

Length (FT)

Length (Mi)

Public Sidewalks

Asphalt

153648

29.1

TOWN OF FARMINGTON
HARTFORD COUNTY,
CONNECTICUT

CAPITAL PLAN FOR THE
REPLACEMENT OF ALL
SIDEWALKS WITHIN
TOWN LIMITS

NOTE:

All GIS data depicted on this map
is subject to the terms of the Town
of Farmington, Connecticut, GIS
Agreement.

These assessor maps are not land record maps
and should not be used for deed description
or any reference. Report any
inaccuracies to the office of the Town Engineer.
All Avenues, Streets Roads and Lanes are
shown whether accepted, proposed,
or dedicated by deed.

The 500 foot grid is based on the Connecticut
State Plane System (N.A.Datum of 1927).

Vertical Datum references the National
Geodetic Datum of 1929.Contour intervals
are 2 feet.

Map conforms to National Map Accuracy
Standards.

0 0.5 1
s  mw | Miles

1 inch = 1,500 feet

Legend
Public Sidewalk - Asphalt

Public Sidewalk - Concrete
Town Owned - Asphalt
Town Owned - Concrete

Town Owned Parcels

(o)
7
%% C t 83952 15.9
0% oncrete .
RD
TAINE-MOUNTAIN RSON . . -
<
e Town Maintained Sidewalks
‘ Asphalt 11088 2.1
o
| | BROOKSIDE <O4’o PARISHR, C t 6 3 3 6 1 2
- oncrete :
Wt
VEN AQUEDYCT LA T I = 255024 48 3
kx ve otal = :
7 Py ADA Ramps
S
[5} <
; “‘ : Compli Compli
o Total ompliant  Non-Compliant
| NORTHINGTON WAY < e 476 1 55 32 1
W
2 Z
®
- pi S
o 3
ks z
2 %
> e
o Pl
o 5]
g LARK\NS WAy
- Moy &
% e o
<% Fa
< DEER|Ryn RD
BUREINGTON-5 &
(54/6? .
Loy
- (o) ©,
%\m 7?4/0 %, UM GP*\‘%\N g
2 "Ry A | B
woogg'\“‘ 5 OAKLANDAY N
r
(492?(’} \\49?\0 NE R —\\Q’I o
- o g BYR! IO MAPLE
) \)é‘P‘ Yo AV-FARM
o) 2
WO "*00?\ i Y »8 g o]
Urey, stveRsity WiyspeR! \«\\‘\‘RO A PN platcy g
Stog, % 2 e s Lo z
X
Eﬂﬂn) \\é\v é’ o %
- g3 >
oV Q
A NG << g
n H '30'7(0 F0RES I
| o L0, <
m = S 3
o© z O ) w
(o) & 5 < o)
MINE /0 o T 5 & 2 D
oPPER e ¥ & G 8 g
(€ Zz @ w
- @ o Q %) & & E
O a = & <
: : % | ¥ s
3 ) T m z WOR
g z LOWER NAE
/”4‘0 g CAMPUS DR ?
R4, & >
o 2
q CEDAR
- o PA;% I g VS DRC DOWLING WWAY Rg %
%“ °) S, = EALTY, % il %ﬂ
o) 2 a
& % 73?0) B g/ 0077‘ UcO\*\‘A @(< E 2 gl/o RD
7. ) =
P PpEN § > COPPER, SSPr - > %
4220 I = Wy e\h Vi Ro & 4 T8 28 & E Oy o
DR R QD a o} R85, 245 b Q oy
P o P s s 5 S o Ry, = g B SHADY
- A e & ‘48X 4 5@ a Ty o# 3 % Ay ¥ 2 ® %%Bg?
Q g QUARG,. %%\ R PLUM TREE CIR < = Ook RO
£ S CHERRY 8 o5,
& S HiLLer R ‘o » oo
; PR Y ¥ 0ok
JAER St iy & Z
cT O [
- & o)
184 =
£ & 184-CONNECTOR
N\ 2
© 3 o
FA i e GTON e § =
R = N g
- M//"Gr x % & 5w DR g S
Op, 9 g8 g 6=
e & g fo S Mo
Soy = SRS 06@
TH SO0
184-CONNECTOR RO 3
> z
roS5@ ’%
pOOWALA \427e)
- ws | N & «° Ba-Raye z
o o m 2
5 e X v : 3 i
%, ) 3 o) o
5 & 5 3 1
m pY
[ b3 (o}
& u%“ b \/Q'Q%LFPITR‘D ROMES Cip T 3
a ¥ & P v 2 o
- woe (<) %
Qé’ Z
b
,\Oe g e ® ELON
HAMPTON g, wRMING & b 4 % RD
MOUNTAIN-RD & o2 (-4 d
o P 2l _‘ 3 8
£ 5 % o
- ap %o &
\ OW-ry %Oe PAUL pAUL Od >
C% s & SPRING RO " ¢ 8
2 S
e} wiftowda " %o Py af, &
<4 < = & &
5 y % @ &
7‘(,,‘//\7 = Ly X
| 5.6 DOUGEAS,, 4/6'
\/OQ— 5’ f £
X )3 &1
hil DIAMOND & Jo O
& F Stey o g iy g
ORS e
Ny /&
- Sron® o Q
o SERVOIRT® @,\0\“:' tA nge
% v Z %, & 7
O % /’144/ w &
oD OR 0/747@ %&( S’/—S, % Q’-l—
WeSTWO H—"&? %o TS % &
pbay @® % B 9
wi RD & %
- QQ' ul MAR*“\(O w ?\\*Nx Dcf' 2 il
& 4 vjs) & ) T
[©) o (&) I'q K
S & < Y
Q' z S & <
g & < N % ELLEN-O%
o) 5’ ~ P 9
.59 o Q
ooty JEFFREY-DR % &
- (7% %,
g SVCLE Rp % %
i ] e COLT HiGHWRY <= BONNIEDR <0 Y,
e z S %
a 3 s &
& OTT-SWAMP-RD MRAY, 0, Q
o ; « STEA 5 o < %\ qu\
& 23 1%
- THRO® Cos & S £ & )
4 g PNGToN 5 oS5 Pen S 5 4
N CRESCEN ) (ATHAN o 4 AChEm cT "
oY HALE LA Y] 2 X
'ADy 4
WILLIAM RosECHT < Wals
) W PENN DR 4, 2 é‘) >
2 TORENCEWA < Z < z
_ 2 S0y L5 2 <
2 & 2 Y w il z”
S Tr g3 <
soNeEROLA 3 Q 1\43220\"; . 73 b canaL % :
0?0/ et 5, CROSSING g
Z & 235
= & RD RATE x
z & &= ‘_\fy HYDE u Oo“?o
- JUNIORRD z
S
P4
I
o
2
) ronBYEEA
- ACRE DR 2,
2 )
oS
®
&
[
& %
WDQ.
SETILEMENT gpy
L] ! L ) ! I L) L L) ! I L) L L) ! L) L] ) ) ) ! I L) L ) ! L] L) ) ) ! ) L) L)
72.913889° W 72.908333° W 72.902778° W 72.9° W 72.894444° W 72.888889° W 72.883333° W 72.877778° W 72.875° W 72.869444° W 72.863889° W 72.858333° W 72.852778° W 72.85°W 72.844444° W 72.838889° W 72.833333° W 72.827778° W 72.825° W 72.819444° W 72.813889° W 72.808333° W 72.802778°W 72.8°W 72.794444° W 72.788889° W 72.783333° W T2.777778° W 72.775° W 72.769444° W 72.763889° W 72.758333° W 72.752778° W

Document Path: O:\Farmington_GIS\ShapeFiles\SideWalk tof\20250225 Sidewalk Location Map (24X36).mxd



Ad Hoc Sidewalk Committee
April 8, 2025, Page 3

MOTION: Agenda Item E

Review the following Charge of the Committee and have General Discussion with
Staff and Committee members.

Charge

To establish a Town Council Ad Hoc Sidewalk Committee to work with Town Staff to
review the existing Sidewalk Ordinance and report community survey results and
recommended ordinance changes to the Town Council.

The Ad Hoc Committee will be charged with the following:

1.

Review existing Sidewalk Ordinance and study sidewalk ordinances in other
Towns.

2. Determine what percentage of the Town currently has sidewalks.
3.
4. Hold public meetings, create questions, and hire a consultant to survey the

Educate the community on the current ordinance and process.

community to gauge interest in new sidewalks, a town funded sidewalk
program, and the community’s willingness to pay.

Develop and include preliminary cost estimates for various options of a town-
funded sidewalk program.

Work with Town Plan & Zoning Commission and Town Departments as
needed.

Report back to the full Town Council on the results of the survey and
community input.
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MOTION: Agenda Item F

Review Information from Staff.

NOTE:

At the last meeting, Town Staff indicated that they would begin researching the
following information:

Other Town’s Sidewalk Ordinances - Complete
Percentage of the Town of Farmington that has sidewalks - Complete
The cost estimates of various sidewalk programs
o Obtain pricing from other Town’s with sidewalk programs -
Discussion at meeting
o Need further information from committee
Prepare information for an RFP to solicit a consultant to survey the
community - N/A
Working on public presentation on existing ordinance - To be reviewed at
4/8/25 the meeting.
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MOTION: Agenda Item G
Review of Draft Presentation for Informational Public Meeting.
NOTE:

A draft powerpoint will be reviewed at the Ad Hoc Committee meeting.
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MOTION: Agenda Item H
Next Steps/Meeting Schedule.
NOTE:

e Determine a date for an Informational Public Meeting

e Where/How to advertise the Informational Public Meeting
e Other



