TOWN OF FARMINGTON
INLAND WETLANDS COMMISSION
MEETING MINUTES
April 2, 2025
Present for the online web conference were Commissioners Statchen, Berlandy, Fox, Isner,
Kelsey, and Simpson along with Alternate Commissioner Tulin. Senior Assistant Town Planner

Cyr, and Clerk Hansen were also present. The meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m.

Present in the Development Conference Room were Senior Assistant Town Planner Cyr, and
Clerk Hansen. All others were present online.

Commissioner Simons and Alternate Commissioner Santos were absent.

NEW BUSINESS

Calco Development, Inc. — 598 Plainville Avenue

The Applicant had submitted a letter to withdraw the application after the March 31, 2025 site
walk. The applicant stated their intent to resubmit with the updated wetlands delineation
information.

Farmington Land Trust, LLC. — 8738 River Road

The application is to remediate an existing observation/handicap fishing pier and construct an
elevated boardwalk and viewing platform. Farmington Land Trust Executive Director, Cate
Grady-Benson explained the existing observation/handicap fishing pier is located westerly from
the end of Railroad Ave, on the north (river) side of the Farmington River Trail. The property
had been acquired in 1985, and the original handicap fishing pier was constructed in 2001, and
subsequent approval for repair and redesign in 2009. The intent is to remove a portion of the
existing pier that continues to be damaged during flooding events and continue to use the area for
passive recreation and fishing, and to construct a new handicap accessible viewing platform.
The Farmington Land Trust continues to collaborate with Lower Farmington River and Salmon
Brook National Wild & Scenic, National Park Service, and New Horizons Village on the design
of the platform.

Matthew Sanford, Professional Wetlands Scientist and Certified Soil Scientist from SLR
Consulting shared with the Commission the project location map. There are two distinct existing
stone dust trails leading to the area from the Multi-Use Trail. The site is located at the confluence
of Unionville Brook and the Farmington River with a scenic vista to the northwest overlooking
other Farmington Land Trust property and the Charles W. House Well Field Aquifer Protection
Area. Mr. Sanford discussed the pier is located on the outside bend of the Farmington River and
is susceptible to scouring and erosion from flooding events. The purpose of the project is to (1)
remove existing fishing pier, which has sustained severe damage and requires significant repairs,
and restore and stabilize riverbank (2) Provide safe, handicap-accessible, pedestrian connectivity
and observation opportunity from Farmington Canal Heritage Trail to Farmington River (3)
Minimize impacts to regulated resources.
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The project is divided into two distinct portions. The first deals with the remediation of the
existing observation/fishing pier. A large section of the pier is located within the ordinary
highwater (OHW), state wetlands, and floodway. Remediation will entail removal of a portion
of the structure extending out into the Farmington River. The existing blocks will be removed
along with the infill material and a boulder revetment wall installed further inland. The existing
blocks will remain in place to act as a cofferdam until the fill is removed.

Alternate Commissioner Tulin left the meeting at 7:14 p.m.

Mr. Sanford experienced a problem with his internet connection, and Associate Environmental
Scientist, Matt Ormrod from SLR Consulting filled in for a portion of the presentation.

Mr. Ormrod described the boulder revetment drawing detail and the plan to remove the wave
deflector concrete block wall within the Farmington River as depicted in blue, and the alluvial
wetlands delineated within the green crosshatched area. The boulder revetment wall
approximately 50ft in length will be installed in place of the existing concrete blocks. One tree is
proposed to be removed, and portions of the existing stone dust trail will be removed and the
area stabilized with sedge grass. Construction will entail approximately 1,622sf of permanent
disturbance below the OHW.

Mr. Sanford returned to the discussion to detail the second part of the proposal, to construct a
new elevated handicap accessible observation platform. Mr. Sanford described the regulated
resources map descriptions depicting the ordinary high-water line, state wetlands line, FEMA
floodway line, and the 100-year floodplain. Construction will entail the installation of an 83ft x
6ft boardwalk and 16ft x 16ft viewing platform, a portion of which will cantilever out over the
Farmington River. The boardwalk will accommodate two passing side by side wheelchairs. The
location of the new boardwalk was selected because of the minimally necessary tree and
vegetation removal. Mr. Sanford shared existing site photos with the Commission and noted that
survey stakes have been placed at the centerline of the proposed new elevated boardwalk. Mr.
Sanford shared photos of the Bristol, CT. Rockwell Park wooden boardwalk as a comparable
amenity. Mr. Sanford discussed the proposed design specifications including LEGI (wire)
fencing and wood rails and posts, concrete abutments, and pier footings, along with the steel
column support and cantilevered beams. Construction will entail installation of (16) concrete
footings for steel column support piers. Two of the concrete piers will be within the state
designated wetland area and FEMA 100-yr floodway, (6) will be within the FEMA 100-yr
floodway, (6) will be within the FEMA 100-yr Floodplain, and the remaining (2) and the
boardwalk concrete abutment will be outside of the floodplain and within the 150ft upland
review area. The (2) concrete piers within the wetlands will require installation of straw wattles
and a temporary sandbag cofferdam to protect the area during construction. Natural wood mulch
will be installed beneath the elevated boardwalk to stabilize the area. The boardwalk and
platform will be at elevation 205 feet, and the bottom of the steel cantilevered beams will be at
elevation 203.25. FEMA elevations are 198’ (effective) and 199’ (preliminary for flood
elevation in 2025)

Sediment and Erosion controls will be in place during construction including sediment filter
fence, straw wattles, erosion control blanket on slopes, and the installation of a sandbag
cofferdam.
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Both phases of the project will result in 501f of bank disturbance/restoration, 475sf of disturbance
below the OHW/State and Federal Wetlands, 1,420sf of activity within the State Wetlands, and
1,170sf of disturbance in the 150ft upland review area. The total work within the flood zone will
be approximately 240cy of cut and 34cy of fill, resulting in a net cut of 206cy.

The Commission asked if the Farmington River Trail would remain open during construction?
Mr. Sanford stated the Farmington River Trail will not be impacted, however there may be a
time when a portion of the paved trail will need to be closed to accommodate moving of
construction equipment or materials to the site. The existing gravel trails located on the
Farmington Land Trust property will not be available during construction.

The Commission asked about new plantings and referenced the pollinator garden plantings at the
Collinsville Pollen Trail located along the Farmington River Trail in Canton, CT. Mr. Sanford
explained that native plantings will need to utilize shade tolerant species in this location. The
Farmington River Watershed Association is a partner in this project and will advise, and
suggested they may supply and help install appropriate plantings.

The commission inquired about available parking for the site. Senior Assistant Town Planner
Cyr stated there is a cul-de-sac located at the intersection of Railroad Avenue and Hunters Ridge;
however, it is not specifically designated for vehicle parking. There is designated trail parking on
River Road and the State of Connecticut Trailhead Parking Area along Rte. 4 and the Farmington
River.

The Commission commended the Farmington Land Trust and SLR Team for this project
proposal, and expressed concern with the mulch installation under the boardwalk and tendency to
be washed away during frequent flood events. Access to the existing fishing pier will remain
after the restoration work but will no longer have grades to accommodate handicapped
accessibility. A question was asked about the support from the I-beam for the cantilevered
platform and Mr. Sanford indicated they are only at 60% design, and the structural components
and attachment details have not been designed. It was also discussed that the volume of the
columns and piers were included in the compensation calculations.

The Commission questioned whether any other permitting is required. Mr. Sanford stated Town
Plan & Zoning approval was required along with an Army Corp of Engineers General Permit
(Self Verification Notification Bank Stabilization) in consultation with FRWA, National Park
Service, and the Lower Farmington River and Salmon Brook National Wild & Scenic.

The Commission questioned whether the piers will be designed to resist any impact loads during
flood events. Mr. Sanford stated he would review with his Engineers and provide information to
the Commission.

Commissioners suggested that a site walk is necessary for this project, and Staff will attempt to
schedule prior to the IWC Wednesday April 16, 2025 meeting. Senior Assistant Town Planner
Cyr will coordinate the date and time for this site walk. A determination of significance will be
made after the site walk.
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Upon a motion made and seconded (Isner/Simpson) it was unanimously

VOTED: to accept the application for regulated activity within a wetland and upland review area
for the removal of fill / construction materials associated with the restoration of an eroding
fishing platform and the construction of a new handicapped accessible public observation
platform.

Wholesome Pools, LLC. — 25 Brookshire Lane

Wholesome Pool and Spa owner, Nicholas Valentine described the proposal for the installation
of a 14°X30’ inground fiberglass swimming pool, 7°4” x 6’8" portable hot tub, and associated
hardscapes consisting of patio pavers, fire pit, and landscaping. The proposed work will be to the
rear (north) of the home, all within an area of existing lawn. There is a 20ft Town of Farmington
Sanitary Sewer Easement through the property (lawn area), and an approximately 5ft high
retaining wall along the rear property line bordering Town of Farmington Open Space. Scott
Swamp Brook flows through the adjacent open space in a west to east direction. The pool will
include a salt generated filter and the pool will not include a pipe overflow system.

The Commission asked if a crane would be required for the installation of the inground pool. Mr.
Valentine explained the pool will only be 5°6” in depth and their crew will use their excavator to
set it in place. All excavated material will be removed and trucked offsite, with no stockpiling of
materials on site.

Commission inquired about the identified wetlands at the rear of the property from the town GIS
mapping for DEEP Inland Wetlands soils. Senior Assistant Town Planner Cyr shared with the
Commission the original subdivision plans from 1986 which did not indicate any wetlands
immediately to the rear of the home, and only designated wetlands to the north of the sanitary
sewer easement. The construction of the retaining wall was not depicted on the approved plans;
however, it appears the wall was installed at the time of the home construction (1988), and the
area was filled between the home and the retaining wall.

Commission determined work is a Permitted Use As of Right per Section 4.A.4 of the Inland
Wetlands Regulations.

Upon a motion made and seconded (Fox/Isner) it was unanimously

VOTED: To make the determination that Wholesome Pool and Spa’s request for the construction
of a 14°X30’ inground fiberglass swimming pool, 7°4” x 6’8" portable hot tub, and associated
improvements as presented and on file in the Planning Office, is deemed a Permitted Use As of

Right per Section 4.A.4 of the Inland Wetlands Regulations.

PLANNER’S REPORT

Senior Assistant Town Planner Cyr reviewed a request for additional trees to be
removed at 95 Batterson Park, as part of the previously approved project by the
Commission. Mr. Cyr described to the Commission that he met with the Construction
Manager and Contractor to walk the site for the erosion control inspection prior to tree
clearing. The Contractor demarcated the trees to be removed, however he indicated
additional trees he thought should be removed. Mr. Cyr had the Construction Manager



Inland Wetlands Commission Minutes
April 2, 2025

coordinate with the Project Team, to develop a map indicating which trees they would
like to see removed. Most of the trees are clearly dead/dying between the time of the
original survey and design plans where trees had been labeled to be protected. Some of
the trees are within the area of the proposed maintenance building where the Project
Team is requesting an additional (6) evergreen trees be removed, which appear to be a
future hazard to the building. Mr. Cyr shared photos of the existing conditions
indicating the inventory of trees to be removed including a damaged white pine tree
located along the edge of the pond. Mr. Cyr also explained there is a large section of
invasive plants at the intersection of Batterson Park Road and the new access driveway.
The Construction Manager is coordinating with the Contractor and the City of Hartford,
and may come back before the commission for review / approval. Commission
appreciated Mr. Cyr bringing this request to the Commission and the described
hazardous tree removal was not deemed significant and therefore did not require an
application, however the Commission recommended the property owner continue to
collaborate with Staff and that shade trees along the waterfront and proposed pathway
be planted in replacement for removed trees serving this purpose.

Senior Assistant Town Planner Cyr also described a property maintenance request from the Tunxis
Country Club to address inadequate drainage from the driving range parking lot and the removal of
invasive plant species and woody debris on their property located at 87 Town Farm Road. The
owner is requesting to regrade a portion of the existing lawn area to facilitate surface flow from the
Driving Range/Claudia’s Grinder Shop easterly. The owner is also requesting to remove a small
top soil pile in the area, and grind some stumps, top soil, and seed. Senior Assistant Town Planner
Cyr reviewed photos of the area with the Commission. The Commission deemed the work not to be
significant and a permit was not required, and could be handled by Town Staff.

MINUTES

Meeting Minutes

Upon a motion made and seconded (Berlandy/Isner) it was

VOTED: 5 in favor (Statchen, Isner, Berlandy, Fox, and Kelsey) and 1 abstention (Simpson) to
approve the March 19, 2025 Inland Wetlands meeting minutes.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 p.m.
LDH



