
MINUTES OF ANNUAL TOII'N MEEflNG OF TIIE
TOWN OF FARMTNGTON HELD APRIL 21,2025

The Annual Town Meeting of electors and citizens qualified to vote in town meetings of
the Town of Farmington, Connecticut, was held at the Farmington High School, 10
Monteith Drive, Farmington Connecticut, and on Zoom, on Monday April 2I, 2025 at
7:00 pm. There were 35 electors and cittzens qualified to vote in town meetings in
attendance and 7 electors and citizens attending by Zoom.

The Town Clerk, Maureen Frink, called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. Ms. Frink
stated that copies of the resolutions to be considered at the meeting were available
outside the auditorium near the entrance doors. She also stated that the Warning for
the Annual Town Meeting had been published in the Hartford Courant on April8,
2025, and copies of the Warning were available outside the auditorium near the
entrance doors. The Clerk asked that the meeting consider waiving the reading of the
Warning for the meeting. The Warning for the Annual Town Meeting is recorded in
these records immediately preceding these minutes.

It was moved and seconded to waive the reading of the Warning. The Clerk called for a
voice vote. The motion passed.

The Clerk asked for a nomination for a Moderator for the meeting. It was motioned
and seconded that Christian Hoheb be the Moderator of the Annual Town Meeting.
The Motion passed.

Mr. Hoheb acted as Moderator of the Annual Town Meeting of the Town of Farmington
and Maureen Frink acted as Clerk.

Mr. Hoheb lead the meeting in the Pledge of Allegiance and all individuals at the
meeting recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. Hoheb outlined the procedures that would be followed for the meeting and the
referendum

Item 1:

It was moved and seconded:

Resolved, that the Town Report for the fiscal year ending June 30,2024 be approved

The Moderator called for a voice vote and declared the resolution passed.

The Annual Report is attached as Item 1.

Itern 2:

It was moved and seconded:

Resolved, that the budget recommended by the Town Council for the fiscal year
commencing July I,2025 be approved.

The Moderator called upon Kathleen Blonski, Town Manager and Kathleen Greider,
Superintendent of Schools to begin the presentation.

Ms. Blonski reviewed the presentation record with these minutes as Item 2. She stated
the total recommended budget for Fiscal Year 2025-2026 is $ 136,765,432, an increase
of $8,164,267 or 6.35o/o above the current budget.

Ms. Greider presented the Board of Education Budget recorded with these minutes as
Item 2. She stated the total recommended budget amount for fiscal year 2025-2026 rs
$83,240,983, an increase of $3,696,744 or a 4.650/o increase over the 2024-2025
budget.

Ms. Blonski presented the Grand List stating an increase of .6Lo/o or $27,544,922;
Revenues are $17,396,800 or a 14.567o increase over the current year; and the Tax



and Mill Rate stating the recommended General Fund Budget will require a property
tax of 26.62 Mills which is an increase of 7.17 Mills or a 4.6loh tax increase.

Ms. Blonski reported that the Town-wide Referendum will be held on Thursday, May
7,2025 at the regular polling locations from 6:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

The Town Council's recommended budget for fiscal year 2025-2026 is recorded
following these minutes as Item 2.

Public Comments

Joanne Lawson, 9 Prattling Pond Rd, congratulated Ms. Greider on her upcoming
retirement. Ms. Lawson inquired about the Equalized Cost Sharing State Grant which
increase by $Z million and asked if that will continue into the future or will it go back
to where it was before. She also inquired about why we are expecting to place 27
students out of our district, stating that is an increase of 11 students, and she said
she thought we made every effort to educate our own students in our districts.

Ms. Blonski responded to Ms. Lawson's inquiry regarding Equalized Cost Sharing
saying based on that ECS funding, we are hopeful that it will be our new number,
stating that it is very good news for us.
Ms. Greider responded stating that Special Education varies every year and part of the
Special Education law is to have students in the least restrictive environment where
outplacements are the most restrictive. There is a process when students are out-
placed stating there is a PPT, data is gathered, and if the pupil-placement team
determines that the best option for the child is outplacement then the IEP is what
dictates where the child access their services. Ms. Greider spoke regarding the cost of
outplacement also.

Tim Kelly, 62 Westview Terrace, stated that the town will receive over $2 million
additional funding from the State, which he said is highly unusual. He said our tax
rate went up over 5%o last year and would have gone up another 6.5oh in this proposal
without the outside funding infusion. He stated, unfortunately, we cannot hope for
this extra outside help every year. He said, even with the added state funding, our two
year tax increase is 10%. Mr. Kelly said our average tax increase over the past ten
years weas 2.60/0, not including the re-val. assessment. He said the core problem is our
spending increased 6oh Iast year and is now up 6.35% for the upcoming year. He said,
objectively, we are heading in the wrong direction on expenditures. He said we are
increasing expenses at more than two times the rate of inflation. He stated that our
school spending has increased $10 million over the past four years, and you are
proposing an additional $3.7 million for the upcoming year to educate the same
number of pupils. He asked why our percent of students receiving special services
50% higher than Avon? He said in the coming fiscal year we will have more people on
payroll, a 1ot more office space, and a significantly higher cost structure in town. He
feels we won't see wide support for this budget. Mr. Kelly said the biggest driver of
inflation for Farmington homeowners is you (the town).

Item 3

It was moved and seconded

Resolved, that the Town of Farmington appropriate $1,000,000 for the replacement of
the HVAC system at the Highway and Grounds Department Garage.

Ms. Blonski presented the appropriation of $1,000,000 for the replacement of the
HVAC system at the Farmington Highway Garage.

The Moderator called for comments on this item.

Matt Hutvagner, 4 Deepwood Rd, stated that there are four town buildings not
mentioned that do not have HVAC: Union School, East Farms School, West District
School and Noah Wallace School. He stated those schools have no air conditioning and
is not part of this plan. He reported that the State of CT is working on a proposal to
move school HVAC projects part of school construction. Mr. Hutvagner said we should
be pushing for that as soon as possible. He said he hopes the Town Council and Board
of Education will consider that as soon as possible.



Item 4.

It was moved and seconded:

Resolved, that the Town of Farmington appropriate $2,650,000 for the replacement of
the HVAC system and roof at the Community/Senior Center.

Ms. Blonski reviewed the approprialion of $2,650,000 for the replacement of the HVAC
system and Roof at the Community/Senior Center.

The Moderator called for comments on this item.

There were no comments.

Item 5.

To consider and act upon any other business which may properly come before said
meeting.

The Moderator called for other business before the meeting.

There was no other consideration to act upon any other business which may properly
come before said meeting.

The Moderator asked for a motion to adjourn the Annual Town Meeting to referendum
vote on resolutions considered pursuant to the items in the Annual Town Meeting
Notice to be held on Thursday, May I,2025, between the hours of 6:O0 a.m. and 8:OO
p.m. at the polling places indicated in the Notice.

Motion was made and seconded. Motion carried by voice vote. The April 2I,2025
Annual Town meeting was adjourned at 7:4O p.rn.

su

Maureen Frink, Clerk


