TOWN OF FARMINGTON
INLAND WETLANDS COMMISSION
MEETING MINUTES
April 16, 2025
Present for the online web conference were Commissioners Statchen, Berlandy, Isner, Kelsey,
and Simons along with Alternate Commissioner Santos. Senior Assistant Town Planner Cyr, and

Clerk Hansen were also present. The meeting was called to order at 7:01 p.m.

Present in the Development Conference Room were Senior Assistant Town Planner Cyr, and
Clerk Hansen. All others were present online.

Commissioners Fox and Simpson were absent.

Alternate Commissioner Santos appointed as a voting member in place of Commissioner Fox.

NEW BUSINESS

Farmington Land Trust, LLC. — 8738 River Road

The application to remediate an existing observation/handicap fishing pier and construct an
elevated boardwalk and viewing platform. Matthew Sanford, Professional Wetlands Scientist and
Certified Soil Scientist from SLR Consulting reiterated with the Commission the purpose of the
project is to (1) remove existing fishing pier, which has sustained severe damage and requires
significant repairs, and restore and stabilize the riverbank and (2) Provide safe, handicap-
accessible, pedestrian connectivity and observation opportunity from the Farmington River Trail
to the Farmington River. This project goal is to minimize impacts to regulated resources.

As discussed during the Monday April 14, 2025 Site Walk with the Commission, Mr. Sanford
described that wooden stakes were installed along the centerline of the proposed observation
platform. Three stakes were installed from the intersection of the Farmington River Trail to the
edge of the Farmington River. Mr. Sanford reviewed the limited number of trees they plan to
remove to install the platform and further discussed the plan to utilize smaller equipment to
construct the platform. During the site walk, Commissioners expressed concern for the native
plantings intended to be installed along the back of the boulder revetment wall at the
reconstructed fishing pier. It was agreed a 3- to 4-foot-wide area behind the boulders would be
left open and infilled with stone. Commissioners during the site walk observed erosion atop the
stone arch bridge. This area is outside of the scope of the project and on State of Connecticut
property. The Town of Farmington Department of Public Works will assess and evaluate the
situation.

Kishor Patel, Civil Engineer with SLR detailed the second part of the proposal, to construct a
new elevated handicap accessible observation platform. He discussed the proposed design
specifications including concrete abutments, and pier footings, along with tubular steel column
supports. The 16-ft x 16-ft platform will be cantilevered 12-feet over the structural support. The
platform is designed for pedestrian loads only (100 PSF).
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The commission inquired about modeling for the 100-year to 500-year storm scenario, lateral
forces during flood events, and scour protection at the piers. Mr. Patel described how the pier
footings would be pinned to the bedrock within the area adjacent to the Farmington River and
that scour would not be a concern due to the existing tree root system and bedrock at the bend of
the river .

The Commission requested information for the lateral force on the piers and columns and
whether the design addressed potential impact loads from flood water and debris during flood
events. Kishor Patel stated it was designed to accommodate floodwaters, however severe weather
extenuating circumstances scenarios such as floating debris striking the supports are difficult to
account for due to the varying sizes and types of material that could be found in flood waters.

A question was asked about the existing trees overhanging the proposed boardwalk, and
requested an arborist assess the health of the trees to avoid potential future damage to the
boardwalk.

There was a discussion about re-installing a railing at the fishing pier landing and the potential
for visitors to climb on or over the wall. Mr. Sanford stated they would review; however felt it
was not more of a hazard than the existing river bank.

A concern about ice jams within the Farmington River was discussed and Mr. Sanford felt the
riverbank restoration work and new boardwalk/platform structure would not be affected during
predictable weather incidences.

Senior Assistant Town Planner Cyr reviewed with the commission the significant activity
definition, after the discussion if this project application should be deemed a project of
significant activity.

Upon a motion made and seconded (Isner/Simons)

VOTED: 4 in favor (Isner, Simons, Kelsey and Santos) and 2 opposed (Statchen / Berlandy) to
schedule a public hearing for Wednesday May 21, 2025 for the application deemed as a
significant activity for regulated activity within a wetland and upland review area for the removal
of fill / construction materials associated with the restoration of an eroding fishing platform and
the construction of a new handicapped accessible public observation platform.

PLANNER’S REPORT

Senior Assistant Town Planner Cyr informed the commission about a building permit
application received for 317 Meadow Road to convert a three-season porch addition
into living space with a covered porch. The concrete block foundation and slab would
be removed and a new 42in deep frost wall foundation and slab constructed. The
Commission agreed a wetlands application would be required for this proposed
construction as it is within the 150-foot upland review area.

MINUTES

Meeting Minutes
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Upon a motion made and seconded (Simons/Berlandy) it was

VOTED: 4 in favor (Statchen, Isner, Berlandy, and Kelsey) and 2 abstentions (Simons/Santos) to
approve the April 2, 2025 Inland Wetlands meeting minutes.

Meeting Minutes

Meeting minutes from Monday April 14, 2025 Site Walk to the Farmington Land Trust, LLC. —
8738 River Road property were tabled for consideration at the Wednesday May 7, 2025 regular
meeting.

Meeting Minutes

Upon a motion made and seconded (Simons/Isner) it was

VOTED: 4 in favor (Statchen, Isner, Simons and Santos) and 2 abstentions (Berlandy/Kelsey) to
approve the March 31, 2025 Site Walk meeting minutes for 598 Plainville Avenue.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:06 p.m.
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