TOWN OF FARMINGTON
INLAND WETLANDS COMMISSION
MEETING MINUTES

May 7, 2025
Present for the online web conference were Commissioners Berlandy, Fox, Isner, Kelsey, and
Simons. Senior Assistant Town Planner Cyr, Town Planner Rutherford, and Clerk Hansen were
also present. Commissioner Isner served as Chair for the meeting. The meeting was called to

order at 7:00 p.m.

Present in the Development Conference Room were Senior Assistant Town Planner Cyr, Town
Planner Rutherford, and Clerk Hansen. All others were present online.

Commissioner Statchen, Simpson, and Alternate Commissioner Santos were absent.

NEW BUSINESS

Memorial Forest Board of Trustees & Farmington Land Trust - 8667 Plainville Ave. &
8258 Field Stone Run / 8154 Coppermine Rd.

Shannon Rutherford presented the application as a Board Member of the Farmington Memorial
Forest Board of Trustees for a new connector trail connecting to the Farmington Land Trust

property.

Mrs. Rutherford described that the trail would be constructed on Farmington Memorial Forest
properties, 8667 Plainville Ave., 8258 Field Stone Run, and Farmington Land Trust (FLT)
property 8154 Coppermine Rd. (a.k.a. The Wilcox-Bushley Property). Hyde Brook traverses
through the properties, flowing generally west to east. The USDA NRCS Web Soil Survey
identifies the predominant soil classification for the area of the trail connection as Cheshire Fine
Sandy Loam — well drained soil. The specific project location is an approximately 850 ft trail
connection between the existing white blaze trail on the FLT property with the existing red blaze
trail on the Memorial Forest property, including a crossing of Hyde Brook.

The majority of the proposed trail is located within upland deciduous and evergreen forest. There
is an approximately 4 ft to 6 ft crossing of Hyde Brook proposed. Trail Stewards of both the
Memorial Forest and FLT reviewed trail options and marked the proposed trail with pink
flagging in early March. Town staff then walked the trail in early April to review the path and
brook crossing. Mrs. Rutherford shared current condition photos and explained that there is little
to no fringe wetland associated with Hyde Brook at this location. This is consistent with the Web
Soil Survey, describing the Cheshire Fine Sandy Loam soils as being very stony. The streambed
of the brook is very rocky, as evident in the photos included with the application. The Trail
Stewards intend to use the natural stones in the streambed for the crossing. The crossing location
has been selected to align with a narrow portion of the brook, with a moderate incline into and
out of the crossing. Little to no vegetation clearing is required to establish this trail. Blazes will
be set on existing deciduous trees to mark the path connecting these properties and natural
resources. The Memorial Forest and FLT intend to complete this work this year with the intent of
hosting the grand opening of the trail as part of the Memorial Forest’s 100th Anniversary in
2026.
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Peter Dorpalen of the Farmington Land Trust spoke in favor of the trail project and reiterated
that the Farmington Memorial Forest Boart of Trustees and Farmington Land Trust are
requesting the Commission consider the connecting trail as a non-regulated use per Section
4.B.2. of the Farmington Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Regulations. which states the
following: “Qutdoor recreation including play and sporting areas, golf courses, field trails,
nature study, hiking, horseback riding, swimming, skin diving, camping, boating, water skiing,
trapping, hunting, fishing and shell fishing where otherwise legally permitted and regulated.”

Commissioner Fox noted that the non-regulated use per Section 4.B.2. of the Farmington Inland
Wetlands and Watercourses Regulations should be updated to read field trials, as indicated in the
CTDEEP Model Regulations.

The Commission inquired about the proposed increase for access to the Wilcox-Bushley
Property and whether it would create any negative impacts to the habitat. Mr. Dorpalen
explained that this project will create greater opportunity for passive recreation nature
programming withing the vicinity of the Farmington Land Trust headquarters located on the
adjacent parcel at 119 Coppermine Road.

Upon a motion made and seconded (Simons/Fox) it was unanimously
VOTED: The make the determination that the connecting new trail project as presented is

permitted as a non-regulated use in wetlands and watercourses per Section 4.B.2 of the Inland
Wetlands Regulations, and continue to coordinate with Town Staff during construction.

Lang Pools, Inc. — 24 Somersby Way

Application is for the installation of a new inground 18ft x 36ft concrete heated swimming pool
and spa with an automatic cover within the wetlands upland review area, located within an area
of lawn space to the rear (east) of the home. No one was in attendance to represent the
application; however Senior Assistant Town Planner Cyr described the project request and the
current conditions of the property. Mr. Cyr explained that wetlands exist to the rear of the
property and are encompassed within a Conservation Easement in favor of the Town of
Farmington. Mr. Cyr shared current condition photos of the apparent lawn encroachment into the
conservation easement and wetland areas. Mr. Cyr has contacted the property owner regarding
the encroachment and need to require restoration. The Commission agreed they would not
recommend approval of the application, with the current encroachments. They recommended a
Cease-and-Desist order be issued, and Staff continue to work with the property owner for
addressing the restoration work prior to acting on an application for the proposed new swimming
pool and spa.

Upon a motion made and seconded (Isner/Simons) it was unanimously

VOTED: to continue the application to the Wednesday May 21* Inland Wetlands Commission
meeting agenda.
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Larry Webster Associates, LLLC. — 317 Meadow Road

Owner / applicant Larry Webster presented to the commission the application for the removal of
an existing three-season porch with slab foundation and installation of a new crawl space
foundation for home renovation project within wetlands upland review area. Mr. Webster
described how they would like to remove an existing three-season 20ft x 14ft porch and create a
new addition consisting of a sunroom and half-bath to be constructed on the first floor, with a
primary bedroom above on the second floor. A 7.5ft x 14ft wooden covered porch will be
installed at the rear of the proposed new foundation.

Senior Assistant Town Planner Cyr explained that wetlands exist to the west of the property, on
land owned by the Town of Farmington. The area of construction will be within the 150ft upland
review area and no direct wetland impacts are proposed. The total area of disturbance within the
150ft upland review area is 413sf (0.1ac). The replacement of the existing three-season room
and addition of the porch will result in an increase of 133sf of additional impervious area within
the 150ft upland review area. The Commission agreed that a site walk was not warranted.

Upon a motion made and seconded (Simons/Berlandy) it was unanimously
VOTED: To accept the application for regulated activity within the upland review area for the

removal of an existing slab foundation and install new crawl space foundation for home addition
and porch within wetlands upland review area at 317 Meadow Road

Lauren & Chris Sizer — 30 Waterville Road

Owner / applicant Lauren Sizer presented the application to remove an existing 20ft x 10ft shed
and build a new concrete foundation and 2-car, 24°x24’ (576 square feet) garage at the northeast
corner of the property, abutting the Farmington Country Club and within the 150ft upland review
area. Mrs. Sizer explained that they received approval from the Zoning Board of Appeals on
June 13, 2022 to allow the garage to be setback 2.0 ft from the side and rear property lines. She
then described that one stump (holding up the dilapidated shed) and (4) trees are to be removed
in the area of the proposed garage. Senior Assistant Town Planner Cyr shared on the aerial map
that an existing irrigation pond for the golf course is north of the proposed garage. The area of
construction for the garage will be within the 150ft upland review area, however drainage from
the garage and property drains away from the pond to Waterville Road and no direct wetland
impacts are proposed. Mr. Cyr described that the total area of disturbance within the 150ft
upland review area is approximately 1,000sf (0.2ac). The increase in the size of the garage will
result in an increase of 376sf in additional impervious area. The Commission agreed that a site
walk was not warranted.

Upon a motion made and seconded (Fox/Simons) it was unanimously

VOTED: To accept the application to build a 2-car, 24’x24° (576 square feet) garage on property
within the 150 feet upland review area from a water course at 30 Waterville Road.
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PLANNER’S REPORT

No Planner’s Report.

MINUTES

Upon a motion made and seconded (Simons/Berlandy) it was

VOTED: 4 in favor (Isner, Berlandy, Kelsey and Simons) and 1 abstention (Fox) to approve the
April 16, 2025 Inland Wetlands meeting minutes.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:46 p.m.

LDH



