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Town of Farmington, CT  

Ad Hoc Sidewalk Committee 

Tuesday, June 3, 2025 
Town Hall Council Chambers 

5:30 P.M. 
 

Please click the link below to access the webinar: 

 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87465549155  

 
Webinar ID: 874 6554 9155 

 

 
A. Call to Order.   

 
B. Public Comment. 

 
C. Correspondence.  

 
D. Minutes. 

1) To approve the minutes from the April 29, 2025, meeting. 
 

E. New Business. 
1) Review of draft municipal policy and criteria for funding private sidewalk 

repair and new construction. 
2) Review of Sidewalk Rating Form. 

 
F. Next Steps/Meeting Schedule.  

 
G. Adjournment.  

 
 

 

 

CC: Committee Members 

Russ Arnold, Director of Public Works/Town Engineer 
Maureen Frink, Town Clerk 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87465549155














Maintenance and Repairs
W H O  I S  R E S P O N S I B L E  F O R  T H E  M A I N T E N A N C E  A N D

R E P A I R  O F  S I D E W A L K S ?

AD HOC SIDEWALK COMMITTEE APRIL 29, 2025

T O W N  M A N A G E R  O R
D E S I G N A T E D  O F F I C I A L  H A S

T H E  A U T H O R I T Y  T O  I N S P E C T
S I D E W A L K S  F O R  H A Z A R D S

Hazards include: cracks, uneven pavement, and obstructions

P R O P E R T Y
O W N E R S  A R E
R E Q U I R E D  T O

M A K E  R E P A I R S
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Maintenance and Repairs

R E P A I R  C O S T S  &  L I E N S

AD HOC SIDEWALK COMMITTEE APRIL 29, 2025

I F  A  P R O P E R T Y  O W N E R  F A I L S  T O  C O M P L E T E  N E C E S S A R Y  R E P A I R S
W I T H I N  T H E  D E S I G N A T E D  T I M E  F R A M E :

Penalties/fines may be imposed for repeat violations

Costs incurred by the Town for repair work would be charged to the property owner

Unpaid penalties/fines may result in a lien on the property
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Maintenance and Repairs

P R O P E R T Y  O W N E R ’ S  L I A B I L I T Y

AD HOC SIDEWALK COMMITTEE APRIL 29, 2025

S N O W  &  M A I N T E N A N C E

T O W N  O F  F A R M I N G T O N

Limited Liability

Not responsible for injuries resulting
from snow/ice accumulation unless
proof of negligence in municipal snow
removal

P R O P E R T Y  O W N E R S

Fines, Liens

Potential legal consequences, damages
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Current
Practices 

Town has been unable to have a formal sidewalk
inspection in the last 25 years due to staffing
levels.

Town has enforced repairs in extreme cases.

AD HOC SIDEWALK COMMITTEE APRIL 29, 2025
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FARMINGTON’S
ORDINANCE

IN LINE WITH MAJORITY OF
SURROUNDING TOWNS

OTHER MUNICIPAL
PRACTICES

TOWNS OFFER FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
FOR REPAIRS BASED ON INCOME

Comparison to other
Communities

FARMINGTON’S
CURRENT PRACTICES

MOST OTHER TOWNS ALSO DO NOT
ACTIVELY ENFORCE REPAIRS/MAINTENANCE

AD HOC SIDEWALK COMMITTEE APRIL 29, 2025
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Current Sidewalk Layout 

AD HOC SIDEWALK COMMITTEE APRIL 29, 2025

Currently 48 miles of sidewalk in Town
⅓ of the Community

Approx. $18M to repair all existing sidewalks

Ad Hoc Sidewalk Committee plans to study
conditions of existing sidewalks
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Has the Town Ever Repaired
Private Sidewalks?

G R A N T - F U N D E D  A S S I S T A N C E

AD HOC SIDEWALK COMMITTEE APRIL 29, 2025

O V E R  T H E  L A S T  1 0  Y E A R S :

Town has received grant funding for sidewalks in Unionville Center and Farmington Center
Funded approx. 50% of repairs
Town’s Capital Budget covered the balance

Town repaired and improved sidewalk along Plainville Ave
100% grant-funded

On rare occasions Town has repaired sidewalks along with concurrent road project if the
grade of the road changes significantly
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Major
Takeaways

Property owners are responsible for snow
removal, maintenance and repairs.
Property owners are liable for injuries that occur
on their sidewalk.
Town ordinance gives authority to Town to
mandate repairs of sidewalks at the
homeowner’s expense.
Town ordinance is standard among surrounding
communities.
Town does not strictly enforce repair of
sidewalks which is a common practice in other
municipalities.
There are many sidewalks in Town in need of
repair.
The Town has repaired private sidewalks when
grant funds have been available.

AD HOC SIDEWALK COMMITTEE APRIL 29, 2025
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Constructing New Sidewalks

AD HOC SIDEWALK COMMITTEE APRIL 29, 2025

T O W N  O F  F A R M I N G T O N

Town Manger can recommend
construction of new sidewalks &
determine who is financially responsible.

Formal Process
Public Hearings
Assessment Responsibilities
Design Approvals

Town Manager hasn’t recommended
construction of new Town-funded
sidewalk in last 25 years.

P R O P E R T Y  O W N E R S

Can petition the Town for a new
sidewalk.

Numerous requests received over
past 25 years

Determined sidewalks not
deemed to have substantial
benefit to the community at
large.
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Grant-Funded Construction
of New Sidewalks

AD HOC SIDEWALK COMMITTEE APRIL 29, 2025

M E A D O W  R O A D

GRANT WILL FUND 50% OF CONSTRUCTION, TOWN CAPITAL BUDGET WILL FUND 50%

FIRST GRANT FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW SIDEWALK APPLIED FOR AND RECEIVED

CURRENTLY IN DESIGN APPROVAL PHASE

FOLLOWING CHAPTER 169 OF THE FARMINGTON TOWN CODE (STREETS & SIDEWALKS)
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Next Steps

AD HOC SIDEWALK COMMITTEE APRIL 29, 2025

PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING

DISTRIBUTING INFORMATION TO PUBLIC

DETERMINE PERCENTAGE OF SIDEWALKS IN NEED OF REPAIR
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Q&A’s

AD HOC SIDEWALK COMMITTEE APRIL 29, 2025
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Ad Hoc Sidewalk Committee 

June 3, 2025, Page 3 

MOTION:    Agenda Item E-1 

Review of draft municipal policy and criteria for funding private sidewalk repair and 
new construction. 

NOTE: 

At the April 29, 2025, meeting, the Ad Hoc Sidewalk Committee determined that 
draft policies should be developed to clearly define the term “substantial direct 

benefit.”  Additionally, the policy should outline criteria for funding private sidewalk 
repair and new construction of sidewalks.   

I drafted the attached policy and criteria on what I consider to be our current 
practices as it relates to sidewalk repair and construction.   

/Attachment 



Current Municipal Policy and Criteria for Funding Private Sidewalk Repair 
and New Construction 

Purpose 

To establish a policy and criteria for providing municipal funding or partial 
funding for the repair or construction of sidewalks located on private property, 
with a focus on projects that offer substantial direct benefits to the community 
at large. This policy ensures that any investment of public funds in private 
sidewalks is justified by broad, tangible benefits to residents, such as enhanced 
connectivity, accessibility, and walkability. 

Definition of Substantial Direct Benefit 

A substantial direct benefit is defined as a tangible improvement that serves a 
substantial number of residents and enhances community-wide accessibility. 
Eligible sidewalk projects must demonstrate broad utility by, for example, 
connecting numerous neighborhoods to public schools, trail systems, or 
town centers.   

Projects that only benefit individual properties or merely connect one 
neighborhood to another without providing access to a school, trail, or 
town center do not qualify as having a direct public benefit. The improvement 
must support inclusive, everyday use by the general public and contribute 
meaningfully to the municipality’s pedestrian infrastructure. 

Eligibility Criteria 

To be eligible for municipal funding, a proposed private sidewalk must provide a 
substantial direct benefit by meeting at least of the following conditions in 
addition to criteria #4: 

1. Connection to a Public School
o The sidewalk provides a direct pedestrian route from multiple

neighborhoods to a public K–12 school or public educational facility.
2. Connection to a Public Trail System

o The sidewalk links multiple neighborhoods to an existing or planned
public trail, greenway, or multi-use path that supports public
recreation and mobility.

3. Enhancement of Walkability in Town Centers
o The sidewalk connects multiple neighborhoods to a designated town

center, mixed-use zone, or commercial area, and improves safe,
pedestrian-friendly access to civic and commercial destinations.

4. Leverage of Outside Grant Funding
o A portion of the sidewalk repair or construction project is funded

through external grants or third-party contributions, and it
connects numerous neighborhoods to a qualifying public destination.

Agenda Item E-1



Priority will be given to projects that meet more than one of the above 
criteria, especially those that combine broad connectivity with public destinations 
and external funding support. 

Note: Some locations may be deemed infeasible for new sidewalk construction due 
to topographic challenges, winding road alignments, or safety concerns. Even if 
these areas meet public benefit criteria, such conditions may render construction 
cost-prohibitive and therefore ineligible for funding. 
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MOTION:    Agenda Item E-2 

Review of Sidewalk Rating Form. 

NOTE: 

Town Staff developed the attached rating form to assist in the inspection of 

sidewalks.  Our intern will utilize this form during the inspections.   

/Attachment 



Town of Farmington 
Sidewalk Rating Form  

A: New sidewalk construction (concrete, 5ft wide minimum, no cracks) 

C: Concrete or blacktop with varying degree of separation at the cracks, less than 5 ft wide 

F: Severe cracking, heaving, missing sections, 4 ft or less wide  

Date of 
Inspection 

Sidewalk Location Grade Notes 

Agenda Item E-2



Ad Hoc Sidewalk Committee 
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MOTION:       Agenda Item F 

Next Steps/Meeting Schedule. 

NOTE: 

• Inspection of existing sidewalks

• Draft updates to draft policy and criteria on sidewalk repair and construction
• Finalize and prioritize potential future sidewalk locations

o Coppermine Road
o RT 4 (near Big Bird Bridge)

o New Britain Avenue (RT 6 to Police Station)
o Webster Street

• Determine a date for an Informational Public Meeting
• Advertise the Informational Public Meeting

• Other




