
TOWN OF FARMINGTON  
INLAND WETLANDS COMMISSION  

MEETING MINUTES 
 

July 2, 2025 
 
Present for the online web conference were Commissioners Statchen, Isner, Fox, Berlandy, 
Kelsey, Simons, Simpson, and Alternate Commissioner Carveth. Senior Assistant Town Planner 
Cyr and Clerk Hansen were also present. The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.  
 
Present in the Development Conference Room were Senior Assistant Town Planner Cyr and 
Clerk Hansen. All others were present online.  
 
Alternate Commissioner Santos was absent.  
 
 
NEW BUSINESS  
 
WC Farmington LLC (Big Sky Fitness) – 94 Brickyard Road 
 
Regulated activity within the upland review area for proposed new parking area over existing 
tennis courts. Stephen Guidice, from Cole Civil + Survey, LLC. presented that the original plan 
submission called for depressed landscaped islands designed to collect and infiltrate stormwater 
runoff from the proposed new parking lot. An alternative plan for a water quality basin in the 
southeast corner of the proposed new parking lot was shared with the Commission. The 
Commission commended the applicant for the updated drainage plan. 
 
Commissioner Simons stated that he reviewed the recording and meeting minutes from the 
Wednesday June 18, 2025 IWC meeting.  
 
Upon a motion made and seconded (Simpson/Isner) it was unanimously 
 
VOTED: To approve the application for regulated activity within upland review area for the 
proposed new parking area over existing tennis courts at 94 Brickyard Road, as presented and on 
file in the Planning Office with the following conditions: 
 

1. Erosion Control shall consist of silt fence and straw wattles. 
2. Test pits shall be performed in the area of the water quality basin prior to construction. 

Test Pits shall be witnessed by both the Design Engineer and Town Staff, to confirm 
adequate soil for infiltration. 

 

Liam Mase Morrell – 16 Mountain Spring Road 

Regulated activity within a wetland or watercourse for Eagle Scout Service Project to make 
improvements to the existing bog bridge at the Carey Pasture. Life Scout, Liam Mase Morrell 
presented to the Commission the application to repair the existing trail bog bridge on the 
property. The existing bridge was previously approved by the Commission and constructed in 
2019. The proposal is to repair the existing 62 feet bog bridge and extend the bridge 
approximately 31 feet in both directions. The project will involve the replacement of the existing 
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planks and install sleeper supports with the use of landscaping fabric and pea gravel under each 
support to reduce settlement.  

Mr. Morrell asked the Commission members regarding the use of pressure treated lumber and 
pea gravel for the project. Alternate Commissioner Carveth expressed a concern for the use of 
pressure treated wood in the wetlands. The Commission questioned what type of wood was 
utilized in 2019 during the original construction. Mr. Morrell stated he believed the original bog 
bridge planks are made from non-pressure-treated wood.  

The Commission inquired about the stakes depicted in the photos along the side of the bog 
bridge. Mr. Morrell stated they are intended to be removed as part of this project. Chair Statchen 
stated if during construction it is determined the stakes were installed for the lateral stability of 
the bridge, that rebar be used to secure the sleepers to the ground. The Commission inquired and 
Senior Assistant Town Planner Cyr confirmed the Commission approved the original project in 
2019 as a non-regulated use under Section 4.B of the Wetland Regulations. The Commission 
determined the activity is a non-regulated use and a site walk was not required. 

 

Upon a motion made and seconded (Isner/Fox) it was unanimously 
 

VOTED: To approve application as a non-regulated use in wetlands and watercourses per 
Section 4.B.2. of the Inland Wetlands Regulations for the Eagle Scout Service Project to make 
improvements to the existing bog bridge at the Carey Pasture, as presented and on file in the 
Planning Office.  
 

Farmington Cemetery Association – Lot 8289 Garden Street 

Regulated activity within the upland review area for drainage and repair work of the entire 
roadway system within the cemetery. Evan Cowles of 148 Main Street and a Board Member of 
the Farmington Cemetery Association presented the application.  Mr. Cowles explained the 
project will consist of milling and paving all roads within the cemetery.  As part of the 
construction, the Association is requesting to widen the existing 10ft lower driveway along the 
westerly portion of the property and rectify ongoing drainage issues. Mr. Cowles explained the 
existing curbing along the westerly portion of the roadway will be removed, the road will be 
shifted to the east as close to the existing plots as feasible, widen the road to approximately 12ft, 
and install a 2ft – 4ft wide stone shoulder.  The construction would eliminate the existing 
leakoffs which have resulted in significant erosion and allow the runoff to sheet flow across the 
stone thereby reducing the potential for erosion.  The stone shoulder would also for vehicles to 
park and allow traffic to pass. A cape cod curb will be installed along the easterly side of the 
driveway, to keep vehicles off the plots.  Sections of curbing will remain and be replaced in areas 
identified where the roadway slope is not conducive for stormwater sheet flow and will be 
directed into the catch basins along the upper portion of the roadway.  

James Rose of 21 Reservation Road and a Farmington Cemetery Association Board Member 
stated the contractor anticipates construction will take eight days for milling and six days to 
repave the roads. The Commission stated that silt fence and straw wattle erosion and sediment 
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control measures would be required to be installed prior to the removal of the pavement, due to 
the proximity of the lower road to the Farmington River. The Commission determined a site 
walk would be required for this application and asked Senior Assistant Town Planner Cyr to 
coordinate. A determination for significance will be made by the Commission after the site walk.  

 

Upon a motion made and seconded (Simons/Simpson) it was unanimously 
 
VOTED: To accept the application for regulated activity within the upland review area for 
drainage, road repair, and roadway widening at the Riverside Cemetery, Lot 8289 Garden Street. 
 
 
Greg Taylor – 26 Crosswood Road 

Regulated activity within the upland review area for proposed new two car 20ft x 24ft garage. 
Owner/applicant Greg Taylor of 26 Crosswood Road shared with the Commission an example of 
the prefabricated Klotter Farms garage structure to be delivered and installed at the rear of the 
driveway. A new concrete frost wall foundation and slab will be installed flush to the driveway.  
The portion of the foundation wall along the rear of the structure will be exposed approximately 
2ft to 3ft above the existing grade to eliminate any need for grading or fill adjacent to the 
wetlands. There will be no additional fill or tree removal associated with the project and any 
excavated material will be used to either backfill the foundation or hauled offsite. Senior 
Assistant Town Planner Cyr reviewed the survey depicting an 18 inch diameter drainage pipe at 
the rear of the property from one edge of the wetland to the other.  It is most likely the pipe may 
have been installed in 1984 during the construction of the neighborhood and residence. Senior 
Assistant Town Planner Cyr also shared photos with the Commission depicting the approximate 
location of the new detached garage.  The Commission inquired about the garage being offset 
from the end of the driveway and Mr. Taylor stated that some landscaping, shrubs, and possibly 
a section of the existing patio would be removed to accommodate the proposed location. The 
Commission asked for information regarding the increase of impervious coverage on the 
property and discussed whether the additional roof water runoff should be directed into a dry 
well or sheet flow into the yard. Senior Assistant Town Planner Cyr stated the potential high 
groundwater table would not allow for a dry well in this location. The Commission inquired 
about a grading plan.  

Mr. Cyr shared the 1960’s soil survey DEEP Inland Wetland soils layer from the GIS aerial map 
which depicts the entire house and backyard within a potential wetland area. 

The Commission determined a site walk would be required for this application and asked Senior 
Assistant Town Planner Cyr to coordinate. A determination for significance will be made by the 
Commission after the site walk.  

 

PLANNER’S REPORT 
  
Senior Assistant Town Planner Cyr reported to the Commission that an informal presentation for 
the property located at 1179 Farmington Avenue and 3 Bridgewater Road has been presented to the 
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Architectural Design Review Committee (ADRC) and Town Plan & Zoning Commission (TPZ) for 
a potential new residential development. Any formal application would also require an application 
with this Commission. Chair Statchen reminded Commission members to be mindful not to 
participate in social media postings, especially regarding any potential applications that could come 
before the Inland Wetlands Commission. 
 
MINUTES  
 
Upon a motion made and seconded (Simpson/Berlandy) it was unanimously  
 
VOTED: to approve the June 18, 2025 Inland Wetlands Commission meeting minutes.    
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:11pm.  
LDH 


