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Minutes of the Town of Farmington
Regular Town Council Meeting July 8, 2025
Held in Person and by Zoom Webinar Meeting

Attending:

Joe Capodiferro, Chair Kathy Blonski, Town Manager
Patricia Boye-Williams Kat Krajewski, Asst. Town Manager
Brian F. X. Connolly Maureen Frink, Town Clerk

Amy Palumbo

Keith Vibert Absent: Sarah Healey

Dave Wlodkowski

A. Call to Order

The Chair called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
B. Pledge of Allegiance

The Council and members of the public recited the Pledge of Allegiance.
C. Presentations and Recognitions

There were no Presentations and Recognitions.

D. Public Hearing

There was no Public Hearing held.

E. New Items

There were no New [tems.

F. Public Comments

Robert Parker, 22 Tanglewood Rd., stated he had expressed his concern clearly
regarding the intersection of Crestwood & Knollwood Road and the pedestrian access
that would become major since the high school would be closer to the neighborhood.
He stated he had attended all the meetings and continued to express his concerns. Mr.
Parker stated that last August/September there were a large number of students
parking in the neighborhood. He stated that he was concerned with the pedestrian
traffic, and the ability of emergency and delivery vehicle’s ability to get through the
intersection, and he is very concerned that a pedestrian will get hit. He stated he has
addressed this with the Town and the Board of Education who, he said, was told it
was the other’s problem, and Police Department said there was only so much they can
do. He reported that, perhaps due to a school announcement, there is only parking on
one side of the road. He stated that most of the neighbors are upset about this but
know it is public parking. He said he approached many times to have something done
there. He said the Highlands have been through a lot in the last few years with
consiruction of the high school, complaints about dirt and noise, and traffic. He said
the school was built right on top of people’s houses. Mr. Parker said he has asked the
town to do something and nothing gets done. He added he has gone before the Traffic
Review Board as well and was told crosswalks were not an option. He added that he
was told that, after the waterline replacement, that the road would be repaved. He said
this has not happened. Mr. Parker also spoke regarding Bulk Pick-up and asked that
it not be scheduled on a holiday weekend.

G. Reading of the Minutes
1. June 9, 2025, Regular Town Council Meeting

Motion was made and seconded (Vibert/Palumbo) to approve the June 9, 2025
Regular Town Council Meeting.

Adopted unanimously
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H. Reading of Communications and Written Appeals
There was no Reading of Communications and Written Appeals.
I. Report of the Committees

1. 1928 Building Committee

Mr. Capodiferro reported that the cupola is being repaired and restored, and the
building continues to move forward with work on the floors, taping, drywall, and
supports are being put in. He said they are making great progress, and he looks
forward to it being completed on time.

2. Ad Hoc Fire Station Committee

Ms. Palumbo and Mr. Wlodkowski reported that the Committee reviewed the Silver
Petrucelli updated Facilities Study and updated the additional pricing. The Committee
asked Chris Nardi to walk them through the Study to identify items that would not
result in duplication of work if the work is completed and additional space needs are
needed at a later date. Ms. Palumbo said at the meeting earlier in the day, the
Committee asked for one more update on one of the Fire Houses and after that they
should be ready to wrap it up. Mr. Wlodkowski added that the base project does not
do everything the Chiefs really need, so they have taken the time to cost-out what
those additional options are. He said they looked at the base project with additional
options and if there were savings and redundancies they could eliminate. He added
that they want the charge to be accurate as possible.

3. Ad Hoc Sidewalk Committee

Mr. Vibert and Mr. Connolly reported that they have received an update from the
intern, Thomas Clark, who has been diligently going around inspecting sidewalks and
grading them, so they have an idea of what the status of the sidewalks are in town.
Mr. Vibert reported that the Committee looked at the Town’s current policy and a
presentation of what they would like to see going forward. He added that they also
reviewed the process for residents to apply for a sidewalk, discussed mailers. He said
the next meeting will be on August 26, 2025. Mr. Connolly stated the Committee is
being transparent as they interact with the public who want to share their views.

4. Farmington High School Building Committee

Ms. Krajewski reported on the Farmington High School Building Committee, in Ms.
Healey’s absence, that the Central Office has received the TCO and are moved in. She
said the only remaining thing is the bleachers which is being completed this summer.
She said over the next couple of months they will finish the punch-list for both the
High School and Central Office and then will look to close the project out.

J. Report of the Council Chair and Liaisons
1. Chair

The Chair reported there are a couple fundraisers happening stating HOPE Partners
will host a Dine-to-Donate event at the American Flatbread on Tuesday, July 15 from
5:00 — 9:00 p.m., on Albany Turnpike in Canton; and secondly, HOPE Partners will
host their annual Drive for Hope charity golf dinner fundraiser on Tuesday, August 12,
at Tunxis Golf Club, 87 Town Farm Rd., $165.00 per person or $60.00 to dine only.
He said to go to HOPE Partners website for more information, and you may donate
online and/or sign-up. Mr. Capodiferro stated that the Tunxis Hose Fire Department’s
annual Carnival will be held on this Thursday, Friday and Saturday with Thursday
being family night with the community concert presenting Tribulations, Friday will be
the fireworks, and Saturday will be the parade.

2. Board of Education Liaison

Mr. Boye-Williams stated that the Board of Education is on hiatus for the until school
starts in September, and there are committee meetings throughout the summer.
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3. Conservation and Inland Wetlands

Ms. Boye-Williams reported that there are a lot of standard applications and an Eagle
Scout project that was approved, and the Farmington Cemetery is seeking approval for
drainage and repair of their roadways.

4. Economic Development Commission Liaison

Ms. Palumbo reported that there is a list of events on Explore Farmington website if
you are interested in local events. She said the next meeting is on September 14,

4. Town Plan and Zoning Liaison

Mr. Wlodkowski reported on the enclave at Farmington River, which is an ambitious
development. He said there was an informal hearing by the developers where they
presented their plans. He said this will be a long-term process and it is still to be
determined how this will play out. He said the Commission is diving into the details
listening to the details and the public’s concern. He also reported on Article 2, Sec. 1a,
Commercial Vehicle Storage. Mr. Wlodkowski said commercial vehicles are regulated
regarding what you can park at a residence. He said the staff and Commission are
diving into the regulation to come up with current impacts, what can be put forward
and tightened up and then enforced.

K. Report of the Town Manager
a. Personnel Update

Ms. Blonski introduced Chief Paul Melanson who is the new Director of Public Safety.
Chief Melanson introduced himself and said he is glad to be back in Farmington.

b. Community Chest Grant

Ms. Blonski reported that the Town of Farmington was awarded a $16,500 grant from
the Farmington Community Chest.

c. Tunxis Hose Carnival
d. Senior Center Positive Feedback

Ms. Blonski reported on feedback from the public regarding Farmington’s Senior
Center, which is attached as item c on attached Agenda Item K.

Ms. Blonski addressed tonight’s Public Comment by Mr. Parker, Agenda Item F,
regarding a crosswalk stating the town and the school have been strugghng about thec
Highlands area and the parking issue. She said they have talked, quite a bit, about
signs in the area and the crosswalks, and she said they will revisit the crosswalks
idea. She also stated there has been enforcement there as well for any illegal parking,
adding most are parking there legally now.

Mr. Wlodkowski added that he understands the frustration regarding parking in the
Highlands. He said if we are actively engaged to try to come up with a solution, he
hopes that we can reach out to the people on the street and make them part of the
discussion. Discussion was held between Mr. Wlodkowski and Ms. Blonski regarding
addressing this issue.

Motion was made and seconded (Vibert/Palumbo) to accept the Report of the Town
Manager.

Adopted unanimously
L. Appointments

1. Building Code Board of Appeals (Statchen)
2. Green Efforts Committee (Stigliano)
3. Housing Authority (Pagano)
4. Human Relations Commission (Zimmermann)
S. Justice of the Peace (Thomas) '
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6. Justice of the Peace (Hall)

7. Lower Farmington River and Salmon Brook Wild & Scenic Committee
(Vacant) Alternate

8. North Central Regional Mental Health Board (Nowakowski)

9. North Central Regional Mental Health Board (Marsh)

10. Plainville Area Cable TV Advisory Council (Parlow)

11. Plainville Area Cable TV Advisory Council (Bagdigian-Buttero)

12. Plainville Area Cable TV Advisory Council (Giannaros)

13. Plainville Area Cable TV Advisory Council (Dubois)

14. Veterans Memorial Committee (Hayes)

15. Veterans Memorial Committee (Ray)

16. Veterans Memorial Comrnittee (Jones)

17. Veterans Memorial Committee (Baker)

No Action was taken on Agenda Items L1 - L17.
M. Old Business

There was no Old Business held.

N. New Business

1. To schedule a Special Town Council meeting on July 29, 2025, at 7:00 p.m.
in the Town Hall Council Chambers.

Motion was made and seconded (Vibert/Palumbo) to schedule a Special Town Council
meeting on July 29, 2025, at 7:00 p.m. in the Town Hall Council Chambers.

Mr. Vibert stated that the intent of this Special Town Council meeting is to hold a
public hearing for a new ordinance. He said at this time, there has not been enough
time to review the information with the political parties as there could be political
ramifications to the changes that are presented. He stated they simple need more
time. He said he understands the timeline and is not opposed to this new ordinance,
but right now more information is needed. Discussion was held amongst the Council
members and a Point of Order was made regarding the making of a motion and then
supporting that motion. Ms. Boye-Williams stated she was a little frustrated that the
motion is on the agenda and now it is not being supported. The Chair apologized for
this as he had hoped he would have had responses to those he had reached out to. It
was asked that this not happen in the future.

Motion unanimously did not pass

Motion was made and seconded (Vibert/Palumbo) to amend the Agenda to remove
Items N2 and N3.

Adopted unanimously

2. To set a public hearing on July 29, 2025, at 7:05 p.m. in the Town Hall
Council Chambers on the proposed new ordinance to the Farmington Town
Code.

3. To schedule a Regular Town Council meeting on , at 7:00 p.m.
in the Town Hall Council Chambers.

4. To adopt the attached resolution authorizing the Town Manager to execute
an application for State financial assistance with the State of Connecticut
Department of Economic Development for the Small Town Economic
Assistance Program (STEAP) grant.

Motion was made and seconded (Vibert/Palumbo) to adopt the attached resolution
authorizing the Town Manager to execute an application for State financial assistance
with the State of Connecticut Department of Economic Development for the Small
Town Economic Assistance Program (STEAP) grant.

Attached as Agenda Item N4
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Ms. Blonski stated the Grant is for replacement of field lighting, renovations to dug-
out, resurfacing basketball courts, installation of sidewalks, replacement of safety
netting and poles, and installation of new sound system at the soccer, baseball, and
softball fields.

Adopted unanimously

5. To approve property tax refunds.

Motion was made and seconded (Vibert/Palumbo) to approve propertly tax refunds,
attached as Agenda Item NS5.

Adopted unanimously

O. Executive Session

Motion was made and seconded (Vibert/Palumbo) to move to Executive session.
1. Personnel

To discuss personnel matters. Present at this meeting will be members of the Town
Council and the Town Clerk.

Adopted unanimously
Executive Session began at 7:42 p.m.
The Regular Town Council Meeting resumed at 8:02 p.m.
N. New Business

6. To Take Any Action on the Town Clerk’s Salary.
Motion was made and seconded (Vibert/Palumbo) to approve the Town Clerk’s pay
increase in accordance with the 2025-2026 Town of Farmington Administrative Pay
Plan, Grade 7, Step 4 in the amount of $99,715.00 for Fiscal Year 2025-2026.
Adopted unanimously

P. Adjournment

Motion was made and seconded (Vibert/Palumbo) to adjourn the July 8, 2025 Regular
Town Council meeting at 8:03 p.m.

Adopted unanimously

Respectfully sﬁjd,

Maureen Frink, Clerk
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Regular Town Council Meeting Agenda
July 8, 2025, Page 4

MOTION: Agenda Item K
Report of the Town Manager

a. Personnel Update

b. Community Chest Grant Award
c. Tunxis Hose Carnival

d. Senior Center Positive Feedback

a. Personnel Update
I am pleased to announce that Paul Melanson has returned to the Town of
Farmington as Director of Public Safety. In addition to being Police Chief, his
responsibilities also include administrative oversight of the Fire Departments as
the Director of Fire and Rescue Services, as well as Emergency Management
Director.

As most of you are aware, Chief Melanson was the Police Chief in Farmington for
13 years, and most recently the Police Chief in Avon. Chief Melanson is a
seasoned and a very well-respected Police Chief in the State of Connecticut. On
the Fire side, Chief Melanson brings strong administrative and management
experience in public safety at a high level. Additionally, before his departure in
2022, Chief Melanson successfully managed both the Fire and Police
Departments in an interim capacity.

This is an exciting time for our community and our public safety organizations.
Farmington is fortunate to have exceptional public safety departments with
dedicated and hard-working Police Officers, Career Firefighters, and Volunteer
Firefighters.

I'm confident that Farmington will continue to provide the highest level of public
safety to both our residents and businesses under the leadership of our new
Director of Public Safety, Paul Melanson.

b. Community Chest Grant Award
I am pleased to share that the Town of Farmington has been awarded a $16,500
grant from the Farmington Community Chest to support the purchase and
installation of outdoor Automated External Defibrillator (AED) cabinets at two of
our community’s busiest public spaces:

e Westwoods Recreation Complex (new pickleball and splash pad area)
e Farmington High School Concessions Area (adjacent to the track, fields,
and tennis courts)

These locations are and will be vibrant, high-traffic areas that serve residents of
all ages and abilities throughout the year. Having accessible AED units at these

sites will significantly enhance our emergency response capacity and reflect our
strong commitment to public safety.
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We would like to extend our deepest gratitude to the Farmington Community
Chest for their generous support in making this project possible. Their ongoing
commitment to improving the quality of life and safety in our town is truly
commendable. This grant reflects their dedication to protecting the well-being of
all who live, work, and play in Farmington.

We are proud to partner with the Farmington Community Chest on this
important safety initiative and will keep you updated as we move forward with
the installation.

Tunxis Hose Carnival

The Tunxis Hose Carnival will be held from Thursday, July 10* through
Saturday, July 12t at Union School. Please visit the Tunxis Hose website for
more information: https://tunxishose.com/event/carnival/

Senior Center Positive Feedback
Town Staff received positive feedback about the Farmington Senior Center and
Nicole Deneen, Senior Center Coordinator. Please see Attachment K-d.
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Attachment K-d

From: Maggie O'Neill

Sent: Monday, June 16, 2025 2:05 PM

To: Nancy Parent <ParentN @ farmington-ct.org>; Kathryn Krajewski <Krajewskik@farmington-ct.org>
Subject: Positive Feedback

Hello,

I just wanted to send a quick note to share how impressed we were with your Senior
Center coordinator. If you are not the right person to reach out to, do you mind sending
this along to the correct person?

My husband and I live in Massachusetts and are considering moving my mom closer to
my sister in the Farmington Valley area. A few months ago, we stopped by your senior
center, and I have to say Nicole and the center truly stood out.

We've visited several senior centers in nearby towns to get a feel for each community.
Nicole took the time to sit down with us, asked thoughtful questions, answered my (very
long!) list, and made us feel genuinely welcome. Even though she was the only one in the
office and juggling other visitors, she never made us feel rushed or like we were a bother.

She gave us a tour, shared great information about the programs and services offered, and
explained the support available through social services. We left feeling like this 1s exactly
the kind of place and town where we’d want my mom to spend her time.

We’ve come across some nice centers, but none had the same warm, welcoming
atmosphere. We felt this was worth passing along.

Thank you,
Maggie & Russ O’Neill
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Agenda Item N-4
CERTIFIED RESOLUTION OF THE FARMINGTON TOWN COUNCIL

I, Maureen Frink, Town Clerk of the Town of Farmington, certify that the below is a
true and correct copy of a resolution adopted by the Town of Farmington at a meeting
of its Town Council duly convened on July 8, 2025, and which has not been rescinded
or modified in any way whatsoever and is at present in full force and effect.

Date Signature and Title

SEAL

WHEREAS, pursuant to Connecticut General Statutes § 4-66g et. seq., the
Connecticut Department of Economic and Community Development is authorized to
extend financial assistance for economic development projects; and WHEREAS, it is
desirable and in the public interest that the Town of Farmington make an
application to the State for $1,000,000 in order to undertake the Tunxis Mead
Improvement Plan and to execute an Assistance Agreement.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE FARMINGTON TOWN COUNCIL

1. That it is cognizant of the conditions and prerequisites for the state financial
assistance imposed by Connecticut General Statutes § 4-66g et. seq.,

2. That the filing of an application for State financial assistance by the Town of
Farmington in an amount not to exceed $1,000,000 is hereby approved and
that Kathleen A. Blonski, Town Manager, is directed to execute and file such
application with the Connecticut Department of Economic and Community
Development, to provide such additional information, to execute such other
documents as may be required, to execute an Assistance Agreement with the
State of Connecticut for State financial assistance if such an agreement is
offered, to execute any amendments, decisions, and revisions thereto, and to
act as the authorized representative of the Town of Farmington.
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MOTION: Agenda Item N-5
To approve property tax refunds.

NAME REASON TOTAL

Abbott Authur & Margaret Assessor adjustment $245.57

Choi David Assessor adjustment $215.69

Duchesneau Stephanie Assessor adjustment $21.42

Nissan Infiniti Assessor adjustment $280.71

Total $763.39






