Minutes
Ad Hoc Sidewalk Committee
Tuesday, July 8th, 2025
Town Hall Council Chambers / Zoom
5:30 PM
Attendees:
Brian Connolly, Town Council Member
Keith Vibert, Town Council Member
Kathy Blonski, Town Manager
Kat Krajewski, Assistant Town Manager
Russ Arnold, Director of Public Works/Town Engineer
Devon Aldave, Clerk of the Committee
Thomas Boyd Clark, Ad Hoc Sidewalk Committee Intern

A. Call to Order.
The meeting was called to order at 5:30 P.M.

B. Public Comment.
Paul Krell Jr., is a Bristol resident, but owns roughly 5.4 acres of land on
Meadow Road where construction of a new sidewalk has been proposed. Mr.
Krell raised concerns regarding various documents related to the status of his
land as open space. He also referred to an old town ordinance giving
property owners the ability to prevent sidewalks from being built on their
property. Mr. Krell was also concerned that the sidewalk would be more
useful if built on the other side of the street. There were also concerns
regarding whether this construction would be a sidewalk or an extension of
the rail trail. Mr. Krell also said that he had been in communication with the
Land Trust to determine if they could prevent the construction of a sidewalk
on his property. The committee discussed these issues in a dialogue with Mr.
Krell. Town Manager Kathy Blonski raised concerns about the lack of sidewalk
construction that would result from giving property owners veto powers over
the creation of sidewalks. She also acknowledged concerns regarding the
creation of sidewalks next to open space parcels.

C. Correspondence.
None.

D. Minutes.
1) To approve the minutes from the June 3rd, 2025, meeting
Upon a motion made and seconded (Connolly/Vibert) it was unanimously
voted to approve the minutes from the June 3rd, 2025, meeting.



E. New Business.
1) Sidewalk Inspection Update from Thomas Boyd Clark

2)

3)

Ad Hoc Sidewalk Committee Intern Thomas Boyd Clark reviewed the
sidewalks that he had surveyed since he began work with the committee.
He explained that most sidewalks in town were rated in the B or C
category using the rating scale discussed during the previous meeting.
Most sidewalks had minor damage and were not wide enough but were not
worthy of being replaced. Mr. Clark stated that he expected to be finished
with the project within the next three to four weeks. He also explained the
rating scale used to the committee with A denoting good condition and F
denoting bad condition. Sidewalks rated as Ds and Fs would be most likely
to need replacement. There were concerns raised about the lack of Ds and
Fs in the inventory so far. Mr. Clark stated that, as the ratings are
somewhat subjective, it may be smart to review the notes on some Cs to
determine if they should also be considered for replacement. Ms. Blonski
stated that the Highway Superintendent would review some of the roads
already rated to determine if the ratings scale was being used correctly by
Mr. Clark.

Review and consider action on the current municipal policy,
practice, and criteria for funding private sidewalk repair and new
construction

The Current Municipal Policy, Practice, and Criteria for Funding Private
Sidewalk Repair and New Construction was reviewed by the committee.
Ms. Blonski stated that the committee would continue to review these
guidelines and that further adjustments would be made in the future to
ensure that the policy aligns with town goals. Town Council Member Keith
Vibert raised concerns regarding the creation of criteria that will consider
the conditions of the specific case. Upon a motion made and seconded
(Vibert/Connolly) the policy was unanimously accepted.

Review Process for a Resident(s) to Request Town Funding for
New Sidewalk Construction

The process for requesting a new sidewalk was reviewed by Ms. Blonski. A
resident must submit a petition for a sidewalk and the town manager must
review and approve that request. A map could then be prepared and the
possible construction would be put to a town council public hearing. A
supermajority could prevent the creation of a sidewalk. Concerns were
raised over whether this could prevent the creation of sidewalks that
provide substantial public good. Upon a motion made and seconded
(Vibert/Connolly) the policy was unanimously accepted.



F. Next Steps/Meeting Schedule.
Ms. Blonski explained that the next steps will include Mr. Clark’s continued
sidewalk reporting followed by a staff evaluation of the sidewalks. Everyone
with a D or F rated sidewalk will be sent a letter explaining that their
sidewalks must be repaired. Alternatively, everybody with a D or F rated
sidewalk can recommend that the town council repair their sidewalk. The
sidewalk ordinance must also be further explained to the town. The priority
areas for town sidewalk funding must also be determined.

The Ad Hoc Committee determined that the next meeting will be held on
August 28th at 6:00 PM.

G. Adjournment.
Upon a motion made and seconded (Vibert/Connolly) it was unanimously
voted to adjourn at 6:09 PM.
Respectfully Submitted,

Thomas Boyd Clark
Ad Hoc Sidewalk Committee Intern



