TOWN OF FARMINGTON
INLAND WETLANDS COMMISSION
MEETING MINUTES
July 16, 2025
Present for the online web conference were Commissioners Statchen, Fox, Berlandy, Kelsey,
Simpson, Simons (7:02pm.) and Alternate Commissioner Carveth. Senior Assistant Town

Planner Cyr and Clerk Hansen were also present. The meeting was called to order at 7:01 p.m.

Present in the Development Conference Room were Senior Assistant Town Planner Cyr and
Clerk Hansen. All others were present online.

Commissioner Isner and Alternate Commissioner Santos were absent.

Alternate Commissioner Carveth was seated for Commissioner Isner

NEW BUSINESS

Farmington Cemetery Association — Lot 8289 Garden Street

Regulated activity within the upland review area for drainage and repair work of a portion of the
roadway system within the cemetery.

Evan Cowles of 148 Main Street, and a Board Member of the Farmington Cemetery Association,
presented the application. Mr. Cowles explained the project will consist of milling and paving
the roads within the cemetery. As part of the construction, the Association is requesting to widen
the existing 10ft lower driveway along the westerly portion of the property and rectify ongoing
drainage issues. Mr. Cowles explained the existing curbing along the westerly portion of the
roadway will be removed, the road will be shifted to the east as close to the existing plots as
feasible, widen the road to approximately 12ft, and install a 2ft — 4ft wide stone shoulder. The
construction would eliminate the existing leakoffs which have resulted in significant erosion and
allow the runoff to sheet flow across the stone shoulder thereby reducing the potential for
erosion. The stone shoulder would also allow for vehicles to park and traffic to pass. A cape cod
curb will be installed along the easterly side of the driveway, to keep vehicles off the plots.
Sections of curbing along the westerly portion of the driveway will remain and be replaced in
areas identified where the roadway slope is not conducive for stormwater sheet flow.

Chair Statchen asked the Commission members if they had any questions and if the project was
deemed a significant activity. Commissioners indicated many of their questions had been
answered during the Wednesday July 9, 2025 site walk and were in agreement the project has
non-significant impact.
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Upon a motion made and seconded (Simons/Simpson) it was unanimously

VOTED: The application for regulated activity within the upland review area for drainage, road
repair, and roadway widening at the Riverside Cemetery, Lot 8289 Garden Street was a non-
significant regulated activity and does not require a public hearing.

Upon a motion made and seconded (Simons/Simpson) it was unanimously

VOTED: To approve the application for regulated activity within the upland review area for
drainage, road repair, and roadway widening at the Riverside Cemetery, Lot 8289 Garden Street
as presented and on file, with the condition to install silt fence and straw wattle or haybales and
to coordinate with Town Staff on the erosion and sediment control prior to the start of
construction.

Greg Taylor — 26 Crosswood Road

Regulated activity within the upland review area for proposed new two car 20ft x 24{t garage.

Owner/applicant Greg Taylor of 26 Crosswood Road shared with the Commission an example of
the prefabricated Klotter Farms garage structure to be delivered and installed at the rear of the
driveway. A new concrete frost wall foundation and slab will be installed flush to the driveway.
The portion of the foundation wall along the rear of the structure will be exposed approximately
12in to 18in above the existing grade to eliminate any need for grading or fill adjacent to the
wetlands. Senior Assistant Town Planner Cyr shared a photo from the Wednesday July 9, 2025
site walk for the proposed height of the foundation at the rear of the new garage. It was
determined that a grading plan would not be required for this project. The Commission asked if a
back door and steps/ramp would be part of the design for the garage. Mr. Taylor confirmed one
would be provided however an exact location has not confirmed at this time. Mr. Taylor
indicated the main intent would be for vehicle storage, however if there is adequate room, he will
use it to store a lawn mower. The Commission also confirmed whether a stone drip edge would
be installed at the base of the roof line, to minimize a point discharge into the wetlands and
erosion from any roof gutters.

Upon a motion made and seconded (Simons/Berlandy) it was unanimously

VOTED: To make the determination the application for regulated activity within the upland
review area for a proposed new two car 20ft x 24ft garage at 26 Crosswood Road was a non-
significant regulated activity and does not require a public hearing.

Upon a motion made and seconded (Simons/Berlandy) it was unanimously

VOTED: To approve the application for regulated activity within the upland review area for a
proposed new two car 201t x 24ft garage at 26 Crosswood Road as presented and on file, with the
condition to install silt fence and straw wattle prior to construction and to permit the removal of
an adjacent tree identified during the July 9, 2025 site walk.
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Hill-Stead Museum — 35 Mountain Road

Regulated activity within a wetland and upland review area for the construction of stone dust
paths and mowed paths.

Dr. Anna Swinbourne, Executive Director & CEO of the Hill-Stead Museum, introduced the
project noting the 1901 original design for the sunken garden and pathway network at the Hill-
Stead Museum. The goal of the project is to reclaim nature with sensitivity to the wetlands and
recapture the essence of the experience of walking the grounds. Dr. Swinbourne spoke about the
invasive plant control underway that was previously approved by the Commission earlier this
year.

Shavaun Towers, Landscape Architect with The Project Studio, spoke about how the intent of
the project is to replicate the original pathway layout to the extent feasible while respecting the
wetlands. The underdrains installed at the original time of construction, have since failed,
creating a poorly drained landscape. Due to the extent of wetlands along the lower (southerly)
portion of the project area, the plan is to construct the walkway in phases. The current phase is to
work in the drier areas along the easterly edge of the driveway and the westerly edge of the sheep
pasture. The plan is to construct both paved (stone dust surface) and mowed paths and follow the
existing contour of the property. Both paths are proposed to be four-feet wide, and the paved
sections will have a 3ft to 4ft wide verge on each side of the path. The verge areas will consist of
seed and include native and wetland plantings. The second phase will be through the large area
of wetlands and require a detailed engineering plan and involve additional funding and another
application with the Commission. The intent would be to install educational signage about the
importance of wetlands.

The Commission asked questions regarding the wetland locations, erosion control, and the time
frame for the project. Shavaun Towers confirmed there is a discrepancy with the wetland
location as she used a reduced scale drawing to reproduce their location. She stated she will
coordinate and have the wetlands accurately depicted. David Perbeck, Director of Operations,
stated they would like to start the construction of the project during late Autumn / early Winter.
The Commission also agreed a site walk is warranted in helping decide if the project has any
significant impact, and requested the surveyor flag the wetlands prior to the site walk. Assistant
Senior Town Planner will coordinate with Applicant and Commission members to schedule the
site walk prior to the Wednesday September 3, 2025 next Inland Wetlands Commission regular
meeting.

Upon a motion made and seconded (Fox/Simons) it was unanimously

VOTED: To accept the application for the regulated activity within a wetland and upland review
area for the construction of stone dust paths and mowed paths at 35 Mountain Road.
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Evan Guerrera — 25 Wolf Pit Road

Regulated activity within an upland review area for an Eagle Scout Service Project for the
installation of four benches alongside a pond.

Evan Guerra, Troop 68 Eagle Scout Candidate, presented the application for the installation of
four new benches in front of the existing benches along the pond at East Farms Elementary
School, 25 Wolf Pit Road. Mr. Guerra described that minor cleaning of the area will be required,
and the benches will be secured with bench anchors and not installed on a concrete pad or
require excavation. The Commission asked if the old benches will be removed as part of this
project. Mr. Guerra responded that he would need to review with the School Principal regarding
her desire to keep or remove the existing benches.

Upon a motion made and seconded (Simpson/Simons) it was unanimously

VOTED: The make the determination that the Eagle Scout Service Project for the installation of
four benches alongside a pond as presented and on file with the Planning Department is
permitted as a non-regulated use in wetlands and watercourses per Section 4.B.2 of the Inland
Wetlands Regulations, with the condition the Applicant continues to coordinate with Town Staff
regarding whether the existing benches will be removed, and if so, they be removed with the
least amount of ground disturbance.

PLANNER’S REPORT

No Planner’s Report.

MINUTES
Upon a motion made and seconded (Simons/Berlandy) it was unanimously

VOTED: to approve the July 2, 2025 Inland Wetlands Commission meeting minutes.

Upon a motion made and seconded (Simons/Simpson) it was

VOTED: 5 in favor (Statchen, Simpson, Kelsey, Simons, Carveth) 2 abstentions (Fox, Berlandy) to
approve the July 9, 2025 Inland Wetlands Commission site walk minutes.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:06pm.

LDH



