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Agenda 

Town of Farmington, CT  

Ad Hoc Sidewalk Committee 
Tuesday, August 5, 2025 

ZOOM Webinar 
12:00 P.M. 

 

Please note that this meeting will be held online 
 

Please click the link below to access the webinar: 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82376520700  

 
Webinar ID: 823 7652 0700 

 
 

A. Call to Order.   

 
B. Public Comment. 

 

C. New Business. 
1) To discuss and solicit input from the Ad Hoc Sidewalk Committee on the 

Meadow Road Sidewalk Project. 
2) To reschedule the August 26, 2025, Ad Hoc Sidewalk Committee meeting 

to August 28, 2025 at 5:00 p.m. in the Town Hall Council Chambers.  
 

D. Adjournment.  
 

 

 

 

CC: Committee Members 
Russ Arnold, Director of Public Works/Town Engineer 

Maureen Frink, Town Clerk 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82376520700
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MOTION:            Agenda Item C-1 
 

To discuss and solicit input from the Ad Hoc Sidewalk Committee on the Meadow 
Road Sidewalk Project. 

 
NOTE:  
 

As you know, the Town applied for and was awarded a grant for the construction of 
a new sidewalk on Meadow Road.  This grant will fund approximately 50% of the 

construction of the new sidewalk, and the Town’s capital budget will cover the 
balance.  We applied for this grant because of community interest and because it 
was determined that the proposed sidewalk would be a substantial direct benefit to 

the community at large.  The proposed sidewalk will connect numerous 
neighborhoods to our townwide rails-to-trails system, and an elementary school.   

 
This is the Town’s first grant-funded project for the construction of an entirely new 
sidewalk. The sidewalk will be required to comply with Chapter 169, “Streets and 

Sidewalks.”  Recently, two abutting property owners expressed opposition to the 
proposed sidewalk being constructed within the right-of-way adjacent to their 

properties. It is not required that the Town seek input from abutting property 
owners during the planning phase, as there is a public hearing process per Chapter 
169.  The Town proceeded with applying for this grant as we believed the project 

would provide a significant public benefit and that no construction costs would be 
assessed to those property owners. 

 
The Town Council may ultimately need to weigh the overall public benefit of the 

project against the concerns raised by adjacent homeowners. To better inform that 
decision, we are considering surveying all abutting property owners to assess the 
level of support or opposition before initiating the public hearing process. 

 
A key question remains: if the majority of abutting property owners oppose the 

project, should it still move forward? 
 
I am looking for input from the Ad Hoc Committee on: 

 
1) Should the Town survey abutting property owners regarding their level of 

support or opposition? 

2) Should the Town include all residents on the street in this survey, 
including property owners that will not have the sidewalk directly on their 
property? (Separate survey questions from abutting property owners).   

3) Input on the draft survey questions (see attached). 

 
/Attachment 
 

 
 

 
 



Abutting Property Owner Sidewalk Interest Survey 

The Town of Farmington has been awarded a grant to construct a sidewalk on 
Meadow Road from New Britain Avenue to across the street from Wisteria Lane. 
This proposed sidewalk would connect many neighborhoods to the Rails to Trails 
system and Westwoods Upper Elementary School, supporting pedestrian access, 
safety, and community connectivity. 

The Town is proposing that the sidewalk be constructed within the Town’s right-of-
way adjacent to your property.  Per our Town ordinance, a public hearing will be 
held on the proposed sidewalk. Before scheduling the public hearing, the Town is 
asking abutting property owners to complete this survey. The Town also plans to 
meet individually with abutting property owners to address any specific questions or 
concerns prior to the public hearing. 

Please note: While the Town has completed the preliminary planning and design 
phases for this project, it has not been formally approved by the Town Council per 
our ordinance.  The next step is a public hearing, after which the Town Council will 
take formal action.   

Important considerations: 

• Per Chapter 169, “Streets and Sidewalks” of the Farmington Town Ordinance,
the Town has the authority to construct sidewalks and assess property
owners for associated costs when work occurs within the public right-of-way.
While input from abutting property owners is always valued, formal
permission is not required. In this case, however, the full cost of construction
will be covered by the Town and grant funding.

• Even though abutting property owners will not be assessed the cost of
construction of the sidewalk, abutting property owners will be responsible for
ongoing and future maintenance/repairs of the sidewalk, including snow and
ice removal.

• Abutting property owners will also be liable for any injuries or issues related
to the condition of the sidewalk in front of their property.

Agenda Item C-1



 

Abutting Property Owner Sidewalk Interest Survey Questions: 

Name: ____________________________________ 
 
Address: __________________________________ 
 
Email or Phone: ___________________________ 

Instructions: (Add) 

1. How important is walkability and pedestrian safety in your 
neighborhood to you? 
☐ Very Important 
☐ Somewhat Important 
☐ Not Important 

 

2. Would you be in favor of having a sidewalk constructed in front of 
your home? 
☐ Yes 
☐ No 
☐ Not Sure 

If no, why?: ___________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

3. Additional Comments: 
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MOTION:    Agenda Item C-2 

To reschedule the August 26, 2025, Ad Hoc Sidewalk Committee meeting to August 
28, 2025 at 5:00 p.m. in the Town Hall Council Chambers.  


