Minutes
Town of Farmington, CT
Ad Hoc Sidewalk Committee
Thursday, August 28, 2025
Town Hall Council Chambers/ZOOM
5:00 P.M.

Attendees:

Keith Vibert, Town Council Member

Kathy Blonski, Town Manager

Kat Krajewski, Assistant Town Manager

Russ Arnold, Director of Public Works/Town Engineer
Devon Aldave, Clerk of the Committee

Absent:
Brian Connolly, Town Council Member

A. Call to Order.
The meeting was called to order at 5:06 P.M.

B. Public Comment.
Mr. Paul Krell Jr. is a Bristol resident but owns roughly 5.4 acres of land on
Meadow Road where construction of a new sidewalk has been proposed. Mr.
Krell stated that he believed that the Ad Hoc Sidewalk Committee was
created primarily as an outgrowth of the Meadow Road sidewalk project. He
also spoke about his daughter, Ms. Alison Krell, and her letter featured in the
correspondence section. Mr. Krell voiced his support for a survey of the
community members near Meadow Road to gauge support for the new
sidewalk. Mr. Krell also raised concerns over the issue of liability and
responsibility for any new sidewalks. He was also concerned with a lack of
cutaways in the sidewalk preventing him from accessing his property on
Meadow Road. He also stated that the presence of a sidewalk can decrease
the value of land if no cutaways are allowed. Mr. Krell also said that the town
had previously provided residents with a way to opt out of the construction of
sidewalks on their property. He also brought up a proposal for the
maintenance of all sidewalks by the Town of Farmington. Mr. Krell stated that
he was speaking to an attorney and could be forced to sell his property if the
sidewalk were installed given the current ordinance.

Mr. Josh Davidson is a Farmington resident living on Basswood Road. Mr.
Davidson stated his support for the construction of sidewalks as a public
good but disagreed with the town’s approach to that good. Mr. Davidson
voiced disapproval of the Town’s approach to liability surrounding sidewalks
with him drawing a comparison to government maintenance of public roads.
He asserted that the burden of sidewalk costs and maintenance does not
correspond with those who use the sidewalks. He illustrated this by using the
example of streets with a sidewalk on only one side of the road, where half
the homeowners carry the burden of sidewalk maintenance while the entire



road benefits from its use. He stated that this policy must be changed in
order for the concerns surrounding sidewalk construction to be resolved. Mr.
Davidson expressed his desire for this issue of liability to be resolved before
the Meadow Road project or any other projects are continued. He also said
that changing the Town of Farmington’s sidewalk ordinance would completely
reframe the question on any survey. Thus, Mr. Davidson argues, the
ordinance must be changed first before a survey is put forth. Mr. Davidson
voiced his three primary demands: a revision of the Town sidewalk
ordinance, a professional inventory of all sidewalks in Farmington, and the
development of a precise master plan for sidewalk construction. He felt that
this master plan should focus on improving pedestrian safety, increasing
connectivity between neighborhoods, filling critical gaps between existing
sidewalks, and finding areas of significant strategic importance or high
population density without sidewalks.

C. Correspondence.
1) Allison Krell
The correspondence was included in the agenda packet.

D. Minutes.
1) To approve the minutes from the July 8, 2025, meeting.
A quorum was not present so no action was taken.

2) To approve the minutes from the August 5, 2025, meeting.
A quorum was not present so no action was taken.

E. Adjournment.
The committee decided to adjourn the meeting after public comment due to
a quorum not being present.
The meeting was adjourned at 5:24 P.M.
Respectfully Submitted,

Thomas Boyd Clerk
Ad Hoc Sidewalk Committee Intern



