
TOWN OF FARMINGTON  

INLAND WETLANDS COMMISSION  

MEETING MINUTES 

 

September 17, 2025 

 

Present for the online web conference were Commissioners Statchen, Berlandy, Simpson, Fox, 

Simons, and Alternate Commissioner Carveth. Senior Assistant Town Planner Cyr and Clerk 

Hansen were also present. The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm.  

 

Present in the Development Conference Room were Senior Assistant Town Planner Cyr and 

Clerk Hansen. All others were present online.  

 

Commissioners Isner, Kelsey, and Alternate Commissioner Santos were absent.  

 

Chair Statchen announced Agenda Item #4, FCP One LLC application has been withdrawn by 

the applicant. Senior Assistant Town Planner Cyr explained the withdrawal request was received 

late in the day.  

 

Alternate Commissioner Carveth was seated for Commissioner Isner. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS  

 

Hill-Stead Museum – 35 Mountain Road 

Regulated activity within a wetland and upland review area for the construction of stone dust 

paths and mowed paths.  

Dr. Anna Swinbourne, Executive Director & CEO of the Hill-Stead Museum, reiterated the 

project noting the goal of the project is to revive the garden with sensitivity to the wetlands and 

recapture the essence of the experience of walking the grounds. Dr. Swinbourne thanked the 

Commission for the Monday September 8, 2025 site walk. She also stated that since 1947 the 

Hill-Stead Museum has managed the 152-acre parcel for the not only the historic home and the 

artwork collection, but also stewardship to the outdoor aspects of the museum property.  

 

Shavaun Towers, Landscape Architect with The Project Studio, spoke about how the intent of 

the project is to replicate the original pathway layout to the extent feasible while respecting the 

wetlands. Ms. Towers shared the updated site plan emphasizing the wetland limit of the project 

area. Due to the extent of wetlands along the lower (southerly) portion of the project area, the 

plan is to construct the walkway in phases. The current phase is to work in the drier areas along 

the easterly edge of the driveway and the westerly edge of the sheep pasture. The plan is to 

construct both paved (stone dust surface) and mowed paths and follow the existing contour of the 

property. Both paths are proposed to be 4ft wide, and the paved sections will have a 3ft to 4ft 

wide verge on each side of the path. The verge areas will consist of seed and include native and 

wetland plantings. The second phase will be through the large area of wetlands and require a 

detailed engineering plan and involve additional funding and another application with the 

Commission.  
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The Commission thanked the applicant for their presentation and for the site visit to help 

understand the layout for the historic stone dust and mowed grass paths. The Commission asked 

about the paths proposed location compared to the historical location.  Ms. Towers explained the 

location is as close as possible, however modified slightly to reduce the amount of wetland 

impacts.  The Commission also asked about any interpretive signage to be installed. Ms. Towers 

and Dr. Swinbourne explained that the intent would be to install educational signage about the 

history and stewardship of the property, highlighting the importance of wetlands, which will 

include information about the native plantings as part of the project.  

Upon a motion made and seconded (Simons/Simpson) it was unanimously 

 

VOTED: The application for regulated activity within a wetland and upland review area for the 

construction of stone dust paths and mowed paths is a non-significant regulated activity and does 

not require a public hearing. 

 

 

Upon a motion made and seconded (Simpson/Simons) it was unanimously 

 

VOTED: To approve the application for the regulated activity within a wetland and upland 

review area for the construction of stone dust paths and mowed paths at 35 Mountain Road as 

presented, discussed, and on file with the Planning Department and continue to communicate 

with Town Staff for progress and installation of straw wattle for soil and erosion control 

measures. 

 

Senior Assistant Town Planner Cyr, reminded any new attendees to the meeting, Agenda Item 

#4, FCP One LLC application has been withdrawn by the applicant. 

 

 

Sugyan Das – 37 Tanbark Trail (Lot 7)  

 

Regulated activity work within an upland review area for the construction of a third garage bay, 

addition, and deck expansion.  Applicant and homeowner Sugyan Das presented the application.  

 

Commissioner Fox announced that he reviewed the previous meeting minutes, watched the 

Zoom recording and stated he is comfortable with participating in this application. He asked if 

the existing underground infiltrator will be expanded to accept the increased roof area runoff. 

Mr. Das stated that it will be and will discuss with his contractor during construction. The 

Commission did not have any further questions and noted that it was previously determined to be 

a non-significant regulated activity. 

 

Upon a motion made and seconded (Simons/Fox) it was unanimously 

 

VOTED: To approve the application for the regulated activity within an upland review area for 

construction of a third garage bay, home addition, and deck expansion at 37 Tanbark Trail as 

presented, discussed, and on file with the Planning Department and continue to communicate 

with Town Staff regarding the roof infiltration requirements and the installation of straw wattle 

for erosion control measures. 
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Ryan Jaworski – 10 Ridgeview Drive 

Regulated activity within an upland review area for the removal and filling of an inground 

swimming pool and installation of 2” stone anti-tracking pad. 

 

Ryan Jaworski presented the scope of the project and stated the approximate 50 year old 

inground pool is in a state of disrepair and would like to demolish, excavate, and bring in fill and 

topsoil to restore the area. The pool and patio will be removed using a pneumatic hammer and 

mini excavator. Mr. Jaworski stated a new smaller patio would be constructed in the future but 

will have to wait at least 12 months for the fill to settle prior to any installation.  

 

Mr. Jaworski stated the contractor is proposing to install a 2” stone anti-tracking pad at the edge 

of road, for access to the property, alongside the west side of the home. He also stated that 

besides the removal of the emerald arborvitae surrounding the pool, they would also like to 

remove the one distressed diseased tree in the front yard in the middle of the horseshoe 

driveway.  

 

Upon a motion made and seconded (Fox/Simpson) it was unanimously 

 

VOTED: To accept the application for the regulated activity within an upland review area for the 

removal and filling of an inground swimming pool and installation of 2” stone anti-tracking pad 

is a non-significant regulated activity and does not require a site walk at 10 Ridgeview Drive. 

 

Chair Statchen stated Agenda Item #4, FCP One LLC application has been withdrawn by the 

applicant. 

 

 

OTHER BUSINESS 

 

The Commission reviewed the proposed 2026 CIWC meeting schedule. Chair Statchen asked if 

the July meeting dates should be adjusted and suggested Wednesday July 8, 2026 and 

Wednesday July 22, 2026 as alternate dates.  

 

PLANNER’S REPORT 

  

Senior Assistant Town Planner Cyr shared with the Commission an update that the removal of 

the Winchell-Smith Dam has been completed. Town Staff meet on September 16, 2025 with the 

contractor River Logic Solutions, the Engineer Princeton Hydro, FRWA, CTDEEP, and Miss 

Porters for a final walkthrough. The dam and concrete abutments had been removed, and the 

riverbank restoration completed. The riverbank restoration included topsoil, conservation seed 

mix, and a biodegradable erosion control mat to stabilize the area. Mr. Cyr also shared that the 

FRWA may be adding additional native trees, shrub, and wetland species plantings this fall. 

 

 

 

 



Inland Wetlands Commission Minutes 

September 17, 2025 

4 

MINUTES  

 

Upon a motion made and seconded (Fox/Simpson) it was unanimously  

 

VOTED: to approve the September 3, 2025 Inland Wetlands Commission meeting minutes. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:48pm.  


