TOWN OF FARMINGTON
INLAND WETLANDS COMMISSION
MEETING MINUTES
October 1, 2025
Present for the online web conference were Commissioners Statchen, Isner, Simpson, Fox,
Simons, and Alternate Commissioner Carveth. Senior Assistant Town Planner Cyr and Clerk

Hansen were also present. The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm.

Present in the Development Conference Room were Senior Assistant Town Planner Cyr and
Clerk Hansen. All others were present online.

Commissioner Berlandy and Alternate Commissioner Santos were absent.

Alternate Commissioner Carveth was seated for Commissioner Berlandy.

NEW BUSINESS

Ryan Jaworski — 10 Ridgeview Drive

Regulated activity within an upland review area for the removal and filling of an inground
swimming pool and installation of a 2” stone anti-tracking pad.

Ryan Jaworski presented the scope of the project and described that the inground pool is in a

state of disrepair and he would like to demolish, excavate, and import fill and topsoil to restore
the area. The pool and patio will be removed as required by the building code, using a pneumatic
hammer and mini excavator. He also stated that besides the removal of the emerald arborvitae
surrounding the pool, they are requesting to remove one distressed diseased tree in the front yard
in the middle of the horseshoe driveway. The Commission had previously determined a site visit
was not needed and determined the project is a non-significant regulated activity. Mr. Jaworski

responded that the existing pool patio pavers will be removed from the site as part of this project.

Upon a motion made and seconded (Simpson/Simons) it was unanimously

VOTED: To approve the application for the regulated activity within an upland review area for
the removal and filling of an inground swimming pool, installation of a 2” stone anti-tracking
pad, and tree removal at 10 Ridgeview Drive as presented, discussed, and on file in the Planning
Office, with the condition to continue to communicate with Town Staff during construction and
the installation of a double row of straw wattle and silt fence for soil erosion control measures.

David Tice — 12 Whispering Rod Road
Regulated activity within an upland review area for tree removal, garage addition, and addition
to front porch.

David Tice presented the application to remove trees from his back and side yard primarily
because large branches from the trees are falling near the house and garage. Mr. Tice explained
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he is primarily concerned with the safety of his family and property. The Commission asked if a
professional arborist had evaluated the health of the trees that are of concern. Mr. Tice stated that
he has not, however, described a recent incident involving a side yard tree that is approximately
12 feet from the house, which lost a branch and ripped the electrical service off the home. Senior
Assistant Town Planner Cyr shared photos of the trees in both the rear and side yards. The
Commission asked if stumps are to be removed, in which Mr. Tice responded that the stumps
will be ground in-place, and new lawn will be planted to help absorb water from the damp soil.

Mr. Cyr noted the applicant included drainage improvements in the application. Mr. Tice
responded he is proposing to install a curtain drain around his home to avoid water getting into
the basement as the sump pump runs periodically. Mr. Cyr stated he is aware of high
groundwater in the neighborhood, however, due to the minimal grade change in the area, a
curtain drain would not be able to flow by gravity and as such a sump pump would still be
required. As the limits of the drainage work were not clear, Mr. Cyr suggested the Commission
could accept the application for the tree removal and include an area for the drainage work
within say 5 to 10 feet of the home, and if the applicant determined that more extensive
excavation would be required, then a separate inland wetlands application may be required after
further review by the Commission. The Commissioners stated that when the trees and stumps are
removed, all debris, including woodchips, shall be removed from the property and not placed in
the adjacent wooded area. The applicant agreed to the removal of all tree debris from the

property.

Mr. Cyr also informed the Commission the project would include an addition to the existing
garage, enclosing the existing front porch, and the construction of a new front porch along the
northeast corner of the home.

The Commission suggested the applicant review the intended drainage improvements and update
the Commission at the October 15" meeting.

It was determined a site walk was not required.

Upon a motion made and seconded (Fox/Isner) it was unanimously

VOTED: To accept the application for the regulated activity within an upland review area for
tree removal, garage addition, enclosed porch, and construction of a new porch at 12 Whispering
Rod Road.

Upon a motion made and seconded (Isner/Simons) it was unanimously

VOTED: The application for regulated activity within a wetland and upland review area for tree

removal, garage addition, enclosed porch, and construction of a new porch is a non-significant
regulated activity and does not require a public hearing.

Jennifer Villa — 303 & Lot 8487 Meadow Road
Regulated activity within a wetland and upland review area for the installation of an irrigation
pump house, pump, and associated intake line, for a farm irrigation system.
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Jennifer Villa introduced her consultant, Matt Cass, who described the project to install a 6ft x
8ft pump house, irrigation pump, and associated intake lines for farm irrigation purposes. The
underground irrigation piping has already been installed. Mr. Cass stated that he will be
connecting the new pump into the existing irrigation system . The applicant has requested the
Commission make a determination the work is permitted as a non-regulated use in wetlands and
watercourses as a farming exemption per Section 4.A.1 of the Inland Wetlands Regulations or
accept application.

Commissioner Isner discussed the potential to reduce the wetland impact with the use of helical
piles instead of the typical concrete form tube to support the small pump house. Commissioner
Isner also indicated he felt the construction is a regulated activity that is not subject to the
agricultural exemption. The Commission asked if the pump house will be installed on town
owned land. Senior Assistant Town Planner Cyr explained that the new pump house would be
installed on the town-owned property lot 8487 Meadow Road, which is leased by the applicant,
and the work for the application has been approved by the Town Manager.

Upon a motion made and seconded (Simons/Fox) it was

VOTED: 5 in favor (Statchen, Fox, Simpson, Simons, Carveth) to 1 opposed (Isner) the
determination the activity within a wetland and upland review area for the installation of a pump
house, pump, and intake line, is permitted as a non-regulated use in wetlands and watercourses as
a farming exemption per Section 4.A.1 of the Inland Wetlands Regulations, as presented,
discussed, and on file with the Planning Department, with the condition to coordinate with Town
Staff regarding installation of erosion control and to communicate with Town Staff during
construction.

Michael Anderson — 8 Asbury Hollow
Regulated activity within an upland review area for the installation of an in-ground “soake” pool,
patio, and fireplace.

Michael Anderson described the project for a new “soake” pool, patio, firepit, and connecting
walkway. Mr. Anderson described the soil erosion control protection measures to include silt
fence and straw wattle around the periphery of the work area to the rear of the house. The project
also includes an outdoor shower and changing room. Senior Assistant Town Planner Cyr stated
he had reviewed the shower with the Farmington Valley Health District. They indicated a cold
water rinse shower can drain to the ground or a dry well as proposed on the plans, however, if
hot water is added, the drain shall connect to an approved septic disposal system or the Town
sanitary sewer. Senior Assistant Town Planner Cyr stated an outdoor shower is not permitted to
be connected to the Town sanitary sewer system, as the shower would need to be fully enclosed
to prevent collection of any unnecessary rain and other runoff from the surrounding area.

It was determined a site walk was not required.
Upon a motion made and seconded (Simons/Simpson) it was unanimously
VOTED: To accept the application for regulated activity within an upland review area for the

installation of an in-ground “soake” pool, patio, and fireplace and the project is a non-significant
regulated activity and does not require a public hearing.
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142B Brickyard Realty LI.C — 148 Brickyard Road (Cease and Desist)

Alan Bongiovanni, Licensed Surveyor, and Property Owner, Tim Vibert, discussed the tree
cutting that took place eight months ago along the westerly portion of the property and the recent
deposition of fill onto the property. He stated he has been coordinating with Town staff on an
application to expand the parking area on the property. Mr. Bongiovanni explained the owner
recently accepted fill from the nearby construction project at Big Sky Fitness, 94 Brickyard
Road, and accepted the fill in anticipation of the project. Mr. Bongiovanni stated he is in the
process of completing the plans, and should have an Inland Wetlands application ready in time
for the next Inland Wetlands Commission meeting. The timeframe for the project is to conduct
permitting now during the winter months and hold off until spring 2026 for construction. Mr.
Bongiovanni stated that silt fence and straw waddle will be placed to stabilize and secure the site.
The Commission discussed the need for immediate installation of the soil erosion and control
measures and to table the cease and desist order until the next regular Inland Wetlands
Commission meeting scheduled for Wednesday, October 15, 2025. The Commission requested
the applicant coordinate with Town staff on the installation and inspection of the erosion control.

Brianna Brochu — 114 West Avon Road (Cease and Desist)

Senior Assistant Town Planner Cyr discussed the disturbance conducted within a wetland area
on property at 114 West Avon Road that also encompasses property of 120 West Avon Road,
116 West Avon Road, and 100 West Avon Road. Mr. Cyr described that all the adjoining
properties drain to this low point resulting in intermittent ponding. It appears the area has a high
groundwater table, resulting in an extended period of significant inundation of water that changes
in size and depth throughout the years. Mr. Cyr shared with the Commission the aerial maps and
historic Nearmap images of the site throughout the years. The character of the impoundment
changes with the amount of rainfall and stormwater that drains into this location. Brianna Brochu
spoke about the work they had conducted with a tractor to clean out wood debris and grade the
area. She also spoke about the historic use of the impoundment for ice skating. Ms. Brochu
stated she had spoken with the surrounding neighbors prior to commencing the work.

The Commission stated they will need to understand the extent of the disturbed wetlands and
recommended that a Wetland Scientist perform an evaluation of the site and eventually approval
of a restoration plan. Mr. Cyr stated that he can meet with Ms. Brochu and a Wetland Scientist
on site to start the discussion for the development of a restoration plan and determine any
necessary soil erosion control measures to be installed immediately. The Commission agreed
with staff on the steps to proceed as listed in the Agenda Review.

PLANNER’S REPORT

Senior Assistant Town Planner Cyr shared with the Commission an update that the Farmington
Cemetery Association — Lot 8289 Garden Street driveway reconstruction project has been
completed. Mr. Cyr shared photos of the completed site work and stated that during a rainstorm,
he will perform a site inspection after topsoil and hydroseeding is in place.

Senior Assistant Town Planner Cyr shared with the Commission an update that the Farmington
Land Trust — Lot 8738 River Road project has been completed involving the fishing pier
restoration work. Mr. Cyr shared photos of the installation of stone dust along the trail and
removal of the concrete blocks from the river. The new boulder wall is completed. Topsoil and
plantings will be installed in the spring, and the soil and erosion measures will stay in place until
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completion. The Commission noted the new boulder wall is lower than expected or as originally
shown on the plans. Mr. Cyr stated that the grade has the correct pitch for drainage. The new
boulder wall was difficult to place as shown in the elevation drawings. The Commission asked
about the timeframe for the construction of the handicapped boardwalk and overlook platform.
Mr. Cyr indicated the Land Trust continues to collect funds for the project and has indicated
work can commence as early as 2026.

MINUTES

Upon a motion made and seconded (Simons/Fox) it was unanimously

VOTED: to approve the September 08, 2025 Inland Wetlands Commission Site Walk meeting
minutes.

Upon a motion made and seconded (Simpson/Simons) it was unanimously

VOTED: to approve the September 17, 2025 Inland Wetlands Commission meeting minutes.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:41pm.



