
TOWN OF FARMINGTON  
INLAND WETLANDS COMMISSION  

MEETING MINUTES 
 

October 15, 2025 
 
Present for the online web conference were Commissioners Isner, Simpson, Fox, Simons, and 
Alternate Commissioner Carveth. Senior Assistant Town Planner Cyr and Clerk Hansen were 
also present. The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm.  
 
Present in the Development Conference Room were Senior Assistant Town Planner Cyr and 
Clerk Hansen. All others were present online.  
 

Vice Chair Isner served as Acting Chair for the meeting for the excused absence of Chair 
Statchen. 
 

Alternate Commissioner Carveth was seated for Commissioner Statchen. 
 
NEW BUSINESS  
 
David Tice – 12 Whispering Rod Road 
Regulated activity within an upland review area for tree removal, garage addition, and addition 
to front porch. 
 
David Tice presented the application to remove trees from his back and side yard and stated that 
a professional arborist from K&J Tree Service had evaluated the health of the trees that are of 
concern. K&J Tree Service noted that the tree in the front yard also has a mold issue and is 
structurally compromised. Mr. Tice has not decided if he would like to keep this tree or have it 
removed but noted this for the Commission because the front tree was not part of the original 
application. Senior Assistant Town Planner Cyr shared the arborist report and photos of the trees 
in both the rear and side yards. Mr. Tice reiterated that new 2-3” caliper sized trees may be 
planted in the backyard to help absorb water from the damp soil. Mr. Tice then discussed the 
drainage improvements in the application, which includes the installation of a curtain drain along 
a portion of the home. The curtain drain will connect into the existing sump pump and discharge 
to the rear yard. The Commission asked if a trench to bury the sump pump outlet would be part 
of the site work and what kind of equipment would be used.  Mr. Tice responded the outlet pipe 
is only a 2 inch diameter pipe, and that he intended to dig a 6” deep trench in the yard and would 
use a narrow width bucket on an excavator or “ditch witch trencher”. Lastly, Mr. Tice described 
the new front porch site work which would include excavation for a concrete frost wall.  The soil 
from the excavation would be used in the side and backyard to help slope the stormwater 
drainage away from the foundation. He also affirmed that no new topsoil or fill material will be 
imported to the site.   
 
Upon a motion made and seconded (Simons/Simpson) it was unanimously 
 
VOTED: To approve the application for the regulated activity within an upland review area for the 
removal of 13 trees as identified, the drainage work around the house foundation, garage addition, and 
porches addition at 12 Whispering Rod Road as presented, discussed and on file in the Planning Office, 
with the conditions for the installation of a double row of silt fence and straw wattle for soil and erosion 
control measures at the direction of Town Staff, the discharge drainage pipe shall daylight into the lawn 
area terminating before the tree line, and that no woodchips, brush, or any portions of the trees to be 
removed are to be placed into the woods or wetlands to the rear of the property. 
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Michael Anderson – 8 Asbury Hollow 
Regulated activity within an upland review area for the installation of an in-ground “soake” pool, 
patio, and fireplace. 
 
Michael Anderson described the project for a new “soake” pool, patio, firepit, and connecting 
walkway. Mr. Anderson spoke about the soil erosion control protection measures to include silt 
fence and straw wattle around the periphery of the work area to the rear of the house. The project 
also includes an outdoor shower and changing room, which Mr. Anderson stated will be cold 
water only in accordance with his discussions with Farmington Valley Health District. Senior 
Assistant Town Planner Cyr inquired about the pool filter system. Mr. Anderson responded the 
soake pool will have a salt chlorine generated filter system.  
 
Upon a motion made and seconded (Fox/Simons) it was unanimously 
 
VOTED: To approve the application for regulated activity within an upland review area for the 
installation of an in-ground “soake” pool, patio, and fireplace at 8 Asbury Hollow as presented, 
discussed and on file in the Planning Office, with the conditions for the installation of a double 
row of silt fence and straw wattle for soil and erosion control measures at the direction of Town 
Staff, and that during maintenance of the pool, the water is not discharged into the wetlands.  
 
142B Brickyard Realty LLC – 148 Brickyard Road 
148 Brickyard Road (Assessors Lot 3G) - regulated activity within an upland review area for 
landscaping buffer, drainage, and parking lot improvements. 
 
Alan Bongiovanni, Licensed Surveyor, and Property Owner Tim Vibert, discussed the site plan 
modification project to expand the outdoor storage parking area that was approved by the Town 
Plan and Zoning Commission in 2018. Mr. Vibert stated the use of the property is not changing 
and that the property is only for dry storage of impounded vehicles, including tractor trailer 
trucks. The parking area will also be utilized for parking staff vehicles and tow trucks. Mr. 
Bongiovanni stated that no vehicle repair work will occur on this property. He also stated that 
due to this property being in the Aquifer Protection Area, the property will not be utilized for the 
storage of vehicles that have been in an accident and could leak contaminants such as gas, oil, 
and antifreeze. 
 
   Mr. Bongiovanni described the two areas on the property that have been identified as wetlands. 
The intermittent water course drainage swale along the western boundary that runs parallel to the 
Farmington Canal Heritage Trail, which collects stormwater from the rear of the property along 
with a Town of Farmington storm water drainage outlet from Brickyard Road. Another wetland 
area identified along the southerly property line was created from the elimination of a catch basin 
and relocation of the storm drainage system and construction of the drainage swale along the 
westerly property line. This wetland was not delineated at the time of the 2018 site plan 
approval. 
 
Anthony Zemba, Senior Soil Scientist from LandTech, reviewed the two wetland areas that were 
delineated on April 9, 2024.  Wetland A, along the westerly property line, is an intermittent 
streambed.  Wetland B along the southerly property line had been recently cleared of all woody 
vegetation, and is now considered an emergent wetland. Mr. Zemba stated that he performed a 
vernal pool assessment of Wetland B in March 2025, after confirming optimal weather 
conditions for habitat and breeding. He indicated he inspected the area and performed dip-
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netting” and confirmed the area was likely not a breeding pool for obligate vernal pool species.  .  
He further stated the application will not impact the existing wetlands, however, will improve the 
current conditions due to the water quality measures proposed to be implemented. 
 
   Joseph Perugini, Professional Engineer and Project Manager with Weston & Sampson 
described the existing conditions and presented the drainage control structures and improvements 
to the site with the construction of the expanded parking area. He then described the 
specifications for the new stormwater detention / infiltration basin. The runoff will be directed to 
catch basins in the low-point of the parking area.  The basins will include catch basin hoods as 
well as bio skirts to assist with capturing hydrocarbons and oil. The runoff will then flow through 
a manhole with a “SAFL Baffle” and hood, to meet the requirements for 80% TSS removal.  The 
runoff would then flow into an infiltration basin, which will retain and infiltrate up to the 10yr 
storm event.  The system includes a weir which will direct any flow greater than the 10yr storm 
to swale which will flow west into the existing swale that runs parallel to the westerly rear 
property line.  The basin will include a forebay to assist with collecting any sediment. The 
stormwater system is designed to reduce the peak runoff for the 100-year storm.  The plan 
includes a tracking pad and erosion control consisting of silt fence encompassing the disturbed 
areas. 
 
   The Commission discussed the timeline to allow adequate time for staff review; site walk, and 
scheduling for a potential public hearing. Senior Assistant Town Planner Cyr also noted that the 
applicant also has an application with the Town Plan and Zoning Commission. The Commission 
determined that a site walk would be required asked whether the silt fence and straw waddle had 
been placed to stabilize and secure the site. Mr. Cyr reviewed the photos from his inspection on 
October 10th, and Mr. Bongiovanni stated the repairs would be completed within the next few 
days.  The Commission requested the applicant coordinate with Town staff on the repairs to the 
erosion control. 
 
Upon a motion made and seconded (Simons/Simpson) it was unanimously 
 
VOTED: To accept the application for regulated activity within an upland review area for 
landscaping buffer, drainage, and parking lot improvements at 148 Brickyard Road (Assessors 
Lot 3G) 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
142B Brickyard Realty LLC – 148 Brickyard Road (Cease and Desist) 
Cease & Desist for conduct of regulated activity without a permit for property located at 148 
Brickyard Road (Assessors Lot 3G). 
 
   The Commission determined that the Cease & Desist order will stay in place until the 
application for regulated activity within an upland review area for landscaping buffer, drainage, 
and parking lot improvements at 148 Brickyard Road (Assessors Lot 3G) has been considered.  
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Brianna Brochu – 114 West Avon Road (Cease and Desist) 
Cease & Desist for conduct of regulated activity without a permit for property located at 114 
West Avon Road. 
 
   Senior Assistant Town Planner Cyr updated the Commission to let them know that he has been 
in communication with Brianna Brochu regarding the next steps for the wetlands restoration. Mr. 
Cyr reported that Ms. Brochu has been attempting to find and contract with a Wetland Scientist 
to perform an evaluation of the site and eventually development of a restoration plan. Mr. Cyr 
stated that he will continue to work with Ms. Brochu.  
 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Upon a motion made and seconded (Simpson/Fox) it was unanimously 
 
VOTED: To approve the 2026 meeting schedule as presented 
 
 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
 
The Commission agreed to table the Election of Officers until the Wednesday, November 5, 
2025 regular meeting.  
 
 
PLANNER’S REPORT 
  
None 

 

MINUTES  
 
Upon a motion made and seconded (Fox/Simons) it was unanimously  
 
VOTED: to approve the Wednesday, October 1, 2025 Inland Wetlands Commission meeting 
minutes. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:03pm. 


