Attachment 1
TOWN OF FARMINGTON, CT
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
October 15, 2025 Minutes

Present Staff

Bill Wadsworth

Bob Reeve Rose Ponte
Tommy Hyde

Dan Kleinman
Abby Boretto
Amy Palumbo

A. Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 5:30 pm by Chairman Bill Wadsworth.

B. Public Comment - no public comment

C. To approve May 14, 2025 minutes
A motion was made and seconded by (Hyde/Kleinman) to approve the minutes. Motion

approved

D. To Elect a Chairperson and Vice Chairperson
a. Motion to Elect Chairperson to serve through September 30, 2027. A motion was
made and seconded ( Boretto/Kleinman) to elect Bill Wadsworth to serve as
Chairman. Motion Carried

b. Motion to Elect Vice Chairperson through September 30, 2027
Motion was made and seconded ( Reeve/Hyde) to elect Daniel Kleinman as Vice
Chairperson . Motion carried.

E. Cultural District Update

a. The Art Studio Tour was held on September 20, 2025 and was led by Kate Emery and
the Farmington Art Circle with support from the Cultural District Committee. The
culture District help promote the event and provided signage for each of the studios.
Capture the Concept videotaped the various studios. They learned valuable lessons
from this first attempt and will incorporate them in next year's tour.

b. Discussion of the Draft Cultural District Charge document- Tabled

F. Discussion of the Economic Impact Award - Attachment 3
Commissioners discussed the draft language for the proposed award as well as the
nomination process and whether the award should be awarded in several categories, such
as a small business impact award and a large business impact award. Overall
Commissioner’s reached consensus that the award should not be diluted and one award a
year should be awarded. With the number of impactful businesses in town, the
Commissioners felt it would not be a problem selecting appropriate recipients. The
award specifications and policy will be finalized during the November meeting.

G. Fall Economic Development Breakfast
a. The Fall Business Breakfast date was changed to November 12tto accommodate
David Rotatori's schedule. As the breakfast sponsor David really wanted to be
present. Rose worked with UCONN Health and the Polo Club to reschedule the date.
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b. Discussion of Anniversary Proclamation Award Policy

The original policy stipulated that the EDC would issue a proclamation to a local

business upon reaching milestones of 25, 50, or 100 years. Rose noted that

businesses reaching anniversaries not specified in the policy could potentially be

overlooked. Commissioner Kleinman suggested a simple solution: revise the

language to recognize any business that has reached a milestone of at least 25, 50,

or 100 years. Consensus was reached to allow this change to the policy.

H. Monthly Economic Development Activity Report
a. Recap Dept of Labor Job Fair
The job fair was a partnership between the State Dept. of Labor and Farmington
Economic Development Dept. The Fair took place on October 9* and over 300
people attended. We supported the project by contacting our largest employer and
telling them about the opportunity.

b. Tunxis Foundation Economic Development Breakfast October 21, 2025
This year's breakfast will take place at the Doubletree in Bristol. This is a fundraiser for
the Tunxis College Foundation that uses the funding to assist student with grants that
allow many of them to continue to stay in school and graduate with a degree.

I. Adjournment
A motion was made and seconded (Hyde/ Boretto ) to adjourn the meeting at 6:20 pm.
Motion passed

Respectfully Submitted,
Rose Ponte Economic Development Director
CC: Economic Development Commissioners



