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Agenda
Town of Farmington, CT
Ad Hoc Sidewalk Committee
Monday, November 17, 2025
Town Hall Council Chambers/ZOOM
5:30 P.M.

Please click the link below to access the webinar:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81830398890

Webinar ID: 818 3039 8890

Call to Order.
Public Comment.
Correspondence.

Minutes.
1) To approve the minutes from the September 24, 2025, meeting.

New Business.

1) To review the Charge of the Committee.

2) To review the Current Municipal Policy, Practice, and Criteria for Funding
Private Sidewalk Repair and New Construction.

3) To review the Process for a Resident(s) to Request Town Funding for New
Sidewalk Construction.

4) To identify and prioritize areas of Town for potential new sidewalk
construction.

5) Next Steps.

6) Meeting Schedule.

Adjournment.
Committee Members

Russ Arnold, Director of Public Works/Town Engineer
Maureen Frink, Town Clerk


https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81830398890
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MOTION: Agenda Item D-1
To approve the minutes from the September 24, 2025, meeting.

/Attachment



Agenda Item D-1

Minutes
Ad Hoc Sidewalk Committee
Wednesday, September 24, 2025
Town Hall Council Chambers / Zoom
5:00 P.M.

Attendees:

Brian Connolly, Town Council Member

Keith Vibert, Town Council Member

Kathy Blonski, Town Manager

Kat Krajewski, Assistant Town Manager

Russ Arnold, Director of Public Works/Town Engineer
Devon Aldave, Clerk of the Committee

A. Call to Order.
The meeting was called to order at 5:00 P.M.

B. Public Comment.

Mr. Albert Petrauskas, speaking on behalf of himself and his wife Ms. Jane
Petrauskas, property at 355 Meadow Road in town. Mr. Petrauskas expressed
concern regarding the resident’s responsibility to clear the sidewalk. He argued that
the sidewalk should be maintained by the town. Mr. Petrauskas also stated that he
was alarmed that the installation of the sidewalk on Meadow Road would disrupt the
ecosystem and cause flooding on his property. Mr. Petrauskas and Town Engineer
Russ Arnold discussed this flooding.

C. Correspondence.
Ms. Alison Krell sent the attached correspondence.

D. Minutes.
1) To approve the minutes from the July 8, 2025, meeting.
Upon a motion made and seconded (Vibert/Connolly) it was unanimously
voted to approve the minutes from the July 8th, 2025, meeting.

2) To approve the minutes from the August 5, 2025, meeting.
It was unanimously voted to approve the minutes from the August 5th,
2025, meeting.

E. New Business.
1) Sidewalk Inspection Update.

Town Manager Kathy Blonski informed the committee that Ad Hoc Sidewalk
Committee Intern Thomas Boyd Clark has completed his sidewalk
inspections. She informed the committee that most sidewalks in town were
rated B or C on a scale from A to F. That said, there were some sidewalks
given F ratings. Ms. Blonski stated that for the next step someone in Public
Works would inspect the C, D, and F rated sidewalks to get a professional
second opinion to confirm the ratings. Mountain Spring Road was also missed



2)

by Mr. Clark’s inspections, although later inspections were conducted by town
staff revealing that its condition was subpar.

Next Steps.

Ms. Blonski gave a presentation on the current town sidewalk ordinance to
determine what policies should be changed. The committee discussed
different possibilities regarding transferring the responsibility for snow
removal to the Town of Farmington in some circumstances. The committee
also discussed the responsibility for the maintenance and repairs of
sidewalks. The town doesn’t currently strictly enforce this responsibility,
although the degree to which it should be enforced in the future and what
ways was discussed. The committee also considered the conditions under
which a new sidewalk should be installed. It was also agreed that residents
should be notified about planning for new sidewalks beforehand. Ms. Blonski
will compile a list of policy decisions that the Ad Hoc Sidewalk Committee will
need to address.

F. Adjournment.
Upon a motion made and seconded (Connolly/Vibert) it was unanimously voted to
adjourn at 5:52 P.M.

Respectfully Submitted,

Thomas Boyd Clark
Ad Hoc Sidewalk Committee Intern
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MOTION: Agenda Item E-1
To review the Charge of the Committee.
NOTE:

This is where the committee currently stands with regards to the Charge of the
Committee:

Charge of the Committee

To establish a Town Council Ad Hoc Sidewalk Committee to work with Town Staff to
review the existing Sidewalk Ordinance and report community survey results
and recommended ordinance changes to the Town Council.

The Ad Hoc Committee will be charged with the following:

1. Review existing Sidewalk Ordinance and study sidewalk ordinances in other
Towns. - Complete

2. Determine what percentage of the Town currently has sidewalks. -

Complete

Educate the community on the current ordinance and process. — In process.

Hold public meetings, create questions, and hire a consultant to survey the

community to gauge interest in new sidewalks, a town funded sidewalk

program, and the community’s willingness to pay. - N/A (no funding)

5. Develop and include preliminary cost estimates for various options of a town
funded sidewalk program. - In Process. Maintenance/Repair of existing
sidewalks cost estimates complete. Establishing a list of potential
new sidewalk priority areas.

6. Work with Town Plan & Zoning Commission and Town Departments as
needed. - Ongoing

7. Report back to the full Town Council on the results of the survey and
community input. - Incomplete

sl o)
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MOTION: Agenda Item E-2

To review the Current Municipal Policy, Practice, and Criteria for Funding Private
Sidewalk Repair and New Construction.

NOTE:

The Ad Hoc Sidewalk Committee reviewed and approved this policy at their July 8,
2025, meeting.

/Attachment



Agenda Item E-2

Current Municipal Policy, Practice, and Criteria for Funding Private
Sidewalk Repair and New Construction

Town of Farmington Current Policy

It is the Town’s practice and criteria to provide municipal funding or partial funding
for the repair or construction of sidewalks located on private property, that focuses
on projects that offer substantial direct benefits to the community at large. This
policy ensures that any investment of public funds in private sidewalks is justified
by broad, tangible benefits to residents, such as enhanced connectivity,
accessibility, and walkability.

Definition of Substantial Direct Benefit

A substantial direct benefit is defined as a tangible improvement that serves a
substantial number of residents and enhances community-wide accessibility.
Eligible sidewalk projects must demonstrate broad utility by, for example,
connecting numerous neighborhoods to public schools, recreational facilities, trail
systems, or town centers.

Projects that only benefit individual properties or merely connect one neighborhood
to another without providing access to a school, recreational area, trail, or town
center do not qualify as having a direct public benefit. The improvement must
support inclusive, everyday use by the general public and contribute meaningfully
to the municipality’s pedestrian infrastructure.

Eligibility Criteria

To be eligible for municipal funding, a proposed private sidewalk must provide a
substantial direct benefit by meeting as many of the following conditions in addition
to criteria #5:

1. Connection to a Public School
o The sidewalk provides a direct pedestrian route from multiple
neighborhoods to a public K-12 school or public educational facility.
2. Connection to a Recreational Area or Facility
o The sidewalk provides access to a public park, playground, sports field,
community center, or other recreational facility that serves a broad
segment of the population and encourages active, outdoor use.
3. Connection to a Public Trail System
o The sidewalk links multiple neighborhoods to an existing or planned
public trail, greenway, or multi-use path that supports public
recreation and mobility.
4. Enhancement of Walkability in Town Centers
o The sidewalk connects multiple neighborhoods to a designated town
center, mixed-use zone, or commercial area, and improves safe,
pedestrian-friendly access to civic and commercial destinations.
5. Leverage of Outside Grant Funding
o A portion of the sidewalk repair or construction project is funded
through external grants or third-party contributions, and it connects
numerous heighborhoods to a qualifying public destination.



Priority is given to projects that meet more than one of the above criteria,
especially those that combine broad connectivity with public destinations and
external funding support.

The Town has only repaired private sidewalks when grant funds are available. In
these cases, it was determined that the Town and the grant funding would bear the
cost of the repairs instead of the property owner. It is the Town’s practice to follow
the same procedure for construction of new sidewalks as the repair of existing
private sidewalks. The Town has not constructed new sidewalks in the last +/- 25
years, but has recently secured grant funding for the construction of a new
sidewalk.

Note: Some locations may be deemed infeasible for new sidewalk construction due
to topographic challenges, winding road alignments, or safety concerns. Even if
these areas meet public benefit criteria, such conditions may render construction
cost-prohibitive and therefore ineligible for funding.
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MOTION: Agenda Item E-3

To review the Process for a Resident(s) to Request Town Funding for New Sidewalk
Construction.

NOTE:

The Ad Hoc Sidewalk Committee reviewed and approved this policy at their July 8,
2025, meeting.

/Attachment



Agenda Item E-3

Process for a Resident(s) to Request Town Funding for New Sidewalk

Construction

Before Project Approval:

[l General Guidelines

Construction of new sidewalks is governed by the attached Chapter 169 “Streets
and Sidewalks” of the Farmington Town Code. The Town has also established the
attached Policy, Practice, and Criteria for funding a new sidewalk.

Review the ordinance and policy.
Determine if the proposed sidewalk meets the criteria for a Town-funded sidewalk.

o If not, your request for funding will be denied, but a new sidewalk may be
constructed through residential assessments. Please contact the Town
Manager’s Office at 860.675.2350, if you wish to pursue construction of a
new sidewalk through residential assessments.

[ ] Submit a Petition

Although not a requirement by ordinance, talk to neighborhood and fellow residents
to gauge interest in constructing a new sidewalk — inform the abutting property
owners that they would not be responsible for the installation costs, but would be
responsible for ongoing maintenance (including snow removal, repairs, and
liability).

Submit a letter to the Town Manager confirming your request for the construction of
a new sidewalk which should include whether or not the supermajority of abutting
property owners are in favor of the proposed sidewalk.

[] Await Town Manager Review & Approval

The Town Manager will determine whether the request has merit and if the sidewalk
meets the criteria as listed in the policy.

It should be noted that even if a request meets the policy criteria, the project cannot
move forward unless both grant and Town budgetary funding are secured and
approved.

The Town Manager will respond to your request regarding approval or denial. If
approved, the response will include information regarding funding availability and
potential timelines.



After Project Approval:

(] Map Preparation

¢ The Town Manager will prepare and file a map of the proposed sidewalk and
properties that may benefit.

[] Town Council Public Hearing Notice
¢ Requester will receive notification of date of public hearing.

e Abutting property owners will receive certified mail with notification of public
hearing.

[] Attend the Public Hearing

e The Town Manager will present the project to the Town Council which will include
project scope, location, and property owner responsibilities.

] Town Council Decision

o After the hearing, the Town Council will approve, reject, or modify the project.

[] Construction

e The Town will proceed with sidewalk construction per Town procedures.
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MOTION: Agenda Item E-4
To identify and prioritize areas of Town for potential new sidewalk construction.

NOTE:

The committee identified the areas listed in the backup. The committee will have
further discussion regarding other potential areas in Town, as well as prioritization
of the list.

/Attachment



Agenda Item E-4

Priority Areas for New Sidewalk Construction

e Coppermine Road

e RT 4 (near Big Bird Bridge)

e New Britain Avenue (RT 6 to Police Station)
e Webster Street

Other Areas Recommended by Residents

Near Batterson Park

The committee will continue to consider other priority areas throughout
Town.
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MOTION: Agenda Item E-5
Next Steps.

To set date(s) and publicize informational meeting(s).

¢ To make recommendations to the Town Council on any changes to the
existing sidewalk ordinance based on community input and the Ad Hoc
Sidewalk Committee’s findings.

Policy Decisions to Consider:

1. Sidewalk Maintenance Responsibilities
a. Determine whether to adjust maintenance responsibilities for new and
existing sidewalks:
i. Repairs
ii. Snow Removal

2. Funding and Cost Responsibility for New Sidewalks
a. Evaluate options for covering the cost of new sidewalk construction:
i. Grant funding
ii. Town funds
iii. Sidewalk fee or tax

3. Town Funding Criteria and Prioritization
a. Establish criteria under which the Town would fund all or a portion of
new sidewalk construction.
b. Develop a priority list based on these criteria.

4. New Construction Process
a. Determine whether property owners in prioritized areas should be
surveyed before project implementation. If property owners are to be
surveyed, at what point in the process?
b. Consider the balance between the public benefit and individual
property impact.

5. Additional Policy Recommendations
a. Identify other recommendations based on feedback from community
input meetings.
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MOTION: Agenda Item E-6
Meeting Schedule.
NOTE:

The Ad Hoc Sidewalk Committee will discuss future meeting dates.





