
Minutes 
Town of Farmington, CT  

Ad Hoc Sidewalk Committee 
Monday, November 17, 2025 

Town Hall Council Chambers/ZOOM 
5:00 P.M. 

Attendees: 

Brian Connolly 
Keith Vibert 

Kathy Blonski 
Russ Arnold 
Kat Krajewski 

Devon Aldave 

A. Call to Order.
The meeting was called to order at 5:03 P.M.

B. Public Comment.
Paul Krell, Jr., owns land on Meadow Road, where construction of a new 
sidewalk has been proposed.  Mr. Krell spoke in opposition to the project and 
stated that he held unofficial conversations with a DEEP official regarding the 
proposed Meadow Road Sidewalk project who opined that the sidewalk would 
not be allowed to be constructed along the Open Space land where the 
sidewalk is proposed.  Mr. Krell requested the Town’s official position with the 
right-of-way.

C. Correspondence.
Katherine Zelko submitted correspondence which is recorded with these 
minutes as Attachment A.

D. Minutes.
1) To approve the minutes from the September 24, 2025, meeting. 

Upon a motion made and seconded (Connolly/Vibert) it was unanimously 
VOTED: to approve the minutes from the September 24, 2025, meeting.

E. New Business.

1) To review the Charge of the Committee.

Kathy Blonski reviewed the charge with the committee.

2) To review the Current Municipal Policy, Practice, and Criteria for 
Funding Private Sidewalk Repair and New Construction.
Kathy Blonski reviewed the Current Municipal Policy, Practice, and Criteria 
for Funding Private Sidewalk Repair and New Construction that the Ad Hoc 
Committee previously approved.

3) To review the Process for a Resident(s) to Request Town Funding 
for New Sidewalk Construction.
Kathy Blonski reviewed the Process for a Resident(s) to Request Town



Funding for New Sidewalk Construction that the Ad Hoc Committee 
previously approved.  

 
4) To identify and prioritize areas of Town for potential new sidewalk 

construction. 
The Ad Hoc Committee discussed the areas that had previously been 

discussed:  
 

• Coppermine Road 
• RT 4 (near Big Bird Bridge) 

• New Britain Avenue (RT 6 to Police Station) 
• Webster Street 
• Batterson Park area 

 

Brian Connolly also heard a request for a sidewalk on Birdseye Road to 
connect the Rebel Dog plaza to the UConn Health area.   
 

5) Next Steps.  
The Ad Hoc Committee discussed holding a public informational meeting 
that would include a presentation as well as breakout groups to gather 
input from residents.  The committee will include an article in the January 

Town Newsletter to advertise the informational meeting. 
 
The Ad Hoc Committee discussed updating the powerpoint to include 
“Policy Decisions to Consider” which will be the questions that each 

breakout group will discuss.   
 

6) Meeting Schedule.   
The Ad Hoc Committee scheduled their next meeting for January 5, 2026, 

at 5:30 p.m. 
 
At that meeting, the Ad Hoc Committee will review: 
 

• Draft Newsletter Article 
• Updated Powerpoint residents 
• List of “Policy Decisions to Consider” and additional questions for 

breakout groups to consider 

• Set February date for public informational meeting 
 

F. Adjournment.  
Upon a motion made and seconded (Vibert/Connolly) it was unanimously 

VOTED: to adjourn at 5:59 P.M. 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Devon Aldave 

Clerk of the Committee 
 



Blonski

From:
Sent:
lo:
Subject:

khzelko@gmail.com
Sunday, November 16,2025 1 1:29 AM

Kathy Blonski
public comment to the Ad Hoc Sidewalk Committee for the 11/17 /25 meeting

Public comment to the Ad Hoc sidewalk committee for the 11117125 meeting:

I wish to express my support for updating our town ordinances and the development of a sidewalk

program in Farmington.

Sidewalks are core public infrastructure. They serye the entire community-residents,.visitors,

students, seniors, and individuals with disabilities-not just the owners of the parcels they pass'

when sidewalk construction and ,"prirr depend solely on adjacent property owners, our community

often ends up with uneven investment, inconsistent maintenance, and safety hazards that persist for

years. This can undermine walkability,'r"dr"" accessibility, and create avoidable liability risks for both

residents and the town.

By assuming responsibility for sidewalks, the town can:

1. Ensure Consistency and Safety: Centralized oversight allows for uniform standards, timely

repairs, and coordinated long-term planning'

2. promote Equity: Shifting the financial burden prevents disproportionate impacts on

homeowners with lower incomes or larger street frontage.

3. strengthen walkability and Economi-c Vitality: well-maintained sidewalks encourage foot

traffic, support local buiinesses, and improve overall quality of life'

4. lncrease Efficiency: The town can complete repairs more cost-effectively by bundling projects

and negotiating competitive contracts'

sidewalks benefit everyone-and, like roads, they should be treated as shared public infrastructure'

Updating these regulations will improve accessibility, safety, and fairness across our community'

I would also like to express strong support for installing a sidewalk along Meadow Road in

Farmington as a nearby resident who uses Meadow Rd frequently, my children also walk and bike on

this road. we often have to move off the road into the bushes while biking or walking- due to the high

speed of traffic and narrow road. Meadow Road is a narrow corridor with steady traffic and relatively

high vehicle speeds, yet it currently offers no safe space for people walking, running or biking' lt also

connects to both the bike trail and Judson Lane where westwoods upper elementary school is

located. Residents, visitors, children and trail users are currently forced to walk on the edge of the

roadway, creating unnecessary and ongoing safety risks.

Meadow Road is an important connector to the nearby multi-use bike trail and runxis Mead park as

well as westwoods school. Many peopte already rely on this route to reach the trail, park or school on

foot or by bicycle, but the absence of pedestrian intrbstructure makes this connection unsafe and

inaccessible for many. A sidewalk would provide a safe, predictable, and ADA-compliant link between

neighborhoods, the school and the trail network'

Attachment A



Adding a sidewalk on Meadow Road would create meaningful benefits for the community, including:

Enhanced safety by separating pedestrians from fast-moving traffic on a curyy, narrow
road.
lmproved connectivity between local neighborhoods, schools, parks, and the regional
trail system.
lncreased accessibility for families with strollers, children walking or biking to
recreational areas, and older adults or individuals with mobility challenges.

Given the clear need and the strong community use of the adjacent trail system as well as connection
to the school, a sidewalk on Meadow Road is a practical and important investment in public safety. A
sidewalk on Meadow Rd meets all criteria in the policy ( "Current Municipal Policy, Practice, and
Criteria for Funding Private Sidewalk Repair and New Construction") provided in the agenda for this
meeting for town funding under E2. I respectfully urge the Town of Farmington to prioritize this
improvement so that Meadow Road can safely serye all members of the community-not just those
traveling by car.

Thank you for your consideration

Sincerely,

Katherine Zelko
Lantern Ct, Farmington
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