Attachment 1
TOWN OF FARMINGTON, CT
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
November 12, 2025 Minutes

Present Staff
Bill Wadsworth
Bob Reeve Rose Ponte

Dan Kleinman
Pete Ramchandani
Abby Boretto

A. Callto Order
The meeting was called to order at 5:30 pm by Chairman Bill Wadsworth.

B. Public Comment - no public comment but students from Farmington High School were in
attendance.

C. To approve October 15, 2025 minutes
A motion was made and seconded by (Reeve/ Boretto ) to approve the minutes. Motion

approved

D. Cultural District Update

a. New Officers : Jocelyn Kennedy was approved as the Chairperson of the Committee.

b. Town Owned buildings Art Center: During one of the Farmington Art Circle monthly
meetings, the former Art Guild of Farmington was brought up. The Farmington Art Guild
was operated out of the historic Union Hall which was owned by the First Church of Christ
Congregational, 1652, in Farmington.

The Church sold the property, and the Farmington Art Guild lost their home. A few
Farmington Art Circle members wrote letters to the Town Manager interested in
exploring the possibility of locating an art center in one of the town owned buildings.
Jocelyn Kennedy, Kate Emery and Rose Ponte toured various town owned buildings and
determined that when the Staples House moves to the Town Hall Annex it would be a
great place to reestablish art space for interested Town residents. The Cultural District
Advisory Committee will be discussing this idea in future meetings.

c. Meet and Greet Event with local Art Groups.

The Advisory Committee will be planning a Meet and Greet between the EDC, the
Cultural Advisory Committee, and the various arts and culture institutions in town, and
possibly their boards of directors. Their goal is to build relationship with the various
organizations and explore how the committee can best support the local arts and cultural
organizations.

d. Approval of the Committee’s guidance document
A motion was made and seconded( Reeve and Boretto ) to approve the Committee’s
guidance document. Motion approved .

E. Monthly Economic Development Activity Report
Commissioners did not have comments concerning Rose’s report. Rose mentioned that
this year's Chamber small business award night will be held on December 12, 2025. Rose
will send Commissioners the event information in case they are interested in attending.
F. Adjournment
A motion was made and seconded (Ramchandani / Boretto ) to adjourn the meeting at 6:10
PM Motion passed

Respectfully Submitted,
Rose Ponte Economic Development Director
CC: Economic Development Commissioners



