






FARMINGTON’S
ORDINANCE

IN LINE WITH MAJORITY OF
SURROUNDING TOWNS

OTHER MUNICIPAL
PRACTICES

TOWNS OFFER FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
FOR REPAIRS BASED ON INCOME

Comparison to other
Communities

FARMINGTON’S
CURRENT PRACTICES

MOST OTHER TOWNS ALSO DO NOT
ACTIVELY ENFORCE REPAIRS/MAINTENANCE
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Town Who is responsible for Who is responsible for snow How does Town enforce?

Farmington Property Owner Property Owner Citations/Lien

Avon Property Owner Property Owner Lien

Bloomfield Property Owner Property Owner Citations/Prosecution

Bristol Property Owner Property Owner Property Owner

Canton Property Owner Property Owner Fines

Ellington Property Owner Property Owner Fines

Glastonbury Property Owner Property Owner Fines

New Britain Property Owner Property Owner Fines

Newington Property Owner Property Owner Lien on Property

Simsbury Property Owner Property Owner Fines/Lien

Southington Property Owner Property Owner Fines/Lien

West Hartford Town (per website) Property Owner Fines

Wethersfield Property Owner Property Owner Fines

Comparison to other
Communities
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Current Sidewalk Layout 
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Currently 48 miles of sidewalk in Town
⅓ of the Community

Approx. $18M to repair all existing sidewalks

The Ad Hoc Sidewalk Committee conducted a
preliminary  analysis of the existing sidewalks.
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Has the Town Ever Repaired
Private Sidewalks?

G R A N T - F U N D E D  A S S I S T A N C E
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O V E R  T H E  L A S T  1 0  Y E A R S :

Town has received grant funding for sidewalks in Unionville Center and Farmington Center
Funded approx. 50% of repairs
Town’s Capital Budget covered the balance

Town repaired and improved sidewalk along Plainville Ave
100% grant-funded

On rare occasions Town has repaired sidewalks along with concurrent road project if the
grade of the road changes significantly
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Major
Takeaways

Property owners are responsible for snow
removal, maintenance and repairs.
Property owners are liable for injuries that occur
on their sidewalk.
Town ordinance gives authority to Town to
mandate repairs of sidewalks at the
homeowner’s expense.
Town ordinance is standard among surrounding
communities.
Town does not strictly enforce repair of
sidewalks which is a common practice in other
municipalities.
There are many sidewalks in Town in need of
repair.
The Town has repaired private sidewalks when
grant funds have been available.
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Constructing New Sidewalks
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T O W N  O F  F A R M I N G T O N
Town Manger can recommend construction
of new sidewalks & determine who is
financially responsible.

Formal Process
Public Hearings
Assessment Responsibilities
Design Approvals

Town Manager hasn’t recommended
construction of new Town-funded sidewalk
in last 25 years.

Recently, the Town was awarded a grant
for the construction of a new sidewalk on
Meadow Road

P R O P E R T Y  O W N E R S
Can petition the Town for a new
sidewalk.

Numerous requests received over
past 25 years

Determined sidewalks not
deemed to have substantial
benefit to the community at
large.
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Current Municipal Policy,
Practice and Criteria
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Policy: 
It is the Town’s practice and criteria to provide

municipal funding or partial funding for the repair or
construction of sidewalks located on private
property, that focuses on projects that offer

substantial direct benefits to the community at large.
This policy ensures that any investment of public

funds in private sidewalks is justified by broad,
tangible benefits to residents, such as enhanced

connectivity (to promote economic activity),
accessibility, and walkability. 

Eligibility Criteria: 

1.  Connection to a Public School

2.  Connection to a Recreational Area or Facility 

3.  Connection to a Public Trail System

4.  Enhancement of Walkability in Town Centers

5.  Leverage of Outside Grant Funding



Q&A’s
Existing Ordinance
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DISCUSSION
QUESTIONS
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I F  A D D I T I O N A L  F U N D I N G  W E R E
D I R E C T E D  T O W A R D  S I D E W A L K  R E P A I R
A N D  C O N S T R U C T I O N ,  W O U L D  Y O U  B E

W I L L I N G  T O  I N C R E A S E  Y O U R  T A X E S  T O
P A Y  F O R  T H I S  P R O G R A M ?
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F O R  N E W  S I D E W A L K  C O N S T R U C T I O N ,
D O E S  T H E  P U B L I C  G O O D  O U T W E I G H  T H E

P R I V A T E  I N T E R E S T  O F  P R O P E R T Y
O W N E R S ?
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S H O U L D  T H E  T O W N  F U N D  A  N E W
S I D E W A L K  C O N S T R U C T I O N  P R O G R A M

W H E R E  N O  S U B S T A N T I A L  D I R E C T
B E N E F I T  I S  N E E D E D  F O R  N E W

C O N S T R U C T I O N ?
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S H O U L D  T H E  T O W N  E N F O R C E  T H E
E X I S T I N G  O R D I N A N C E  R E G A R D I N G
M A I N T E N A N C E  O F  P O O R L Y  R A T E D

S I D E W A L K S  A D J A C E N T  T O  P R O P E R T Y
O W N E R S ?  I F  E N F O R C E D ,  W H O  S H O U L D

B E A R  T H E  C O S T ?
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Ad Hoc Sidewalk
Committee

TOWN OF
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DISCUSSION:        Agenda Item E-1 
 

To recap the Public Informational Meeting from February 19, 2026.   
 

NOTE: 
 
The Ad Hoc Sidewalk Committee will review feedback received and discuss key 

takeaways from the February 19, 2026, Public Informational Meeting, including: 
 

• Attendees’ perspectives on the need for additional sidewalks 
• Attendees’ perspectives on whether sidewalk repairs should be funded by the 

Town 

• Attendees’ perspectives on snow removal responsibilities 
• Attendees’ perspectives on sidewalk maintenance responsibilities 
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DISCUSSION:        Agenda Item E-2 
 

Next Steps. 
 

NOTE: 
 
As you know, the Ad Hoc Committee has formalized and established draft policies 

for Town Council consideration based on our existing practices.  The Ad Hoc 
Committee still needs to determine if they are going to make any recommended 

changes to the sidewalk ordinance.   
 
Potential changes may include: 

 
1. Responsibility for Sidewalk Maintenance 

• Snow removal 

• Sidewalk repair, including funding for maintenance of existing 
sidewalks 
 

2. New Sidewalks 

• Funding sources 
o Town 
o Grants 
o Property owners 

• Eligibility criteria 
o Should criteria be used to determine eligibility for new sidewalks? 
o Should meeting these criteria be required for Town funding? 

• Maintenance requirements 

o Should newly constructed sidewalks be subject to the same 
requirements as existing sidewalks? 
▪ Snow removal 
▪ Sidewalk repair 

 
3. Process and Procedural Considerations 

• Property owner considerations 
o How should the Town balance public benefit versus private property 

interests? 
▪ Should there be an option for property owners to opt out of 

new sidewalk installations? 

▪ Should affected property owners be surveyed? 
• If so, at what stage in the process? 

 
As you know, the Town Council has included funding in the upcoming fiscal year 

budget for a town-wide survey, which will include questions related to sidewalks. If 
approved in May, a Survey Committee is anticipated to be appointed. 

 
I recommend that the Ad Hoc Sidewalk Committee present an overview of its work 
to date to the Town Council in the near future. Following that presentation, it is also 

my recommendation that the Committee pause its work until the survey results are 
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completed and analyzed.  The Survey Committee will use the information gathered 
by the Ad Hoc Sidewalk Committee to assist with developing the sidewalk related 

questions.   




