TOWN OF FARMINGTON
PLAN & ZONING COMMISSION
MEETING MINUTES
APRIL 13,2026

Present for the hybrid meeting were Commissioners Canto, Cordeiro, and Alternate
Commissioners Fagan and Ingvertsen. Town Council liaison Polsky, Town Planner Rutherford,
and Clerk Hansen were also present. The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present in the Council Chambers were Commissioners Canto, Cordeiro, and Alternate

Commissioners Fagan and Ingvertsen along with Town Council liaison Polsky, Town Planner
Rutherford, and Clerk Hansen.

Commissioners Davidson, Sanford, St. Germain, Zarrella, and Alternate Commissioner Pogson
were absent.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PRO TEM OFFICERS

Town Planner Rutherford explained the process from Article VI, Section 5 of the bylaws, to elect
a Chair pro tem to serve for the meeting in absence of Chair Sanford and the appointment of the
Secretary pro tem in the absence of Secretary St. Germain.

Upon a motion made and seconded (Ingvertsen / Fagan) it was unanimously
VOTED: to elect Commissioner Canto as the Chair pro tem for the meeting.
Chair pro tem Canto then appointed Commissioner Cordeiro to serve as the Secretary pro tem.

Chair pro tem Canto welcomed everyone to the TPZ meeting and noted that there were no public
hearings; therefore, no legal notice to be read into the record.

NEW BUSINESS

CGS 8-24 Referral — Farmington Elementary Schools

Request for report for the ventilation upgrades and improvements to Noah Wallace Elementary
School, Union Elementary School, East Farms Elementary School, and West District Elementary
School.

Farmington Public Schools, Director of Facilities, Sam Kilpatrick, 14 Monteith Dr., presented
the ventilation assessment and proposal for HVAC equipment improvements for the four
elementary schools. The projects are part of the Board of Education’s Capitol Improvement
Requests for this year’s budget. He stated that in 2021, the Town of Farmington commissioned a
Ventilation Assessment for the four Town-owned elementary school buildings. Town Planner
Rutherford shared the plans, and Mr. Kilpatrick explained the improvements at each school
include dedicated outdoor air systems and variable refrigerant flow ceiling cassettes. Mr.
Kilpatrick explained that one school per year would be slated for the ventilation improvements
starting in 2027. The strategy is to start at West District Elementary School, then East Farms
Elementary School, then Noah Wallace Elementary School, and then at the Union Elementary
School. Mr. Kilpatrick explained that each school requires electrical upgrades along with natural
gas line upgrades at East Farms and West District Schools. .
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Upon a motion made and seconded (Cordeiro / Ingvertsen) it was unanimously

VOTED: To forward a positive referral to the Town Council in support of the ventilation
upgrades and improvements to the HVAC systems for the four elementary schools as stated.

SignlLite — 30 Batterson Park Road
Application for proposed attached wall sign at 30 Batterson Park Road, PR zone.

Mark DeTulio from SignLite presented the application for new 30” x 20°-6” wall sign with halo
lit channel letters mounted directly to the building. The sign will be located on the east side of
the building that faces Batterson Park Road. Mr. DeTulio stated that his client, Progressive
Insurance, would like to utilize the halo lit lettering for the sign but understands that the current
zoning regulations prohibit halo lit signs. Town Planner Rutherford stated that the Commission is
considering modifying the zoning regulations to permit halo lit signage. Mr. DeTulio stated that
the halo lit channel letters will be installed but will not be connected to the electrical system until
or if the sign regulations change to permit this type of sign illumination. The Commission
reviewed the sign placement on the building, building length, and sign size.

Upon a motion made and seconded (Cordeiro / Fagan) it was unanimously

VOTED: To approve the application for proposed attached wall sign at 30 Batterson Park Road,
PR zone, as presented, and on file with the Planning office, with the condition the electrical
connection for the halo lit channel letters may not be completed unless or until there is a change
to the Zoning Regulation.

Signarama — 270 Farmington Avenue
Application for proposed attached wall sign at 270 Farmington Avenue, BR zone.

Tushar Patel from Signarama presented the application for a 36” x 60” wall sign for Active
Health, Membership Primary Care, Premier Fitness & Health Services. Mr. Patel indicated the
tenant has requested to place the wall sign in the vicinity of the Sunrise Caf¢ sign on Building 2
at The Exchange; rather than on Building One as originally proposed. Town Planner Rutherford
shared the footprint of The Exchange, noting the length of each of the four connected buildings,
along with the table of the current measurements of the existing signs on each building. Each
building has surplus area to accommodate additional attached signs; the proposed sign can
readily be accommodated on Building Two. Ms. Rutherford requested Mr. Patel to update the
building permit application for the sign with the proposed location. Mr. Patel confirmed the sign
will not be illuminated.

Upon a motion made and seconded (Cordeiro / Ingvertsen) it was unanimously

VOTED: To approve the application for proposed attached wall sign at 270 Farmington Avenue,
BR zone, as presented, and on file with the Planning office.
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Robert Carli (Stabach Architects) — 27 Oakland Avenue

Accept application for Special Permit and Site Plan approval for expanded home in excess of
30% expansion and in excess of 1600 sf living area for addition at 27 Oakland Avenue, R9 zone
and schedule public hearing (recommended hearing date of Monday, May 11, 2026).

Upon a motion made and seconded (Ingvertsen/Fagan) it was unanimously

VOTED: To accept the Robert Carli (Stabach Architects) application for Special Permit and Site
Plan approval for expanded home in excess of 30% expansion and in excess of 1600 sf living

area for addition at 27 Oakland Avenue, R9 zone and schedule a public hearing for Monday,
May 11, 2026

PUBLIC HEARING

None

PLANNER’S REPORT

Sycamore Health LLC — 16 Brickwalk Lane

Town Planner Rutherford shared with the Commission a replacement tavern style sign proposed
for the new tenant of Sycamore Health Direct Primary Care at 16 Brickwalk Lane. The new sign
will be 14” x 22” constructed of a high-density urethane. Ms. Rutherford stated that she shared
this sign application with the Architectural Design Review Committee (ADRC) Chair via email
since the property is located within the Farmington Center / Farmington Village zoning district.
The Chair concluded the direct replacement of the sign did not warrant formal review with the
ADRC. Ms. Rutherford explained since the property is located within the Farmington Historic
District, the Farmington Historic District Commission (FHDC) will hold a public hearing for the
application at their next regular meeting. She noted the TPZ review and FHDC review were
independent of one another. The Commission agreed that formal permitting with the TPZ was
not required.

Karen Fiorini — 1451 New Britain Avenue

Town Planner Rutherford shared with the Commission a request to modify the landscaping along
the roadway frontage and south access driveway at 1451 New Britain Ave. The request is to
remove the berm and replant the required landscape buffer arborvitae plantings to screen the
south parking lot from the street. Ms. Rutherford shared the originally approved plan, the
proposed replanting plan, and photos of the existing dead and dying arborvitae along New
Britain Avenue. The proposed replanting plan shows installing 5ft tall Spring Grove arborvitae
planted 6.5 to 7 feet on center. This will result in 35 trees being planted along the New Britan
Ave. frontage, and 20 trees along the landscape island into the south parking lot area. The 6.5 to
7 ft tree spacing doubles the spacing as compared to the original plan; the increased spacing and
removal of the berm is expected to improve the growing conditions for the arborvitae. Ms.
Rutherford stated that Ms. Fiorini was available via Zoom if the Commission had questions. The
Commission asked if the plan provides adequate screening. Ms. Rutherford explained the
hedgerow will need a few years to mature, as it did when it was originally installed. The owner is
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responsible for watering and maintaining the vegetation. The Commission asked if the applicant
made the request or did the staff bring forth the landscaping buffer condition concern. Ms.
Rutherford explained that through Zoning Compliance review requests, the condition was
documented and shared with the owner. The Commission agreed that formal permitting with the
TPZ was not required to modify the landscaping as presented.

Sign Regulations

There was no discussion regarding this matter.

Plan of Conservation and Development — Update

Town Planner Rutherford shared that the Request for Proposal document was posted on April 1,
2026 with questions from applicants due by April 17, 2026. The proposals are due by May 1,
2026. Ms. Rutherford reminded the Commission members that anyone interested in serving on
the Consultant Selection Committee can express their interest with herself and Chair Sanford.

General Information

The Commission asked Town Planner Rutherford if there is any new information regarding the
342 Colt Highway “5 Corners” property. Ms. Rutherford responded that she has been in contact
with the landowner about securing the site with chain link fencing and she noted there is ongoing
environmental monitoring and remediation at the property. Ms. Rutherford also stated that there
are no new building permits for the gas station or no news of new tenants as part of the
redevelopment of the property.

MINUTES

March 23, 2026 Meeting Minutes

Upon a motion made and seconded (Cordeiro / Ingvertsen) it was unanimously
VOTED: to approve the March 23, 2026 Town Plan & Zoning Commission meeting minutes.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:59 p.m.



