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FARMINGTON HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING 

 
July 21, 2026 

 
Present for the hybrid meeting were Chair Bombara and Commissioners Lawson, Calciano, 
Phelan, and Alternate Commissioner Sanford. Town Planner Rutherford was also present.  The 
meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. 
 
Present in the Council Chambers were Chair Bombara and Commissioners Lawson, Calciano, 
Phelan, Alternate Commissioner Sanford, and Town Planner Rutherford. 
 
Commissioner Mastrobattista and Alternate Commissioners Purtill and Gemski were absent. 
 
Chair Bombara welcomed everyone and seated Alternate Commissioner Sanford as a voting 
member for Commissioner Mastrobattista.  
 
Secretary Phelan read the legal notice into the record. 
 
 
PUBLIC HEARING 
 
Chair Bombara opened the public hearing at 5:02pm.  
 
Firm LLC. – 772 Farmington Avenue 
Application for Temporary Certificate of Appropriateness to replace oil tank and install 
screening panel at 772 Farmington Avenue. 
 
Property owner Bruce Hunter presented the application (via zoom) to replace the 275-gallon oil 
tank with a new 330-gallon tank, and to install a screening panel in front of the new tank. Mr. 
Hunter explained the existing condition of the original tank and the need to replace the tank and 
install an enclosure panel. Mr. Hunter presented images of the tank, explaining that it was 
exposed to the elements as the enclosure lacked a front panel. Mr. Hunter then explained that 
the protective bollards on the front of the enclosure were originally set into place in sleeves in 
concrete. Mr. Hunter went on to explain that the tank had been replaced, the bollards 
reinstalled, and a panel installed to conceal the tank and protect it from the elements. The 
protective panel is vertical siding to match the enclosed porch and is painted to match the 
porch. 
 
Chair Bombara asked for questions from the Commission members. The Commissioners did 
not have any questions for Mr. Hunter. 
 
There was no public comment in favor or in opposition to the application online or in-person.  
 
Upon a motion made and seconded (Lawson/Calciano) it was unanimously 
 
VOTED: To approve the application for a Temporary Certificate of Appropriateness to replace 
the oil tank and install a screening panel at 772 Farmington Avenue as presented and on file in 
the Planning office. 
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Scott Tierney (Joy/Susan) – 769 Farmington Avenue 
Application for Temporary Certificate of Appropriateness for a new sign at 769 Farmington 
Avenue. 
 
Lawrin Rosen, owner of the sign and architectural fabrication company Artfx, presented the 
application to the Commission for the installation of a roof-mounted sign at 769 Farmington 
Avenue, on behalf of Scott Tierney and Joy/Susan. Mr. Rosen explained the new sign will have 
gooseneck lights, which will remain active until one hour after closing. Mr. Rosen requested a 
roof-mounted sign as there exists no other logical place for a sign on the building that would 
not be blocked by parked vehicles during the store hours of operation. Mr. Rosen also stated 
that there was a rooftop sign featured in the same location for many years for a prior tenant. 
The roof-mounted sign also places the sign in alignment with the adjoining tenant spaces. 
 
Mr. Rosen then explained the materials of the sign, stating that the sign is made of expanded 
urethane with a white acrylic finish and dimensional aluminum letters coated in black low-
luster epoxy paint. Mr. Rosen also explained that there would be three overhead gooseneck 
LED lights, with 3000K color temperature, 900 Lumens each, totaling 2700 Lumens. Mr. 
Rosen then explained his reasoning for the use of the dense urethane foam, which improves the 
longevity of the sign as compared to wood as the base material for the sign. Mr. Rosen 
explained to the Commission how the style of the sign would not be detrimental to the 
historical value of the area by discussing architectural history from the 18th century onward. 
 
The Commission noted that they were appreciative of the presentation, and that it contained 
helpful information. 
 
Chair Bombara asked for questions from the Commission members.  
 
The Commission asked if the other signs on adjacent buildings are lit. Mr. Rosen responded 
that he believed there were a few signs on nearby buildings that were lit with external light 
fixtures. 
 
The Commission questioned the light intensity and if this is typical of lighting for other signs.  
Town Planner Rutherford confirmed the proposed lighting is consistent with other area signs 
and the 3000K color temperature will provide a warm tone as opposed to a harsher, cooler tone 
experienced with brighter LED lights. Mr. Rosen also reconfirmed the lights will be turned off 
one hour after closing. 
 
The Commission also confirmed there will be a gap between the bottom of the sign and the 
roof to accommodate rain and snow melt runoff. Mr. Rosen confirmed the sign will be two to 
three inches above the roof surface. 
 
The Commission asked Town Planner Rutherford if the Town Plan and Zoning Commission 
(TPZ) placed any conditions on the sign application at the meeting the prior week. Town 
Planner Rutherford stated TPZ did not place any conditions on the sign application, it was 
approved as presented.  
 
The Commission inquired about specifications for the gooseneck lights. Mr. Rosen confirmed 
the light bracket is 1-inch aluminum tubing, the fixture head is conical with a 6-inch diameter 
face, and all features will be painted black. 
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There was no public comment in favor or in opposition to the application online or in-person.  
 
Upon a motion made and seconded (Calciano/Sanford) it was unanimously 
 
VOTED: To approve the application for a Temporary Certificate of Appropriateness for a new 
sign at 769 Farmington Avenue, as presented and on file in the Planning office. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Chair Bombara stated that there were no New Business agenda items, and the Commission did 
not have any questions for Town Planner Rutherford.  
 
 
STAFF REPORT 
7 Church St. – adjustment to utility screening 
Town Planner Rutherford shared with the Commission a request from the Diesel’s to install 
landscaping instead of a fence at the northwest corner of the house to screen the utilities located 
on the west side of the home from Church St. Ms. Rutherford shared photos of the northwest 
corner and west side of the home as taken from Church St. to illustrate the view of the utilities. 
She then presented two landscaping options: planting shamrock inkberry shrubs or planting 
rhododendron. After some discussion the Commission confirmed they preferred the landscape 
screening to a fence at this location and confirmed either planting option is appropriate.  The 
Diesel’s may proceed with either planting plan. 
 
 
MINUTES 
 
Upon a motion made and seconded (Lawson/Phelan) it was unanimously 
 
VOTED: To approve June 16, 2026 Farmington Historic District Commission meeting 
minutes. 
 
 
ADJOURN 
 
The meeting adjourned at 5:40 pm.   
 


