TOWN OF FARMINGTON
INLAND WETLANDS COMMISSION
MEETING MINUTES
July 22, 2026
Present for the hybrid meeting were Chair Statchen, Commissioners Isner, Fox, Berlandy,

Simpson, and Alternate Commissioners Carveth and Roth. Senior Assistant Town Planner Cyr
was also present. The meeting was called to order at 7:02pm.

Present in the Council Chambers were Senior Assistant Town Planner Cyr, and Chair Statchen,
Commissioners Isner, Fox, Berlandy, and Alternate Commissioner Roth.

Present online were Commissioner Simpson, and Alternate Commissioner Carveth.

Commissioners Fox, Popovic, and Simons were absent.

Alternate Commissioner Carveth was seated for Commissioner Simons and Alternate
Commissioner Roth was seated for Commissioner Popovic.

Commissioner Fox indicated for the record he had reviewed the June 17, 2026 and July 8, 2026
meetings, along with all information submitted with the applications, and is prepared to vote on
the applications.

NEW BUSINESS

Paul Levesque — 57 Cope Farms Road

Application for regulated activity within a wetland upland review area for the installation of a
10’ x 14’ pre-built shed.

Property owner Paul Levesque gave a summary to the Commission about the application for the
installation of a 10’ x 14’ pre-built shed on a crushed stone pad with a pressure treated wood
border. Installation will require no excavation. The shed will be located within the existing lawn
area at the southwest corner of the property.

Chair Statchen questioned whether the shed location would conflict with the drainage pipe
indicated on the plan. Mr. Rigney indicated he was not aware of any pipe in the vicinity.

The Commission had no additional questions and had previously accepted the application and
determined the application for regulated activity within a wetland upland review area for the
installation of a 10’ x 14’ pre-built shed is a non-significant regulated activity and does not
require a public hearing.

Upon a motion made and seconded, (Roth/Fox) it was unanimously

VOTED: To approve the application for regulated activity within a wetland upland review area
for the installation of a 10’ x 14’ pre-built shed at 57 Cope Farms Road as presented and on file
with the Planning office.
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The applicant for 222 Talcott Notch Road was not present, and the Commission agreed to table it
until later in the meeting.

The applicant for 24 Somersby Way was not present, and the Commission agreed to table it until
later in the meeting.

OLD BUSINESS

Brianna Brochu — 114 West Avon Road (Cease and Desist)

Robert Schechinger, a Connecticut Licensed Landscape Architect, presented on behalf of the
owner. He summarized the restoration plan along with updates from the July 8, 2026 meeting.
He provided a letter from By Carrier indicating they will remove the excess piles of sand on the
property and replace with an equivalent amount of topsoil. He also submitted a letter from the
owner at 116 West Avon Road indicating their approval of the restoration plan. Mr. Schechinger
stated the home at 120 West Avon Road is vacant, and they have been having difficulty reaching
the owner, and they will continue to reach out to them.

The Commissioner discussed the need for a 3yr-monitoring of the plants to confirm the
restoration and growth.

Upon a motion made and seconded, (Isner/Fox) it was unanimously

VOTED: To approve the activity within a wetland upland review area for the restoration in
conjunction with the Cease and Desist dated September 23, 2025, as presented and on file with
the Planning office with the following conditions:

1. The owner provides a three-year monitoring plan with year one being provided upon
completion of the initial planting and restoration.

2. Coordinate with Town Staff for erosion control and confirm approval with the owner at
120 West Avon Road prior to commencement.

3. An allowable reduction in plants totaling one-third without the need for mandatory
replacement.

NEW BUSINESS continued

David F. Whitney Consulting Engineers LLC — 222 Talcott Notch Road

Application for regulated activity within a wetland upland review area for the construction of an
Accessory Dwelling Unit new septic system.

Professional Engineer David F. Whitney P.E. was present on Zoom and reviewed the application
for regulated activity within a wetland upland review area for the construction of a new septic

system for a 1-bedroom Accessory Dwelling Unit. He stated the only change he has made to the
plans since the July 8, 2026 meeting was to depict the silt fence and straw wattle erosion control.
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Commissioners Commission questioned whether the force main design had been approved by
Farmington Valley Health District (FVHD). Mr. Whitney stated he had not submitted it to
FVHD as he was awaiting the decision of the Commission on the gravity system.

Upon a motion made and seconded, (Simpson/Roth) it was unanimously
VOTED: To approve the application for regulated activity within a wetland upland review area
for the construction of an Accessory Dwelling Unit new septic system at 222 Talcott Notch Road

as presented and on file with the Planning office.

Ryan Ferguson — 24 Somersby Way

Application for regulated activity within a wetland upland review area for the installation of an
inground swimming pool in the backyard.

No one for the applicant was in attendance. The Commission discussed they felt they had
enough information to continue with the application.

The Commission discussed the patio and pool proximity to the conservation easement and
agreed a five-foot separation distance allowing for lawn maintenance equipment to maintain the
area should be required. They also discussed the applicants request to remove trees. Senior
Assistant Town Planner Cyr stated at least two of the trees were dead, however he indicated the
applicant was not opposed to submitting an arborist report on the others when they reviewed the
trees onsite. The Commission expressed their desire for a one-for-one removal and replacement
of trees.

Upon a motion made and seconded, (Isner/Fox) it was unanimously

VOTED: To approve the regulated activity within a wetland upland review area for the
installation of an inground swimming pool in the backyard and removal of five trees as presented
and on file with the Planning as presented and on file with the Planning office with the following
conditions:

1. The owner shall provide a five-foot separation distance between the edge of pool/patio
and the conservation easement.

2. Coordinate with Town Staff to submit an arborist report to confirm the health of the
existing trees and whether they all need to be removed.

3. Replace each tree removed with a similar type of tree with a 2.5in diameter at breast
height.

PLANNER’S REPORT

None
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MINUTES
Upon a motion made and seconded (Isner/Roth) it was unanimously

VOTED: to approve the June 24, 2026 Inland Wetlands Commission Site Walk meeting minutes.

Upon a motion made and seconded (Simpson/Carveth) it was unanimously
VOTED: to approve the July 8, 2026 Inland Wetlands Commission meeting minutes.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:30pm.



