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Minutes
Joint Green Efforts Committee
August 8™, 2026
Hybrid Meeting

7:00 p.m.
Voting Members
In Attendance: Absent:
Patti Boye-Williams, Chair Kristina Bigdeli Jayapriya Krishnaswamy
Brie Quinby Mary Messier Jennifer Wynn
Stacey Petruzella Kimberly Haidinger
Matt Domejczyk
Non-Voting Members: Absent:
Garrett Daigle, Assistant Town Planner Sam Kilpatrick, BOE Facilities Director

Guests: State representative Mike Demicco, USA Recycling; Nicholas Malouin and Daniel
Pestrichello.

Matt Domejczyk, Kristina Bigdeli, Nicholas Malouin, and Daniel Pestrichello, were present
online, all others were present in the Town Council Chambers.

A) Call to Order —Patti Boye-Williams called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

B) Public Comment- none
Q) Presentations — Nicholas Malouin and Daniel Pestrichello, USA Recycling
1) Nicholas Malouin presented on the methods to divert food waste from landfills,

including the composting program through USA Recycling. USA provides bins and
liners included in the cost and has been developing outdoor metal storage
containers to reduce pests and wildlife. The committee asked questions regarding
costs for collection, frequency of collection, and participation in other municipalities.
The committee asked about curbside collection and Daniel indicated that the
infrastructure costs for town wide composting are too great, however the cost
savings come from the cost to dispose of food waste as opposed to municipal solid
waste.

D) Administrative
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1) Petruzella/Messier 7-0 to approve the July 7", 2026 meeting minutes with the
following changes.
a) Add G.3 “Garrett Daigle notified the Green Efforts Committee that the Town Plan
and Zoning Commission will be starting the process to create the 2028-2038 Plan
of Conservation and Development.

E) Committee Goals
1) Waste Reduction

a) Composting

(i) School — no update
(ii) Municipal
a. The Committee discussed how to proceed with further research into

municipal composting programs. The committee discussed potential
locations for community collection station, and whether to consider
utilizing the USA recycling collection points or using the more advanced
MetroStor bins which are app controlled. Kimberly Haidinger will reach
out to MetroStor to obtain information on pricing and site needs. Patti
Boye-Williams mentioned that as part of the Plan of Conservation and
Development and the Town Council Strategic Plan, a town wide survey
will be conducted of residents and there may be an opportunity for
resident input and feedback regarding green initiatives.

b) Recycling Event — This will be tabled until more information is obtained and will

be changed to a Waste Reduction event.

2) Dark Skies — Brie Quinby has pulled together information from Dark Sky, Lights Out
Connecticut, and other towns including Avon, Simsbury, Granby, West Hartford,
Greenwich and Sun Valley Idaho which was the first US resort to obtain a Dark Sky
certification. Brie has drafted some suggested changes to the Farmington
Regulations for Zoning; the committee will review for the September meeting.
Garrett Daigle reviewed how text amendments are handled with the Town Plan and
Zoning Commission.

3) Climate Resilience/Clean Energy — Mary Messier has reviewed the grants recently
awarded by DEEP, who awarded $5.1 million to 14 towns with the goal of climate
resiliency to help Towns and non-profits to minimize the risk of flooding or extreme
heat, or to obtain match funding from FEMA

4) Habitat Loss, Native Plants, Invasive Species — Mary Messier has coordinated with
Peter Picone from DEEP and the Farmington Library and is looking to schedule a talk
on Wednesday March 24, 2027 for a talk on Biodiversity, Native Plans, and invasive
species. Mary is waiting to hear back from the library to confirm the event has been
scheduled. Mary will be holding a Botanical Walk of the Farmington River Trail as
part of her Saving Unionville Natives (SUN) project, on Saturday September 12t at
10am starting at the trail parking lot at 350 Collinsville Road in Unionville.
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F) Other
1) Sustainability Fair — No update at this time.
2) September Meeting — due to a conflict with the Town Council, the September Green

Efforts meeting will need to be rescheduled from the September 1 Date.

3) FEMA Mapping Update — Garrett Daigle shared that FEMA will hold an open house
at the Avon library on Tuesday September 22, 2026 regarding the new FEMA flood
plain maps for the Farmington River which will become effective on November 13,
2026.

G) Petruzell/Messier 7-0 to adjourn the meeting at 9:20 pm.



